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Transcription conventions adopted 

The handwriting has been followed as closely as possible, leaving spelling unaltered, which, 
not surprisingly, improves as Morgan gets older. Punctuation, also, remains as in the original 
document. The Latin abbreviations in the prescriptions have not been intentionally altered. 

Y for thorn is always transcribed as th. 

w*" is transcribed as which 


w' is transcribed as with 


Where a word in the notebook is illegible or impossible to guess at a meaning, question 
marks have been added as in: ?? 


Asterisks ‘*’ indicate that there is an entry on the word in the glossary 


Where appropriate, the editor has added comments about some of the cases from the 
standpoint of a twenty-first-century medical man. 


Cover illustration: Final page of Morgan’s Notebook. 
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Introduction 


During the years 1716-47 the Bristol surgeon, Alexander Morgan wrote a notebook! that 
contains 98 records of patients he had seen and treated, starting with cases seen as an apprentice 
and containing some cases seen when he was in his mid-40’s. There remain few records of 
how medical men learnt their trade in early 18th-century England and the records in this book 
contain detailed information of the progress and treatment of his patients and all demonstrate 
Morgan’s understanding of how the human body works, which is far from our current 
understanding. I have given each case in the notebook a number to indicate when they were 
written to aid identification. 


This notebook is held in the Wellcome Library, London and was obtained by the library in 
1921. Mary Fissell? and Wendy Churchill? used several cases in the notebook to illustrate their 
histories of patients’ medical care in early 18"-century Bristol and this book records all the 
records in the notebook. 


Surgery in the 18 century was defined as the treatment of external diseases and all which 
required “manual interference”. It included operations, the reductions of fractures and 
dislocations, the dressings of wounds and ulcers, the removal of teeth and the opening of 
abscesses and all eye and skin diseases. Surgeons also had a virtual monopoly in the treatment 
of venereal disease.* 


Medical knowledge and beliefs 


The first half of the 18" century has been described as the ‘lost half-century in English 
medicine’ with a sufferer in 1750 expecting only the same treatment, or lack of treatment, as 
his grandparents received in 1700. Surgeons had developed a few new operations, but 
pharmacy had not been reformed; there were more hospitals for the poor, but no attempt to 
tackle the health problems of the cities, the armies or the fleets, and there was similar delay in 
dealing with the control of the insane. Smallpox inoculation, variolation, was introduced in the 
1720s.° During this time ‘clockwork’ medicine or ‘iatromechanism’ promoted by Herman 
Boerhaave in Leyden and the Scottish physicians Archibald Pitcairne and George Cheyne 
became a prominent way of explaining bodily function. Cheyne spent much of his life in Bath 
and London and published extensively. He was extremely well-known as a physician and 
believed that ‘the Human Body is a Machin of an infinite Number and Variety of different 
Channels and Pipes, filled with various and different Liquors and Fluids.’° In another book he 
described the nerves as ‘bundles of solid, springy, and elastic threads or filaments’ and said 
that some persons ‘have their fibres very quick, readily vibrating, highly spongy and elastic, 
so as to tremble and shake violently, by the least impulse and others have more rigid, firm and 





' Wellcome Library MS3631. 

> Mary E Fissell, Patients, Power and the Poor in Eighteenth-Century Bristol (Cambridge University Press, 
1991). 

3 Wendy D. Churchill, Female Patients in Early Modern Britain (Ashgate, 2012). 

4 Irvine Loudon, ‘The nature of provincial medical practice in eighteenth-century England’, Medical History, 29 
(1985), 1-32, 8. 

> William Le Fanu, ‘The lost half-century in English medicine, 1700-1750’ Bulletin of History of Medicine, 46 
(1972), 319-48. 

® George Cheyne, The English Malady (1733) ed. Roy Porter (Routledge, 1991), p. 4. 


stretched fibres, which yield but not to strong impressions, and move slowly, but move for a 
long time.” 


Two medical textbooks in the early years of the 18" century® °included almost identical 
descriptions of the component parts of the human body: 


It is sufficient to know that all the Parts are made up of Threads or Fibres, of which there be 
different kinds, and there are some soft, flexible and a little elastic, and these are either hollow 
like small Pipes, or spongious and full of little cells, as the nervous and Fleshy Fibres; others 
are more solid flexible, but with a strong Elasticity or Spring, as the Membranous and 
Cartilaginous Fibres, and a third sort are hard and inflexible, as the Fibres of the bones.. 


The book, Anatomy of the Human Body by an eminent London surgeon William Cheseldon!®, 
went to many editions in the early 18" century and the Introduction included the following: 


The constituent parts of the animal body are fibres, membranes, arteries, veins, lymphaeducts, 
nerves, glands, excretory vessels, muscles, tendons, ligaments. cartilages, and bones; to these 
may be added the hair and nails. 

FIBRES, as they appear to the naked eye, are simple threads of the minutest vessels or nerves, 
or both. 

MEMBRANES are compages of fibres, expanded to cover, or line any other part... 
TENDONS are the same fibres of which the muscles are composed; but more closely connected, 
that they may possess less space in a limb, and be inserted in less room into a bone. 

The main features of the skeletal system were known and so was the circulatory system as 
exemplified by Cheseldon!! in his comment about aortic valve disease: 

The beginning of the aorta is frequently seen ossified, especially in aged persons. In a woman 
that died of dropsy, I found the valves of the aorta quite covered with chalk-stones, which not 
suffering the valves to do their office, the left ventricle of the heart was constantly overcharged 
with blood, and distended to twice its natural bigness, which, I imagine, destroyed the 
oeconomy of the body, and occasioned the dropsy. 


Cheseldon’s understanding of human reproduction showed that even the use of early 
microscopes didn’t necessarily result in correct interpretation of what was seen!?. 


In the seed of men, and of other male animals, LEWENHOECK, by the help of microscopes, 
discovered an infinite number of animals like tadpoles, which he and others suppose to be man 
in miniature. 


Many medical men in the first half of the century began to explain bodily function talking of 
fibres and the need to strengthen them and crisp them!*. Morgan mentioned fibres in some of 
his cases. In four, Morgan used the term ‘crisping the fibres’. The Latin word crispus can be 
translated as curly, curling and quivering, so it may indicate that Morgan felt that these cases 





7 George Cheyne, G Practical Rules for the Restoration and Preservation of Health (Renshaw, 1834), p. 177. 
8 James Keill, The Anatomy of the Human Body Abridg’d (Smith and Davis, 1703). 

° John Quincy, Lexicon physico-medicum (2™ edition, Bell, Taylor and Osborn, 1722). 

‘0 William Cheselden, The Anatomy of the Human Body (7" edition, Hitch and Dodsley, 756). 

'l Tbid., p. 182. 

"2 Tbid., p. 269. 

'3 Hisao Ishizuka, ‘'Fibre Body' : The Concept of Fibre in Eighteenth-century Medicine, c.1700-40’, Medical 
History, 56 (2012) 562-584; id., Fiber, Medicine, and Culture in the British Enlightenment (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2016). 


were at risk of losing their structure. At the same time the old understanding of Greco-Roman 
humoral theory and the need to manage these humours was still for most doctors a key part of 
medicine. 


The work of Surgeons 


There were few major operations performed by surgeons in the early 18 century and those 
that were done were usually in patients’ homes. One of Morgan’s colleagues, Samuel Pye, held 
a good reputation as a surgeon. He was an expert at extracting bladder stones and developed 
an operation for a strangulated inguinal hernia. Another, William Thornhill, was also expert 
with extracting bladder stones and the two of them published their methods and in Thornhill’s 
case openly criticised his colleague’s methods.'* Morgan’s master, Jeremiah Deverell was also 
a capable operating surgeon as can be seen in case | where he successfully performed a 
trepanning (brain) operation on a patient. Most surgeons, though, would not perform such 
operations, simply repairing wounds, opening abscesses and pulling teeth. I have found no 
evidence that the Bristol surgeons performed amputations and cataract removal, but these 
operations were being performed by surgeons at this time.!> Morgan describes removing a 
diseased testicle on one occasion. 


The Bristol Infirmary was founded in 1735 to supplement the in-patient care offered to paupers 
in St Peter’s Hospital (the Mint workhouse) that had been created a few decades earlier (1698). 
Both institutions had few medical staff with the Infirmary being attended by two surgeons, one 
of whom was William Thornhill, four physicians and had one resident apothecary. Both 
hospitals also offered out-patient care. Munro Smith in 1907 described one of the wards at this 
time and gives an indication of how patients were treated there. !° 


A plain room with ordinary, small-paned windows usually shut, a table in the centre on which 
stand a basin and ewer, some tow, lint and bandages, with a surgical box full of instruments 
spread on strips of lint and other ‘dressings’. Eight or more beds are arranged around the 
ward. Most of the patients are in bed, but two or three are helping to clean the floor or 
attending to the others. Those that are up are dressed in dark coloured, brown or grey cloth 
suits with long coats, have breeches and worsted stockings. In charge of them is a middle-aged 
nurse in cap and apron, with a handkerchief tied under her chin. 

The surgeon enters with his triangular hat and wig, red cloak and gold headed cane or sword. 
If it should happen to be Mr Thornhill the cloak is probably hung up and he appears in his 
courtly suit of black velvet, with his ‘steel-handled rapier’. He is in no hurry, but impressive, 
grave and deliberate, condescending to his patients and to the nurse. He takes the patient’s 
pulse, using a watch without a ‘second’ hand timing the process for one full minute. If the man 
is at all florid or feverish he orders him to be ‘blooded’. 

Bleeding was a panacea for all diseases in those days and was ordered by some of the Medical 
Staff almost by routine...the average number of people bled at the Infirmary was thirty two per 
day and the average amount taken was twelve ounces. 





4 Michael Whitfield, Surgery in Eighteenth-Century Bristol (ALHA Books, 32, 2020), pp. 12 and 22. 
'S Cheselden, Anatomy. 
‘6 George Munro Smith, History of the Bristol Royal Infirmary (Arrowsmith 1907), p. 54. 


Blood-letting 


Bloodletting has been performed by doctors for millennia and is still used (rarely) in the 21st 
Century. There were two key concepts justifying bloodletting. The first was that blood was 
created and then used up; although 18th century medics understood that it circulates, as 
demonstrated by Harvey, they believed it could "stagnate" in the extremities. The second was 
that humoral balance was the basis of illness or health, the four humours being blood, phlegm, 
black bile, and yellow bile, relating to the four Greek classical elements of air, water, earth and 
fire. Galen believed that blood was the dominant humour and the one in most need of control. 
He created a complex system of how much blood should be removed based on the patient's 
age, constitution, the season, the weather and the place. The blood to be let was of a specific 
nature determined by the disease: either arterial or venous, and distant or close to the area of 
the body affected. He linked different blood vessels with different organs. according to their 
supposed drainage. For example, the vein in the right hand would be let for liver problems and 
the vein in the left hand for problems with the spleen. The more severe the disease, the more 
blood would be let. Fevers were thought to require copious amounts of bloodletting. 


The blood was removed by various methods. The commonest was by using a lancet and cutting 
into a blood vessel — usually a vein. Cupping was another method where cupping glasses, cup- 
shaped glass containers, heated by burning a piece of lint inside, then applied to the skin 
(usually of the upper back) over small incisions. As the glass cooled the partial vacuum inside 
sucked blood into the glass. The third method used leeches that would be applied to the skin 
to suck blood. 


The following cases in the notebook all involved blood-letting or dealing with the after-effects 
of someone who had taken blood from one of Morgan’s patients. 


Table 1 Morgan’s cases involving blood-letting 






























































Page | Case Description 
Number 
9 11 damage after blood-letting in arm 
11 13 12 ounces of blood from right arm 
12 16 Self-medication applying leech to finger 
19 30 Gonorrhoea — he was first let blood 
25 37 Erysipelas!’, had been let blood by a neighbour 
26 39 let blood 10 ounces — breast abscess 
ZT 41 damaged after blood letting 
36 51 12 ounces removed after falling from roof 
oO” 52 6 ounces removed after blow to testicle 
38 54 10 ounces for erysipelas 
39 56 4 ounces of blood let in scorbutic child 
45 62 eye damage let 10 ounces immediately 
Bp) 71 a girl who had been bled on foot — infected orifice 
54 [— damage to R arm from being bled 
84 bled him 12 ozs for fever and headache 
93 bled after childbirth no quantity specified 
95 1744 Mr Willett 12 ounces by cupping from back; bled under tongue; 
19 ozs from arm 
96 Mr Anjore I judged the Sulphare medicines had fired the blood and 
took 12 ozs blood from his arm 








'7 Erysipelas = a common skin infection with a defined edge and is potentially serious. 


Fontanels 


Fontanels, issues and setons were used to allow bad fluids (usually referring to bodily humors) 
to escape from the body. Although the three terms vary and there are some small differences 
in what each meant, the method was similar for each: a wound was kept open and irritated 
through artificial methods to encourage the collection of undesirable fluids in the body in one 
place so that they could be removed. !® Setons were silken threads inserted to keep wounds open 
to promote a discharge. Issues were small artificial ulcers formed in different parts of the body, 
for the purpose of procuring a discharge of purulent matter and fontanels were more general 
terms for openings in the skin. 


Table 2 Cases where a fontanel, issue or seton had been used 






































Page | Case Description 
Number 

10 12 that he had an Essew!? cut in his hip 

30 44 Seton inserted in scrotum 

40 56 in arm in scorbutic child 

48 64 in arm in woman with sight problem 

51 68 a woman with rotten teeth 

56 74 inale 

69 81 child with measles, fontanel in arm kept open 
Epispasticks 


This is a term meaning ‘raising a blister’ and was done by applying a chemical substance 
under a plaster or sometimes using a hot cautery iron, usually to the neck 


Table 3 Cases where a blister had been used as treatment 






































Page Case Description 
Number 
2 37 case of erysipelas 
25 38 Herpes after smallpox 
32 46 An epispastick was raised on a scar 
33 47 Epispastick applied to her powl 
35 49 Blisters had been applied to both ankles 
38 54 Epispastick to neck for erysipelas 
39 56 to prevent the influx of humours in scorbutic child 
46 62 in man with eye injury 
48 64 in woman with sight problem 
69 82 child with measles 
71 84 Blistered in the back to no effect 




















'8 Mark Kehoe The Sea Surgeon's Dispensatory at 
https://www.piratesurgeon.com/pages/surgeon_pages/dispensatory 13.html. 
'9 Essew = issue. 





Treatment of venereal diseases 


At the beginning of the 18" century there was no clear way of distinguishing syphilis (lues 
venerea) and gonorrhoea and most surgeons considered them part of the same disease and 
treated them in similar ways. Most were treated with mercury, either by mouth or by unction 
and Morgan also often treated the earlier cases by injecting limewater (Aqua calcis) into the 
urethras of his patients. Patients with venereal disease were specifically not allowed to be 


admitted into the Infirmary in Bristol. 


Table 4 Cases where venereal disease was the main problem 













































































Page No __| Case Description 
2 3 Gleet in sailor; treatment with inside of oyster 
16 24 ulcer on penis 
Lz 2a previous gonorrhoea 
19 30 Swollen testicle 
20 31 Previous gonorrhoea 
21 32 Man with gonorrhoea 
21 33 Woman with gonorrhoea 
24 36 Syphilitic chancre 
28 42 Woman with lues 
43 61 Girl with lues 
48 64 Woman who had caught lues from breast feeding infected child 
48 71 gonorrhoea 
54 73 gonorrhoea 
62 79 Gonorrhoea with damage to urethra 
64 81 Lad with gonorrhoea 
84 85 Venereal warts 
85 86 gonorrhoea 
87 87 gonorrhoea 
90 90 Phimosis/ gonorrhoea 

oF chancre 

98 gonorrhoea 








Practitioners in Bristol in the early 18" century 


There were two main groups of medical men at the beginning of the 18" century, the 
apothecaries who ran shops supplying medicines and the surgeons, barber-surgeons and 
barbers who had a more ‘hands-on’ approach to healing. Both groups were educated with a 
seven year long apprenticeship, learning the trade from their master. There were also a few 
physicians who had benefitted from a university education and were able to charge higher fees 
for their services. 


At the beginning of the century most surgeons were called barber-surgeons or barbers and 
belonged to an ancient legal city-based corporation, such as the Guild of Barber-Surgeons in 
London. These titles appear to be used interchangeably in the early part of the century. The 
Bristol Gild or Company worked with city ordinances which had been revised in 1652.7° Their 
Barber Surgeon's Hall had a fine examination hall and dissecting room. It looks as though there 
was a new surgeon's hall erected between 1690 and 1699 and that several of the first meetings 
leading to the foundation of the Infirmary took place there in 1735. It had frontages both on 
Exchange Avenue and on Shannon Court at the end of Corn Street. This building may have 
fallen into disuse. In 1745 Andrew Hooke had a lease on the property and opened a Coffee 
House calling it the West Indian Coffee House. However it was still partly in use: John Page, 
one of the surgeons of the Infirmary started a course of lectures on anatomy in the theatre of 
the Hall in 1744, 1746 and 1747. In 1750 the building was mortgaged to Standfast Smith, an 
apothecary, with the barber surgeon signatories including J. Deverell, S. Pye, and Alex. 
Morgan. In 1755 it was let to Thomas Farr. The Hall was finally sold in 1790. 


Even though the surgeons and barbers effectively separated,”! the Gild survived until the end 
of the 18th century, when rules about citizenship and business generally lost effect. 
Unfortunately, every minute book and register has perished.”* A copy of the 1652 ordinances 
(or regulations) has been transcribed ** and includes the following: 

e surgery was restricted to those skillful in surgery 

e it was forbidden to take over another man's patient until the first man's account had 
been settled 
a surgeon who neglected a patient to be fined £5 
a rule for free attendance of the poor 
tules for the supervision of ship’s surgeon’s stores on ships 
apprentices were to be taken on for seven years 
Masters and past Masters being allowed three apprentices at a time and other 
members only two 


We can obtain information about the numbers of medical practitioners in Bristol in the 18" 
century from examining pollbooks. Bristol had two members of parliament at this time and we 
have pollbooks for 1722, two versions for 1734 and one for 1754. Each person who voted gave 
his occupation and parish so we have fairly accurate records of how many medical practitioners 





20 A full history through to 1800 is given in R Milnes Walker, ‘The Barber Surgeons of Bristol’ Bristol Medico- 
Chirurgical Journal, 90 (1975): 51-56 from which most of this section is taken. 


71 In London, two separate companies emerged in 1745, but not in Bristol. 


22 G. Parker, ‘Early Bristol Medical Institutions, the Medieval Hospital and Barber Surgeons’ Transactions 
Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, 44 (1922), 165. 


23 Parker, ‘Early Bristol Medical Institutions’, 172-8. 


were working during these years. Physicians were hardly represented at elections (and so in 
pollbooks) because they rarely became freemen, because they did not need to do so to practice 
(unlike those in ‘trade’) and they were not trained by apprenticeship. 

In 1722, when Morgan was finishing his apprenticeship, there were 38 surgeons living in 
Bristol in addition to his master Jeremiah Deverell, who was a freeman”*; one of the other 
surgeons was William Thornhill, mentioned above, who was one of the two surgeons appointed 
to the staff of the Infirmary in 1736 and in 1722 he was called a barber in the poll book. The 
total number of votes in 1722 were 5753 with 2141 votes for Joseph Earle, 1869 for Sir 
Abraham Elton and 1743 for the Tory, William Hart. 16 of the surgeons voted for Hart, 23 
for Elton and 17 for Earle. The great majority were calling themselves surgeons, with 8 calling 
themselves barbers and 3 barber surgeons with 17 describing themselves as peruke-makers. 
There were 22 apothecaries. 


List of surgeons and barbers in Bristol 1722 with parish and stated occupation (Jeremiah 
Deverell was described as a freeholder rather than a surgeon). 


Benjamin Darby St Ewins S 
James Brooks St Thomas BS 
James Edwards Christchurch S 
James Salter St Phillips and J S 
John Badger St James S 
John Balme St Stephens S 
John Collier St Michaels S 
John Davis Christchurch S 
John Delman Christchurch Sy 
John Deverell St Michaels S 
John Ebsworthy St Werberg S 
John Pricket St Stephens Barber 
John Rosewell Castle Precincts S 
John Wiltshiere All Saints S 
Joseph Evans St Peters Barber 
Mark Watkins Christchurch S 
Matthew Dickson St Mary Port S 
Peter Fox St James S 
Peter Smythies St Stephens S 
Robert Hiscocks St Thomas S 
Samuel Pye Castle Prec S 
Samuel Tipton Christchurch S 
Thomas Austin St Mary Port S 
Thomas Braxton St Ewins S 
Thomas Davis St Stephens S 
Thomas Hellier St Stephens S 
Thomas Jones St Thomas S 
Thomas Legg St Nicholas S 
Thomas Page St Phillips and J S 
Thomas Powell St Thomas S 





4 Bristol Poll Book 1722 (www.Ancestry.com ). 


William Camborne St Johns BS 


William Hargest St Johns S 
William Lefton St Augustines S 
William Thornhill St Peters Barber 
William Walker St Werberg S 
Willliam Price St Thomas S 


There were two pollbooks published for the 1734 election, one was by Felix Farley Bristol and 
the other one by a London publisher. There are a few differences between these two books, 
the London one has plain pages interposed between the printed ones and comments on 
presumed disqualifications are inserted in pen about some of the voters; some of the surgeons’ 
names are spelt differently. The total number of votes were 6357 of which 2420 were for Sir 
Abraham Elton, 2071 for Thomas Coster, the Tory candidate and 1866 for John Scrope. Sir 
Abraham Elton and Thomas Coster were returned. 


Alexander Morgan is described as a barber in the London edition and as a surgeon in the Bristol 
one and he cast only one vote for the Tory candidate Thomas Coster. Thirty four of the 59 
surgeons voted for Coster. There were 73 men calling themselves surgeons, barber surgeons 
and barbers in 1734: 21 barber surgeons, 11 barbers and 46 surgeons — an increase of almost 
50% over 13 years. There was one physician — John Bonithan who was titled ‘doctor of physic’ 
and living in St Michaels parish and there were 36 apothecaries. There was also a printed 
pollbook for the 1739 byelection won by the Tory Edward Southwell. 


The numbers of surgeons, barber surgeons and barbers in Bristol continued to increase and in 
the 1754 pollbook there were 93, with many more barbers (64) than surgeons (17) with 12 
barber-surgeons and 31 apothecaries. This incredible variation in proportions of medical 
practitioners confirms Burnby’s statement that ‘throughout the 18" century...the terms 
“surgeon” and “apothecary” could scarcely be differentiated’ by patients... The terms 
surgeon, barber-surgeon and barber were even more difficult to differentiate. 


During the decade 1720-1729 there were 78 barber-surgeon apprentices, 33 barber and peruke- 
maker apprentices and 58 apothecary apprentices in Bristol. 





5 Juanita Burnby, A Study of the English Apothecaries 1660-1760 (Medical History Supplement 3, Wellcome 
Institute for the History of Medicine, 1983). 
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Alexander Morgan 


Alexander Morgan was born in 1700, the only son of a Bristol mariner and was baptised in St 
Mary Redcliffe Church, Bristol on 25 March. He became one of last of the barber surgeon 
Jeremiah Deverell's twenty-one apprentices and was indentured as apprentice in 1716 for a fee 
of £487, although it is likely that he actually moved into Deverell’s house in 1714 as he must 
have seen Case 9 on Coronation day in 1714. He was one of about six apprentices, one of whom 
was Deverell’s son John, who were all living in Deverell’s house in Corn Street Bristol, with 
his wife, Susannah. This was a high-status Bristol family. Deverell went on to become a Master 
of the Barber-Surgeon’s Gild and was appointed surgeon to St Peter’s hospital, Bristol’s Poor 
Law institution, from 1704 to 1735; Susannah was a daughter of Sir John Duddlestone who 
became Master of the Bristol Merchant Venturers, was Governor of the Corporation of the Poor 
in 1700 and was heavily involved in the pressure groups for moral reform in Bristol. 


Morgan’s father, also named Alexander Morgan was a mariner and died 2 years before Morgan 
started his apprenticeship, Morgan’s grandfather was William Morgan (1650-1700) a Bristol 
merchant and mariner who was married to Elizabeth Stephens; they had five children, at least 
two who had properties in Antigua. 


Morgan became free on 26 April 1723 and had several apprentices. During his first few years 
as a Barber surgeon he had two apprentices and three during the years 1728-30. One of them, 
Anthony Berrow became a barber surgeon in the St James parish according to the 1739 Poll 
Book, but none of the others appear to have worked in Bristol. 
































Father’s status or 

Name occupation of From _| fee 
James Rio clerk?’ Stoke Rodney, Som |1723 [£20 
Robert Hunter brewer Bristol 1726 |£25 
Anthony Berrow yeoman Bristol 1728 * |? 
Henry Bray cordwainer? Bristol [7332 £15 
Thomas Foster clergyman Long Sutton, Som __|1739 {£20 
a By transfer for five years only b Shoemaker 














Morgan leased a house at 31 Corn Street for 21 years at a cost of £15 per annum?*. He did not 
enjoy a great surgical reputation from the numbers of apprentices he had, together with the 
catchment area from which they came and the apprenticeship fees are all small. but nonetheless 
he was a freeman and respected member of the city and was elected a trustee of his parish’s (St 
Leonard’s) educational charity”? as well as being a signatory in the mortgage of the Surgeon’s 
Hall when in 1750 the building was mortgaged to Standfast Smith, an apothecary. 


Morgan’s uncle, Jacob, who had spent most of his working life in Antigua, moved back to 
Bristol in 1742 as he had become seriously ill and he was cared for by Morgan and died in 
1743 being buried in St Mary Redcliffe church, Bristol. Jacob’s will dated 2 June 1742, proved 





6 Whitfield, Surgery, p. 8. 

27 Clerk = clergyman. 

28 Bristol Archives 00467/14. 

2° Bristol Archives 40365/Ch/2/e/3. 


11 


6 February 1743 by Richard Boddicott*, indicates that Jacob left his plantation of 216 acres in 
Antigua, with all messuages, slaves and cattle in trust, subject to the payment of £4000. £2000 
of this was given to his daughter, Rachael and her husband Thomas Shephard. And a similar 
amount to his daughter Elizabeth who was to marry Thomas Watkins. There is a Memorandum 
to his will dated 2 August 1743 in Bristol?! where Alexander is appointed sole legatee of 
Jacob's estate and that both Dr Deverell and Doctor Pye (presumably involved in the terminal 
care of Jacob) were given ten guineas each. Alexander and another executor are requested to 
supervise Jacob's funeral in Bristol and give his two nieces mourning and £20 each and to 
receive the residue of his money, furniture and plate. This ‘memorandum’ is a letter [or extract 
from a letter] to Alexander Morgan and Mr Every stating Jacob’s last wishes, which is then 
confirmed by two witnesses in Bristol as being in Jacob’s handwriting and is initially accepted 
by the court on 6 September 1743 as a valid document in place of a standard will, which would 
have made Alexander his residuary legatee and administrator. But the file then notes that this 
decision was overturned and a will proved in February 1743[-4]. Morgan then started litigation 
against Richard Boddicott, a London merchant, in the Court of Chancery” for the sum of £986 
10s and 5d. The documents include depositions by four Bristol witnesses that include Jeremiah 
Deverall, Morgan’s former master, and John Willett, the patient whom Morgan treated in case 
95. Deverell stated that Jacob had come to Bristol because of an eye complaint and that Morgan 
had attended Jacob from December 1742 until his death and attended him daily and had treated 
him with great respect. 


There was an advertisement in the Bristol weekly newspaper*® 


Whereas a negro boy known by the name of Thomas Champaggne, who lately lived with Mr 
Samuel Pye, surgeon in Bristol has this day eloped. This is therefore to give notice that whoever 
brings the said negro boy to Mr Alexander Morgan, surgeon in Bristol, shall be handsomely 
rewarded and all reasonable charges paid and that if any person presumes to detain this said 
Negro, he will be prosecuted being the property of Col. Thomas Watkins of Antigua. 


Colonel Watkins was Morgan’s cousin’s husband and it is possible that this negro boy had come 
to Bristol with Jacob and after Jacob’s death, he was placed with Samuel Pye after his second 
wife had died. 


It does not appear that Morgan ever married, though Richard Smith jnr claimed that William 
Barrett purchased Morgan’s documents from his wife,** but Smith did not always get his facts 
correct. Morgan died 27 April 1754*° and was buried at St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol. 





3° TNA PROB 11/731/314. 

31 TNA PROB 11/729/25. 

2 TNA C11/2791/12 and C11/836/9. 

33 The Bristol Oracle, 1 March 1743-4. 

34 Bristol Archives, 35893/36/a/1 p. 79 

35 Felix Farley’s Bristol Journal, 27 April 1754 
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Morgan, the historian 


William Barrett (1727-1780), who also trained as a surgeon, credited Morgan with collecting 
much of the material that Barrett used in his book on the history of Bristol**. In the preface he 
wrote: 


Mr Alexander Morgan about the year 1750 became a very laborious collector, from the records 
and old books in the several Vestries as well as the Chamber at Bristol, transcribing many 
Latin Deeds (which alone make two large volumes in folio close wrote) and this with the 
greatest exactness and fidelity. Upon his death all these papers fell into my hands by purchase, 
merely to prevent what had been collected with so much toil and industry from being lost. 


The Dean of Exeter described Morgan as ‘a curious man and a great lover of antiquities, 


although no scholar’.*7 





36 William Barrett, The History and Antiquities of the City of Bristol (Pine, 1789), pp. xix, 704. 
37 Daniel Wilson, Chatterton, A Biographical Study (MacMillan, 1869), p. 131. 
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Morgan’s education and development 


Morgan had a good general education and was proficient in mathematics and Latin before 
starting his apprenticeship. The notebook gives us information about his further education and 
interests. Several pages contain mathematical tables and calculations, for instance: 


Fig | Page of notebook illustrating mathematical table 
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Sometimes Morgan demonstrated his calligraphic and artistic skills. 


Fig 2 Page illustrating drawing and numerations 





Much of Morgan’s medical learning must have come from his master and the other apprentices, 
but he must have learnt something from books. This is suggested by the page opposite the first 
cases where he lists some weights and measures, see below. 


Fig 3 pages of notebook 





The notes on the left hand side of Fig. 3 look as though they have been copied from a textbook 
of some kind and one of the most likely was John Quincy’s The Dispensatory of the Royal 


College of Physicians in London that was published in 1721 and the following table appears in 
the preface. 


The WEIGHTS are 


z Grain. gr. 

x Scruple. 3 

x Dram. marked <5- 

xr Ounce. 5 

t Pound. ibe 

20 Grains 1 Scruple. 
Scruple 1 Dram. 
Drams make 1 Ounce. 

12 Ounces 1 Pound. 


John Quincy was an apothecary. This dispensatory has been described as 

‘a more complete, a more judicious, and in every way a better work than the several rival 
compilations by English writers. It long outlived its author and its competitors, and became the 
basis of later dispensatories and, through them, of two of the most considerable works on the 
materia medica published in Britain during the first half of the nineteenth century.’** Jeremiah 


Deverell would be certain to have had a copy of this Dispensatory for Morgan and the other 
apprentices to use. 


In the notebook Morgan wrote weights in Latin and was very used to writing his prescriptions 
in that language throughout the notebook. 





38 N. Howard-Jones, ‘John Quincy, MD [d.1722], Apothecary and Iatrophysical Writer’. Journal of the History 
of Medicine and Allied Sciences, 6 (1951): 149-75. 
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Morgan’s notebook 
The Wellcome Library details the notebook as follows: 


6 leaves + 70 pp. + 17 leaves 4to. 20 x 16 cm. Original vellum covers. In the second half of the 
book, the leaves are badly oil-stained. Medical case-book: in English. Written in a school-boy's 
arithmetic exercise-book, in which the name Alexander Morgan is found twice with 
calligraphic decorations, on the first leaf, and on the verso of the last. He is apparently the 
writer of these medical notes on patients; the name is also found, written in a more mature 
hand, in the top outer corner inside the upper cover. The earliest dated entry is 1720 on p. 15, 
and in several of the previous cases, the writer speaks of 'my master’; he was probably then a 
student apprentice. An approximate date for the earliest entries may be deduced from that on 
p. 6, which describes the case of a man 'who on the Coronation day received a wound'. This 
must refer to the Coronation of George I in 1714. The latest date is 29 August 1747 on the fifth 
preliminary unnumbered leaf. 


Within the notebook there are 98 case histories, 61 males (61%), 32 female and 5 children 
(under 10 years). Morgan recorded many surgical problems such as complications after 
bleeding, hernias, eye and ear problems and minor surgery. Two conditions were presented 
frequently to Morgan: skin infections (28) and venereal diseases (17), both conditions that 
might nowadays seem unusual for a surgeon to deal with. 


The first cases were written when Morgan was an apprentice each of which he headed ‘an 
obsarvation’, the rest were mostly in 1722 when he was establishing himself as a surgeon and 
some in the 1730’s and 1740’s and the last few patients he treated, from 1744-7 even include 
the names of the patients. For example, one record dated June 4, 1744 was about a fellow 
Trustee of an educational charity in St Leonard's parish in which Morgan lived who was a wine 
merchant. 


Morgan’s writing style changes throughout the notebook — the first case, written when aged 
about 14 in 1715 or thereabouts and the second (Fig 2) was written soon after finishing his 
apprenticeship when aged about 21-22 years. 


Fig 4: Typical ‘immature’ writing of child of case 1 
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Fig 5 start of Case 33 dated February 2 1722 





The next few examples of Morgan’s handwriting follow and all indicate a more mature script. 
These are inserted in various parts of the notebook, starting at the front. 


Fig 6 Case written in 1739/40 





Fig 7 1747 the last of the entries 





The index, written soon after the majority of the case histories had been completed, was 
probably inserted about 1728-30 with the later cases (1739-1747) being added on page 2 of the 
Index with no page numbers attached to them. This suggests that Morgan was spending his 
last years of life collecting and transcribing the historical documents and adding one or two 
case histories to the notebook. His last apprentice would have left his employment in 1746. 


Fig 8 part of Index 





Cases 84-94 were added after the index was initially constructed as the ink has passed through 
the pages because of the subsequent oil damage see Figure 9 
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Fig 9 Case 91 showing extent of oil damage and ink coming through previous page (on left). 





There remain five blank pages at the back of the notebook that Morgan left blank because of 
oil damage, inserting the last 4 cases on verso pages at the front of the notebook. A few loose 
leaves are inserted in the notebook. The largest loose-leaf is written on both sides, with one 
case crossed out (case 60 below) and the other side is case is described below, the other two 
are prescriptions (see above). 


Fig 10 two small scraps inserted in the notebook 


Chaise q"s Qirfer Ref: Rab Wy 


Keh- Lwitior Sfp Riri jakap yi Sat Frunc’d. xx 
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How was the notebook written? 


All these records look as if they have been carefully transcribed from previous notes or records. 
Within the notebook there are a few loose leaves and one is written on both sides with one case 
(case no. 94) and the other side bearing a consultation covered by a large cross. This case was 
written out in greater length and detail as case 62 and gives us an indication of how Morgan 
probably compiled most of the rest of his notebook. 


Fig 11: The loose leaf note from which Morgan wrote case 62 in the notebook 


is brawls aR A ‘ A |) " hy 
ae fn hin aly onl’, a Ba. of . 4, 
Chae a can dies oa 
vay g lhe Riafis | fivetrar 

Weve crt twrfiy have 0 ¥ wt 
ays ; es 4 apr Yala ETE rotons fH rae |) 


Shy iy hay so Ay) AZ A 4 Glee Samana Te 
ry wt My ofrd Need. {heh y ae F nvm 


onmllba rt Toa f yor 
ry em) \ Vi leaten @ “yal wee 
Naas, Vy acts phitey foes ve wh 


ss ji wait? ' 


a Vite 


Aue a 
Pi snndin Atay” 

‘ if jin Null She 
a arn uy Safiinda “ 
brains Comtfar 
Artic d OAM ate ns tonk 
iw Weed oe itvon my’ iy 
7 Avs Chay & \ 





A comparison of the loose-leaf case study and the one in the notebook gives an indication of 
how Morgan elaborated a little on his initial observations. It also shows how the final version 
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is much more carefully written and how it is easier to transcribe. It also continues over three 


full pages of the notebook. 


Front of loose (initial) page compared with the first page of my transcription of case 62 





Loose page 


Transcription of Case 62 





September 4 Tuesday 


I was sent for to aman who had just before 
received a wound in the sight of the eye with 
a tobac pipe which ocationed a moste 
grievous pain. 


? which I immediately lett him blood about 
10 ounces & applied Clauths rung out of the 
Lixiv mixture warmed moderately dry all 
over his eye & part of the face the same 
night I gave him the following Haust: Rx Aq 
Lact Alexit 2 ounces Pecon: comp: I ounce 
syr c nice con I ounce Landan Liquid g 20 
Mise fiat haust statim fumera. This haust 
put him to sleep towards the morning. 


I was sent for Tuesday night to a young man 
aged 27 years that had just received a 
wound in the pupil when a tobacco pipe 
upon which the Aqueous humour*? came 
away instantly & the young man left his 
fight accompanied with a grievous pain. 


I instantly lett him blood about 10 ounces & 
applied over the Eye & the side of the face 
clauths rung moderately dry out of sum 
warm Lixiv: Mixture & the night I gave him 
the following Haust Rx Aq Lact Alexit 2 
ounces Paeon: comp: 1 ounce Syr c Macon 
half ounce Laudan Liquid 20g Mise fiat 
haust statim sumend which put him to rest 
towards the morning. 





The morning being wednesday he was much 
easier than the night before & the wound 
began to digest I drest it with the Lixiv 
Mixture as above & again in the Evening 
and dressing was the same & the hausts was 
repeated which gave him rest about the 
morning but the fore part of the night he 
was a little delirious which was suppose 
was for want of a stool which he had not 
since the first night (when it was two days 
since) this day being Thursday. 


Wednesday he was much easier & a 
digestion appeared upon the dressing. I 
repeted the Lixiv: mixture the morning & 
Evening & likewise the Haust which was 
repeted which gave him sum rest but 
between wiles was delirious which I did 
suppose was for want of a stool it being two 
days since Thursday morning 





TI gave him a Clyster of Sugar & milk he had 
between wily fainting fits for which I 
ordered upon approach of a fit to drink a 
glass of wine on 20 drops of the spirit 








I gave him a Clister of shugar & Milk which 
gave him 4 stools but was often troubled 
with fainty fits for which upon the approach 
of every fit I ordered him a Glas of wine 








39 Aqueous humour = fluid within the eye 
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Corna Cervi. I dressed him with the Lixir 
Mixture as before & ina short time after the 
Clister was given he had 4 stools with must 
relived the pain of his eye in the evening the 
dressing was the same as Fryday morning 
he was very efay & as Collyrian of troch. 


with 20 drops of Spt: Sal: Armoniack but by 
those stools his Eye was much easier the 
dressing was the same boath morning & 
Evening Fryday morning his Eye was very 
easy with a good digestion but for fear the 
Lixiv Mixture should Crisp the fibers. a 
Collyriam of Troch. 





All Rhasis faccram saatarni & Aq Prosare 
ware dropt into his Eye with a pledget of the 
Carat De Lapid Calimina applied all over 
the Eye lid for fear the Lixiv should cross 
the fibers there came from the wound a 
good digested matter & it was very easey all 
day till about the evening & he was a little 
fainty for wel the orders him to be taken 
presently Rx 4g Lact Alexit 2 ounces + 
Peeon: conys I ounce syr with Macon half 
ounce Landan Liquid q 90 Spir: sal 
Armoniac q x mise fiat haust . I gave him bit 
litt rest until the morning, 


alb Rhasis sacch satur: et Aq: Ros: was 
dropt into his Eye applying a pledget of 
Cerat de Lapid Callim all over the dressing 
was very Easie all day until the Evening & 
then he was a little painfull & somwat fainty 
but the dressing was the same & the same 
Evening he repeted the above Haust ading 
Spt: Sal Armoniac 10g which gave him but 
little rest untill the morning. 





Saturday morning I drest him with the 
Collriam & Cerat as before & he was pretty 
easy but this Evening he was between whily 
delirious it being ocastioned for want of a 
stool ( which he had not since the Clyster 
the same evening I reacted the Clister. 








Saturday the dressing was the same but in 
the Evening for want of a stool which he 
had not since Thursday he was a little 
delirious the Clister was repeted which gave 
him 4 stools & put him to rest all night. 


The full case report continues for another 2 full pages and the patient is better one month after 


the injury. 


Deleted pages 





Several pages of the notebook have been cut out: one after page 18, after page 20, after page 
24, one after page 26, 3 or 4 after page 46, one after 48, one after page 70 and 2 pages after 
page 81 and one before page 90 and one after page 98. The pages were probably removed with 
a razor, rather than scissors and the pages were excised before the pages were numbered and it 
is not clear why they were removed. They may have been transcribed inaccurately or they may 
have been removed to show to another person. Two cases end incompletely; the first is Case 
28 and the other is the one preceding the excision of several pages (Case 62 the eye injury) and 
the top of the next page may have been the end of another case (not numbered) as there is no 
mention of how the eye injury progressed. 
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Text of the Notebook 


Terms indicated by * are found in the glossary 


The first few (un-numbered) pages of the notebook consist of cases 95-98 that are written on 
the verso pages at the front of the book with Morgan’s title page as a frontispiece, followed by 
several pages of arithmetical tables before the apprentice cases start. 


Page | 
Case No. 1 An Obsarvation 


My master was sent for to a boy that received a fall from of his horse, being a bout a weak 
after, when he came he found a very large tumer on his head, he applied a Croc plaister* the 
next day he opened it & found the Cranium fractured then he dresed it with ol: Terb* warm he 
continually complaining of his being very drousy which was by reson of an impaction on the 
dura mater*® the next day after he trefined*! the Cranium & found Coagulated blood upon the 
brain he dressed it with a sindon* dipt in Mel: Ros:* warm which if had not without dout he 
would have died. 


Case No.2 An Obsarvation a remedy for deafness*” 


A woman who had been very hard of hearing all moste deaf from her birth & had used all 
means as could be thought of & had been under severall good hands to no purpose & soe 
continued till some time after she was married & had severall children was brought to her 
hearing viz when she was warm at night in her bed she wold stop her mouth & nose very close 
and endevoured to blow her breath as forseable as she could through her nose which in a little 
time brought her to her hearing. 


Comment 
The apprentice Morgan learnt that patients can sometimes teach practitioners a lot, by 
performing what we now call the Valsalva manoevre. 


Page 2 

Case No.3 An Observation 

A Ship Captain had a sarvant wounded in the knee & was under the Care of a surgan a long 
time & and he could not stop the gleat ** the master was advised to Give him A powder scraped 


of the inside of an oystershell as much as yould lye upon a half crown every time it stopped the 
Gleat. 





4° Dura mater = thick membrane of connective tissue surrounding the brain & spinal cord. 

4! Trefined = trephined (trepanned): making a hole in the skull to relieve pressure. 

* This second heading (in italics) was presumably added later, probably when Morgan added the contents pages 
43 Gleat or gleet is a urethral discharge as in gonorrhoea. 
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Case No.4 — An Observation of a cancer on the face 


An ould woman Aged 61 who had a Cancer on her Cheek bone, it wass as broad as half a 
Crown for a Long time; at last she came to my master, when he saw it he dressed it with the 
luna Costic:* & with a pledget* of Lint wet in Spt vini* & layed over it in hopes to have got it 
down, Master dressed her with this dressing for three weeks it still grew the more. Master found 
there was no other way to make a Cure of it but to take it of, to which she consented, for the 
first dresing after it was taken of was, Ol: Terb:* very warm, to stop the flucks of blood, in two 
days after Master opened it & dressed it with the Grean Bals & Lin: Arc;* in order to digest it, 
he continued this dresing for 4 or 5 days, he seeing this did not digest it enough, he dressed it 
with Ungt Basil*: and Ung Mundife: mix*, he continued with this dresing for a fortnight or 3 
weaks tell it was clean then cicatrized* it with Aq: Sapha:* & she was cured. 


Page 3 


Case No.5 An Observation A Compound Wound 


An Ould man aged 76 by trade a pitcher“ as he was pitching in the Pithey in Bristoll, a holliers 
draw* ran over him, & lacerated all the inside of his left leg from about 9 fingers bredth below 
the knee to the small of his Leg in bredth 4 inches, the tendons laid bare & one broke, the first 
dressing his leg was dressed with restringents*° & compress & bandage to stop the flux of blood 
which was very great the third day it was sticht up & a little of the upper flap cut off & dressed 
up hot with Basilicon & Ol: terb:* but after all a mortification ensued & all the mortified flap 
was cut oft & was dressed with Agyptac Spirit:* vin & Ol: terb* & now & then toucht with the 
Ol: Vitr:* to help the fall of the eschar*. It was fomented with strong Lixiv* where into was 
boiled Absinth Centouri Agramon Hyperic* & at length the Eschar*separated & then it was 
dressed with Basilic. & Mercuprim* & was cicatrized with aqua calcis* 

A tumer above his knee caused by the violent pain of his leg it suppurated & was opened & 
dressed with a dossil* dipped in Basil: & Ol: terb:* heated in a spoon, the matter still increasing 
it was opened the length of it & fomented it & dressed it up with Precipitate & Basil* on a 
plegget whereby it digested & was mundified* & it was cicatrized with Aq: Calcis* 


Of a tumer that came to suppuration 





44 A man who pitches the road with tar/pitch. 
4 Draw (a dray or cart) appears to be erased 
46 Restringents = cleansers. 
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Page 4 
Case No. 6 a tumer An Observation 


A woman aged 25 years haveing gotten some hurt in Childbed, was taken with a fever & ina 
bout 2 or 3 days after, was alarmed with a pain in her right Groin near the os ilion*’, which in 
a few days swelled & became a large Tumor Like a penney rowl of white bread they sent for 
My Master. when he came she shewed it to him he finding it as is above said applied to it Emp 
Galb:* in some few days after the absess break then was he sent for a gain he then layed it open 
& gave vent to a great quantity pourulent matter afterwards he dressed it with a proportionable 
tent armd with Unt basilicon* & precipitate. Rub:* over which was applied Emp Diactilon 
simplex* in a few days after he left out the use of the tent & only applied Cerat: de Lapid Cala:* 
the abscess soon about 3 weaks being pretty well filled with sound flesh I after wards to keep 
down the fungus rubbed it with roman vitriol stone*& a pledget of Cerat: devin:* was applied 
to Cicatrize the ulcer which was effectually brought to pass in a bout 3 weeksmore & she 
remaining in a good state of health to this Day. 


Page 5 
Case No. 7 Burns with gunpowder An Observation 


A young man was Charging a gunn, it happened that he left it so that after he had thrown in a 
Charg of powder he began to beat the breech of the peice, a Gainst the ground to make the 
powder lie the closer it went of the powder flew in to his face eyes & nostrils one side of his 
face with the supercillium*® began Immediately to swell and was raised in 2 hours time to an 
Immense bulk My master was sent for he not being at home my fellow apprentice went and 
dressed him as for that night. I went the next morning and saw the swelling but little abated I 
fomented it with an Emolient fomentation & with a glovers needle picked out as much of the 
powder as possible I could I fomented it for half an hour as hott as he could suffer it then 
dressed it up with Ungt: Necotianum the next day the swelling both of the face & supercilltum 
was much abated I fomented it as yesterday before dressed it up picking as much more of the 
gunn powder as he & time would permit so that within 3 days the swelling was all moste 
removed & powder picked out I then ordred some lac muliebre*’ to be gotten & instilled into 
his eye warm which in all such cases as these is very much to be recommended so by this way 
of dressing the Remor*? was quite gon the ulcer digesting kindly it healed & I was discharged 
in 5 days time I ordered that thay should instill the loc mulieb: untill he had totally recovered 
his sigh which was not long after. 


Page 6 
Case No.8 Of an ulcer An Observation 
A woman aged that had a foul ulcer by the outer side of the tarsus?! verey painful sweld & 


inflamed. My Master being sent for & busie, he sent me when I came I found her in a grate 
deale of pain and dressed the ulcer with Linit: & basil mixt* in order to digest the stuft, but 





47 Tleum bone (part of pelvis). 
48 Supercilium = eyebrow. 

* Lac muliebre = breast milk. 
>° Remor = probably ‘swelling’. 
5! Tarsus = ankle bone. 
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found that not digested the stuft nor gave her any ease but continued very painful in somuch 
that she could not take her rest by night nor day. I bathed her feet with aqua Calcis* warmed 
and dressed the ulcer with Rx Ung diap Liniti arcei: Cerat: Nigru:* a like quantaty with Calomel 
q: s* & ordered the following dose to be taken Bo* Calomel: Diagred:* an 10gr over night & 
the following draught the next morning to purge it of. Rx Sy de ram* one ounce Aq Medicina* 
two ounces puls jalapii* 1 scruple order her to repeat this once of weeke which finding agreed 
we continued the same and in short time with good compress & she was cured. 


Case No.9 of the depression of the Cranium An Observation 


of a man about 21 years of age who on Coronation day’ received a wound though small, 
without great contusion on the occiput the man was first of all dressed by a barber 
Chirurgeons*? apprentice of this City, who dressed it as a simple wound on the next day when 
his master came to view the wound he found on the dressing some whitish matter not unlike 
the brains at which being affrighted desired the the [sic] assistance of an other cirugeon 


Page7 Depression of Cranium ctd 


might be called for, which I was made Choice of when I came, I found the patient delirious, I 
immediately threw off his dressings, searched the wound, found a fracture with a depression, I 
presantly proposed the bareing of the Cranium, he readily consented to it which accordingly 
was done after haveing premited to bleed a while, I plucked from the membranes 2 or 3 peices 
of bone upon which followed a quantaty of Coagulated blood with dorsels of drye lint with a 
pledged of basili over it then with good Compress & bandage bound it up. The next day when 
we found the patient restless, delirious & feaverish we opened the wound and found upon the 
dressings well sokend in Coagulated blood with a small portion of the brain, we fomented the 
wound with an Emollient fomentation & dressed the dura mater™ with a sindon diped in mel: 
Ros:* & Sp: vini* mixed & dressed it up as before, the 3 day when we came to dress we 
discovered an other Larg splinter which with much difficulty I plucked out, after which came 
a large portion of the brain, but finding yet that something lay hard betwen the membrane, I 
concluded it to be another peice of bone but finding my mistak by introducing the scope of my 
spatella>> brought that Exteranious body to the hole which to surprise found it was a bullet yet 
with my forceps laying hould of a sort of a peek which it had endevered to pluck it out but 
could not. I then rasped the thin edges of the Caranium & it came out with ease then haveing 
cleansed the wound of that Exterranious bodys we could finde fomented the wound & dressed 
it up as the day before but being seized in the night with a violent fever he departed thys Life. 


Comment 

It seems strange that Morgan is allowed to manage a patient with such a serious head injury, 
especially one who was referred to Mr Deverell, his master. The most likely explanation is that 
Morgan ’ master realized there was no possibility of the patient recovering from the injury and 
allowed his apprentice to have this experience. 





52 20 October 1714 - George 1. There was a riot in Bristol on this day, described by John Latimer in The Annals 
of Bristol in the Eighteenth Century (1893), p.107. 

53 Chirurgeon = surgeon. 

*4 Dura mater = membrane surrounding the brain. 

55 Spatella = spatula. 


pH | 


Page 8 
Case No. 10 An Observation an hernia intestinalis 


of an old man aged 70 who had been troubled with an hernia in testinal for many years, tho 
with very little troable for he had worn a truss for some time by which means he had a palliative 
cure but straining him self violently some time after it came down & he thinking to reduce it 
as he formally had done with abundance of ease strained the part so that he caused an 
inflamation by which it could not possibly be reduced the man, being a criminall & in gail*® 
my master was ordered by the sherive*’ to go and se him & when we came there found him in 
an ordionary condition having had no stool for eight & forty hours his scrotum was much 
ramified & inflamed master ordered the following glister to be presently injected Rx of mallous 
marsh mallows of each two handfulls Camomomell flowers & of each one handfull boil 
in spring water on quart to a pint then strain and add oil of Cammomell & of lillies of each an 
ounce & also ordered a Cataplasm of sheaps dung & softened with hoggs lard to be applied all 
over the scrotum which was accordingly done the next morning when we came to see him they 
tould us the glister came away involuntary about half an hour after it was injected but takeing 
of the Cataplasm found the inflamation abated as also the tumer sumthing Lepin by which 
means we could plain feell the gutt stuffed with excrement we continued the use of the 
catapasm for 3 days all which time he had the illiack passion*® upon time for which he was 
ordered Salt of wormwood* to be given him 10 grains at a time every 4 hours dissolved in a 
spoonfull of lempric juice 2 ounces of mint water this paliated his vomiting for some time but 
it soon returned he had severell 
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glisters given him all to no purpose for he vomited the 3" night very near the chamber pot full 
of excrements but being very robust constitution bore that with abundance of courage which 
would have killed a great many stout men the 4 night wee found him very week with a small 
puls but taking of the cataplasm found it very soft there haveing been a very grate allteration 
sins the morning in so much that it was easily reduced & afterwards he was ordered a 
teaspoonful of salt of wormwood disolved as before mentioned which soon stayed his vomiting 
the next day when i came to see him much altered had two stools & was very likely to do well. 


Comment 

Because of the intestinal obstruction the patient started vomiting and became very weak but 
suddenly the hernia became soft indicating that the intestine had unblocked and the hernia 
could easily be reduced. 


Case No. I1 an observation of pricking of the tendon 


A young man who was Let blood in the right arme in france he being a prisoner came to me 
with a large tumer in his arm on the place ware he was bleed he could not or extend his arme. 
The tumer was pretey hard which made me suspect the tendon was wounded. I dressed him 
with an Emollient Catiplasm* which in a short time softened the tumer so that he had the use 





© Gail = gaol. 
57 Sherive = sheriff. 
58 illiack passion = iliac passion or ileus, blockage of small or large intestine. 
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of his arme but the tumer remained which made me fear itt was an Aneurisme”? although there 
was no pulsation to be felt an other Sirgeon seeing the accident advised to make way into it 
with an needle which I did & there came from it blood of 2 Coulers (viz a verey black blood & 
some verey read by which we thought it to be an Aneurisms for that the black came from 
Coagulated blood in the tumer & the read from the wounded skin but next morning he came to 
me in violent pain which made me fear I had touched the tendon I presently fomented it & lapt 
up in Sp. Vini* which gave him ease but the pain being not quite gone in 3 or 4 days I dressed 
with the Cataplasm of crem Lixiv & ol Liliai* which in few times took of all his paine butt the 
tumer still remaining we resolved to open it which I did (viz I made a prettey thick boulster* 
to place on the Artery all moste to the shoulder with a strong ligature & Turnickett®, then i 
opened the tumer which was ful of Clotted blood 
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which I turned out with my finger where I saw the wounded Artery we past a liguter under the 
Artery a little above & tied it. we left the end of the ligeture out of the wound & dressed it as a 
common wound, itt never bleed after & when the wound was all made well i drew out the 
ligature; the reson whi I could find no pulsation in the tumer was because the Artery lay deape 
under the coagulated blood. 


Comment 

This was an interesting case for an apprentice to learn about a complication of blood-letting 
and to think about the reason for blood having two colours and then to investigate the problem 
further by surgically opening the swelling after he had feared he had caused further damage 
himself. 


Case No. 12 ulcers with varices 


A managed 19 years who had a verey bad Leg it had a very large inflamation with a verey hard 
swellings with varices & several little ulcers it was inclinable to ganger®! he sent for my master 
he not being at home his son went when he came he found it in a verey dangerous condition 
for the first dressing it was fomented with an Emollient fomentation & after that was applied a 
large pledget of Cerat, Nig*. Mixed with a q. s of Ol. Sambuc*. he dressed him twice a day for 
Eight days time the 4 dressing was all the same only he rubed Ung Serpintari* all over his leg 
before he applied the pledget of Cerat. Nig. he dressed it with this dresing for 6 or 8 days then 
he dressed it with Diapalm & Ung Sambuc Mixt* q.s. But still continewed rubing it with Ung 
Serpintari* & then fomenting the tenth day he took a purge as follows Rx Manne* | dram 
dissolv in Aq: Lact: Alex: 3 ounces colaturs adde pulp cases” 3 drams Aq Pecon comp* half 
ounce Fiet Polio Summoma re sumend — he had taken it two hours before it worked he was 
ordered to take manne half dram dissolved in Aq Theriacalis 4 drams which gave him 7 or 8 
stools after the tenth dressing he dressed it but once a day the twelvth day my master son went 
to dress him wen he came he found his leg in a verey likely way of doing well all the hardness 
& the inflamation was gon ware upon he left of the dressing with the diapalm. Ung Sambuc 
mixt* & the fomenting he clensed his leg of the oyntment that was about it & dressed the little 
ulcers with Lini Arci in order to heal them the dressing was the same till about 14 day he took 
another purge after in 4 or 5 days after that he had an Eshew cut in his hip to discharge the 





>» Aneurysmi = a swelling on an artery, where the wall of the vessel has been damaged. 
© Turnickett = tourniquet. 

6! Ganger = presumably become gangrenous. 

© colaturs adde pulp cases = strain and add pulp. 
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umer® toward the 27 day he took another purge we cicatrized the ulcer with Lin. Arc. & was 
cured. 
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Case No. 13 of a wound with contusion 

A young fellow who had been a fileing who had received severell bruises with a large peace of 
flesh cut of near the bignes of half a crown 2 inches above the right eye lid he came to me the 
first thing I clensed the wound of durt then I dressed him up with Ol: Teri* warm with a pledget 
of Unt: basilicon* over. He had a large tumer on his temple I first rubed it with Spt Vini: then 
applied and Emp. de Sapo. after, I had bound up his head I took from him 12 ounces of blood 
out of his right arm, I then dismist him for that night next morning he came I was dressed with 
the common digestive the second dressing was all the same the 3" day wen he came he was 
dressed with the bal: Verid: the 4 dressing was a pleget of lint spred with Ungt basillicon & 
precipt rub: mixt*, over that a common plaister, he was dressed with this dressing from the 4 
day untill the 12 day, untill the proud flesh ris then it was tuched with the roman vitrill stone*& 
with a pledget of Cerat de Vinum* in order to cicatrize it he was dressed with this dressing 4 
or 5 times & he was cured. 


Case No. 14 depression of the craniom 


A Childe aged 3 years who by a fall received a large depression on the cranium, near a bredth 
of half a crown on the left Os Bregma™, with a contusion half as big as a pullets eage, it was 
brought to my master near a quarter of a year after it was don, when my master saw it, he 
ordered it to be shaved & well embrocated with Sp: Vini, & over it was aplied an Empl: de 
Cimini*, we continued with this dressing, for 8 or 10 days we found the swelling much abated 
everey dressing till it was quite gon, we continued with this dressing for 4 or 5 days longer, 
untill the bone riss up even with the rest & with the dressing it was cured. 


Case No. 15 of Amputating a finger 


A young fellow by a bruise on his fore finger caused the bone to swell. Sometime after he came 
to my master, he applied a galbanum plaister for a long time. At last it broake, it was dressed 
with a tent in order to dilate it, to come at the bone which accordingly we did, & got out severall 
peses of the bone, everey dressing more & more till we had got all the hole joint of the finger, 
master fering the next joynt was fowll, advised him to have his finger taken of, according he 
consented to it, the day being appointed, it accordingly was don, the first dressing was Ol: 
terabit*: warm, with dorsels of lint, & over that a pledget of Ungt: basillicon*, then it was 
bound up with propper bandage, two days after he was ordered to come to be dressed, after I 
had taken of the dressings, I 
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bound round the stump a strip of cloth plaister, to draw the flesh cloace together & dressed the 
bone, with a small dorsell of lint, dipt in tinture de myrrh* , the stump was dressed with balsam 
viridi. I continewed this dressing for 6 or 7 days, the proud flesh rising so fast, he was dressed 





3 Umer = presumably humour. 
© Os bregma = site of anterior fontanelle on top of skull. 
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with a pledget of lint, & over that a pleget of tow®, spred with Ungt basili*., we continewed 
with this dressing for 4 days, the dressing was altered with the vitrill ston and then a pleget of 
Cerati divinum* , in order to cicatrize it, he was dressed with this dressing for 2 or 3 weeks, 
then to drey it up he was dressed with tinture de myrrh with a common plaister over, & was 
cured. 


Case No. 16 of an Oedematous tumer 


a young man by the appling of a leech, to the joint of the middle finger, caused an Oedematous 
tumer, all over his hand, to the wrist, he applied severall things all to little purpose, he was 
advised to get sum Vinigur & boy] it, then take it of the fire, & let it stand & hould his hand 
over the flame, for a quarter of an hour, then applied an Empl de Saponi* all over, with the 
application of thease medicines he was cured. 


Case No. 17 a tumer 


A boy of about 10 years of age, of a good habit of body, by geeting up on a wall, his foot sliped 
& fell down & bruised his leg all moste from the calf to his heal verey bad he not speeking of 
it was at last seised with a tumer not very hard nor it painfull, he was brought to my master for 
cure, he seeing it would tend to suppuration, he ordered a Galbanum plaister* to spreed in order 
to haston the suppuration, he being dressed with this for 3 or 4 days & having suppurated 
Master opened it by incision & discharged a quantiti of matter then with a probe sisars he snipt 
ye hollow skin all round near the breadth of my two fingers he was dressed up with dorsills of 
toro & Ol: Terabin* warm with a pleget of Ung basilicon over, it was kept with good bandage 
for this dressing. next day he was dressed with a couple of plegets of lint spred with Ung 
basilicon and Ung Mundificative mixt*. with a pleget of Ungt basilicon over: we continued 
with this dressing for 3 or 4 days then he was dressed with Ung basilicon & == rub*. mixt 
over that a larg pleget of Ung basilicon. the next day he was dressed with a pleget of tow only 
spred with the same mixt, we continued with this dressing 8 or 10 days. by keeping good 
bandage the wound was brought a grate deel less & looking clean & fresh in order to Cicatrize 
it he was dressed with a pleget of Cerat de: vin* which made use of the blew stone to keep the 
flesh from rising, we continued this for two dressings, the next day the wound looked a little 
fowl then he was dressed with a pleget of Mixt, the next day the wound looked fresh and cleen 
then he was dressed with the Cerat: Devin, we continued with this dressing 4 days, the next 
day the wound was fowl then he was dressed with Ung basilicon & Ung Mundif Mixt to 
mundifi it, we continued this dressing 2 days the next day he was dressed with the Cerat: Devin 
the day following was a pleget of tow wet with Aq: Calcis* & layd over the wound with a 
pleget of Ung basilicon over this dressing caused the wound to be fowl next day the dressing 
was altered with a pleged of Mixt, we used this dressing for 4 days, the next dressing it was 
altered with a pleget of black salve® only which agreed verey well & by the help of the blue 
water he was Cured. 





6 pleget of tow = The shorter, coarser fibres remaining in the comb when flax fibres are combed (heckled) in 
preparation for spinning & weaving into linen. 
6 black salve = probably sulphur and carbon. 
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Case No. 18 A sorded® ulcer 


A woman of about 42 years of age, by sume accident her leg broke out & endeavoured the 
curing of it: but it daily growing more painful & not to be endured she came to my Master for 
cure: when she had opened her leg Master observing the Ulcer sordes proposed digestion as 
the only way to remove the pain. I dressed the ulcer with two parts of the common digestive 
Ung basilicon & Ung Mundificative Mixt* spread upon a pleget, the ulcer was of so exquisite 
sense that it would scarce beare the pleget, I continued the same dressing 3 or 4 days by this 
dressing the ulcer never digested next morning. I was ordered to foment her with a vulnerary 
fomentation & then I dressed it with the above mentioned digestive & with a Compress of soft 
linen over it from the foot to the Gartering lightly, a little to restrain the Influx. this method I 
continued a weake or 10 days, by which the ulcer was pretty well digested & less painfull; after 
I had thus digested and deterged the ulcer; I dressed it with Ung basilicon & == * rubr Mixt 
strong. I Continued this dressing two days next day I fomented it with Aq: Calcis & applied a 
pleget of strong Mixt over the ulcer with Compress & bandage the fluxion was moderately 
restrained & the ulcer disposed to cicatrize. I continued the same method of dressing two days 
the next day I dressed it with a pleget of lint dipt in, the dicoct* warm with a pleget of ung: 
basilicon over I continued this dressing 14 days the next day she was dressed with a pleget of 
Cerat. Devin*. I first made use of the Vitriol-stone to keep the flesh from rising the next day. I 
found the ulcer fowl by the last dressing. I then dressed her with the mixt. the next day she was 
dressed with the Cerat: Devin & by the help of the Vitriol-stone & good bandage it was 
cecatrized and she was cured 
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Case No. 19 a sorded ulcer 

A man of about 75 years of age by choping of a piece of wood cut his leg just upon his shin- 
bone through neglect it a sorded ulcer he being a poore man came to Master for cure. I dressed 
him with precipitate sprinkled over the sordes I applied a pleget with Ung. Basilicon* over, by 
this dressing of the ulcer never digested. we continued this dressing 3 days the next morning I 
was ordered to foment his leg with a vulnery fomentation & then I dressed him with a pleget 
of Ung basilicon and Ung Mundificative mixed. & with a Compress of soft linen over it. I 
rowled it up from the foot to the gartering to restrain the influx. I continued with this dressing 
3 or 4 days till it was digested all round the edges of the ulcer then I dressed the edges with a 
pleget of lint dipt in Aq: Calcis warm, then with a pleget of Ung basilicon and Ung 
Mundificative Mixt. I dressed the middle where the ulcer was not digested, then with a pleget 
of ung: basilicon over I continued with this dressing two days. the next day he was dressed 
with a pleget of lint dipt in the Dicoct* warm with a pleget of Ung basilicon over. this method 
I continued 14 days the next day the ulcer looking clean & fresh he was dressed with the cerat 
devin after I had continued this method of dressing a few days looking fowl. I left of the use 
of the cerat. & dressed the ulcer with Ungt basilicon & == rubr Mixt*. The next day I touched 
the ulcer with the Vitriol-stone daily more or less & applied the Cerat Devin: as at first: then 
by a strict bandage disposed the lips of the ulcer to incarn;°* & by the use of these medicines it 
cicatrized & he was cured. 





67 Sorded = with putrefaction. 
68 incarn = become healed. 
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Different writing (so almost certainly added later) 
Case No. 20 


I was sent for to a woman who was most grevously troubled with Collick, Accompanied with 
a strangury, 4 months gon with Child which I immediately relived giveing one dram of Sal 
prunell* in 3 ounces of wite wine. 


Case No. 21 

Aman who was troubled with the a bove mentione thow of a longer standing & much wors in 
so much that his leggs & thighs began to swell was perfectly recovered by taking 2 drams in 
the same quantity of wine. 


A remedy for the Collick & Strangury®’ 
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Case No. 22 of the amputation of a wen 
A young woman who had a large wen”? that grew part on her scapula & part on her arm came 
to my Master for cure, he purposed taking it of; to which she redeyli consented to it, the 25" of 
February he parformed in the following manner. He took hould of the neck of the wen & with 
a sharp Razer he divided it from the Scapula; the Dressings was Ol. Terab: verey hot with 
dorsils of tow dipt in it, & laid over the wound with plegets of Ungt basilicon over, & with 
good bandage stoped the flux of blood, he then dismist her for that night and did not dress her 
untill the 28" following, when first he took of the dressings he applied a warm strope*wrong 
out of the Vulnerary fomentation, over it, & dressed it up with Ol: Terbin & Ung Basilicon* 
with a pledget of Ung Basilicon over, & then bound it up as before, we continued with the same 
dressing until Tuesday the 1‘ of March’! & then she was dressed with Ung basilicon & Bal: 
Verid*. warm, with a pleget of Ung basilicon over, we still Continued the use of the warm 
stupe, for fear of rising a fungus she was dressed the day following with the same dressing only 
it was Could, the next day we left of the use of the stupe & altered the dressing with plegets of 
lint spred with Ung basil. & precipitat Mixt* with a pleget of Ung basilicon over and then 
bound it up; the day following the dressing was all the same, by this dressing the wound had a 
good digestion & Clensed verey well, the next dressing was with 2 or 8 plegets of lint spred 
with the Mixt. & layed over those plases that was not Clean digested, the other plases that was 
clean was dressed with plegets of tow wrung out of Aq: Calcis warm, to indevour to keep down 
the fungus & heal it, for in grate wounds the fungus Causes a grate deal of pain, the next day 
she was dressed with one pleget of the Mixt. upon the parte that was not digested, as for the 
other plases that was dressed as the day before with a pleget of basilicon over, we continues 
with this dressing 9 day the next day the wound was intirely Clensed & the dressing was all 
the same, only the edges was dressed with Cerat: de Vinum* with a pleget of basilicon over, 
the next day she was dressed with a pleget of Mixt by reson the last dressing made it fowl, the 
day following the dressing was the same, the next day she was dressed with the Cerat: De 
Vinum only & a pleget of basilicon over we continued with the same dressing 6 days, the 





© Strangury = difficulty of urination. 

7 Wen = swelling on skin — often a sebaceous cyst, but in this case, clearly a larger swelling. 

™ This operation could only have taken place in 1718, when Morgan was 18 years old as 1 March — Tuesday 
only occurred in 1718. 
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fungus began to rise & she was dressed with Aqua Calcis* with a pleget of basilicon over, we 
continued it 2 days the next dressing was with a pleget of Cerat De Vinum with a pleget of 
basil: over, with the use of this dressing & the Vitriol Stone* Cicatrized it & she was Cured. 
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Case No.23 of a scalded legg 


I was sent for by a gentleman who had the misfortune as he satt by the kitchen fire to have a 
scalding kettle of water fall upon both leggs which so miserably scalled him from the knee to 
the ancle it made him till I came almoste besides himself, he had alredy gott of both stockings 
with part of the Cuticula’? some blisters that remained or arose after weare snipt then ware they 
annointed with a fether dipt in Ol: Lini*: Ung. Alb* mixt with Cloths dipt in the same I dressed 
him in the Calvening’* with the same only adding a little Ung: Basilicon his pain some wat 
abating after dressing he slept for 4 hours. I dressed him the next day as the preceding night 
but the 3"¢ day finding there a large Escar to be seperated, & an Inflamation to be allayed I then 
got some Ol: Samb* warmed & a Cloth dipt thare in & laide over all untill we had the dressings 
ready which althow it was not long got it abated the inflamation had softened the escar the 
Ung: Alb* being left out (warmed which worked to admiration for part of the Escar separated 
the next day thurs we dressed those places where it had not sepurated but ware it had we dressed 
with Aq. Calcis & Dressed them with Rx Diapom* 3 ounces Ung Album* 1 ounce Cerat de 
Lapidi* 2 ounces Mis fiat Cerat spred upon pledgets of tow & dipt in the aforementioned Aq 
Calcis he was by this method cured. 


Case No. 24 of a veneriall ulcer on the Penis 


A man came to me with an ulcer on the penis a little behinde the Glans. I supposed it to be 
veneriall but by no means could make him own itt. I dressed him 2 or 3 days with Ung 
Diapomphol* & a little precipitat. Rub* because it was spungious but it not growing any better 
I tould him that I was sure twas veneriall & that he could not be cured without Internalls he bid 
me use my own method. Accordingly I gave him 1 scruple of Calomel. mixt with a little 
Confarex Ros. Rub*. to be taken the same night at bedtime & the same dose to be taken next 
then to Purge this of with a common Purge but the first dose working 2 or 3 days (yet he would 
not take a second (& gave him as he tould me above 60 stools when the bolus had done working 
he showed me the ulcer which was half Cicatrized 3 or 4 days after I gave him Calomell & 
Diagrid aa 10 grams which worked very gentlely & he was soon cured. 


Case No. 25 


A lad aged 20 years who had; the bad fortune of having scalding matter thrown in his eye 
undefinde, but was in a grate deal of pain came to me. Immediately I applied OI: Lini* all over 
the outside of the Eye with directions to dap the inside frequently with warm milk which gave 
him ease instantly & Cured him in a few days, 





” Cuticula = like an insect’s exoskeleton. 
® Calvening = probably evening. 
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Case No. 26 the Cure of a Phlegmon™ 


A Gentleman of a fat habit of body & allways swelled Leggs was taken with a [swelling, 
crossed out] shivering like the beginning of fever but that went of and Itt fell into his right Legg 
with pain inflamation & large tumer. I bid him for the night to wrap it up in Sp. Vini* which 
he did next morning he sent again to have me appley somthing Elce. I dressed it up with the 
Cataplasm of Lixive* & C which gave him ease but the tumer remained I tould him he must 
be confined to his bed some days other wayse I could not leson the tumer He consented & by 
that continuance of the same dressing, it lessened but it blistered in severall places so I was 
forced to leave of the Cataplasm because the Cuticula came of & some places deper then I 
bathed it verey well with linnen Cloths dipt in Aq. Calcis* verey warm & moist & wrapt round 
the legg continuing so to do, for a quarter of an hour then dressed it with Ung Nicotiana* spred 
upon tow & by this methode he was soon Cured. 


Case No. 27 of a veneriall herpes on boath Arms 


A woman came to me with a herpes on boath Arms & thighs & as she told me it had been of 
long standing she had tried severall good medicines to no purpose. I dressed as I use to do 
others in like cases, not suspecting it to be veneriall till att laste being wery of its stubborness 
after a grate many quivications & Mental resarvations to no purpose I plainly tould her she had 
or was poxed’> she seemed verey angrey at such plain deling in the begining but at last 
consented she had been salivated by unction’® & for 2 years seemed sound & well as ever & 
then took a cours which many years had been successful in the like cases she Purged twice a 
weeke with the following Rx Calomel g 8 diagrid gr 10 Con Ros Rub* qs bolus cap: mane en, 
Regem & in 4 or 5 weeks time was cured by annointing the parts affected with the following 
ointment Rx Ung Album* 2 ounces Precipitat alb. 1 ounce Mise. fiat. Ungt. 


She cured one thigh with Aet communis” (her self, 
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Case No. 28 a hernia intestinalis 


A man Aged 70 years, who had long been diseased with a hernia intestinalis, for 5 or 6 years 
or more this man in riding bruised the same part against the pummel of his saddle. It 
immediately became painfull & hard with a large inflamation, his right testicle was swelled as 
big as my fist, he came to my master for help. I applied the following Cataplasm with Lixive. 
& Ol. Sambucin*. we covered over his scrotum, likewise made use of the bag-truss, we 
continued with this method 3 days, dressing it twice a day by repeat of the Cataplasm is apt to 
dry. By this method his scrotum was much abated, as to the tumer & inflamation. the right 
testicle still continued hard. In order to digest it, we made use of the following Cataplasm. Rx 
flor Cammomel*. farin Sem lini feenugroe* aa Ps coq in aq Fontusquo* ad mollit:* doinde coq 





™ Phlegmon = an area of inflammation in the skin, like a carbuncle. 

™ Poxed = developed syphilis. 

7 Salivated by unction = an ointment containing mercury is rubbed into the limbs and covered with cloths 
overnight causing salivation. 

7 Aet communis = self-medication. 
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in acoto q ss & possoa ad Farin*. Fab of C we continued the use of this Cataplasm 2 days, but 
by reson of the sharpness of the Acet; excoriated of scrotum, we then altured the dressing with 
a pleget of Ung Diapomph* which covered all the scrotum, the next day he took the following 
purge, Calomel g12 to be taken over night & of Diagrid gr 19 to be taken next morning. In 3 
days after he took another purge, of Calomel gr 20 Diagrid g 12 in the same manner as the 
former by the use of this & the foresaid Ung the man was Cured. 


Case No. 29 Of an inflamation 


A man came to me with an Inflamation on his right legg with severall pimples with wite heads 
to them. I dressed him with Ol. Sambuc & Lixive* verey warm with rags dipt therein & laid 
all over the inflammation which I believe would have dun him grate sarvis but he being obliged 
the next day to go to his work caused his legg to swell with a 


PAGE EXCISED 
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Case No. 30 a Gonorrhoea 


A man aged 40 years was afflicted with a swelling in his right testicle with inflamation and 
hardness. I supposed it venerial & rising from a suppression of a gonorrhoea, but he denied it. 
He was first let blood, I then applied Cataplasm all over his right testicle & retained close on 
by a bag — truss. By the application of this Cataplasm a few days the inflamation was removed 
but the testicle continuing hard. I left the use of this Cataplasm & applied another as follows 
Rx Fol: Camomel*. Pi coq in aq: Font* utque ad molit doind: add, Farin* Sem, Lin Fanugroc*. 
& Cumin aa Pi & item coq. Postenadd. acet. Vin. Q.v.& itomin cog doing add Farin Fab qs & 
of C by the application of this Cataplasm in a weeks time the tumour was much abated the day 
following I gave him 8 grams of Calomel overnight & 10 gram of Diagrid* . in the morning in 
5 days after he took another of the same and 10 as before mentioned but before the tumour was 
resolved I took occation to look upon the penis & saw it running likewise there appeared a red 
spot on the end of the glands yet the patient persisted in yet denying it; but before I prescribed 
him ought in order to cure it was more demonstrable & he acknowledged it. The next day he 
was ordered the following Elect. Rx Aethiop. Mineral* 1 ounce Gumm Guajiac* half ounce 
Antimon Diaphoret*: 2 drams syr with Capill Loner q s Elect cap gn in horis med superbibend. 
Haust Aq Benedict Nostr*: by the use of this medicine the running increased he continued 
taking it 8 days the next day he took the following Purge Calomel 12 grams Diagrid 10 grams 
Res Rub qs fiat Bol with Calomel to be taken at bed the Diagrid the next morning & next day 
he took the Elect. In the same manner before for 6 days until it was out & then he took the 
above purge in like manner before the next day he was ordered the following Pills Rx Calomel 
2 scruples Fl Sulph* 9 s Mucilag Gum.Tragacanth* half gram f Pill No 8 cap un: primomand 
& alter hor quarto pomo - rician. He did not take the 2 last pills by reason of his mouth being 
sore and a pain in his head so that in place he today following Elect. Rx Elect, linct 1 ounce 
Cremor tartari one half to be taken at bed time & the other in the morning the next day he took 
the following Elect Rx Elect Linct* 1 ounce Turbith* 4 gram and use as before which worked 
upwards & downwards very well only it griped him pretty much he was ordered a hipnotik 
draft that might but throw neglect he did not take it this running decresed with a thin wetish 
couler which I liked much. The next night he took Pil mathea* half gram instead of the draft 
the evening following he took one half of the Elect with the Turbith & the other half in the 
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morning, the running still seemed to decrease by which I ordered him that evening the 
following Elect: Rx Bals Capiv | ounce Vitel* ovor No. 2 Sacc qs fiat Elect cap ad quantitatem 
N.m vis in die Superbibond Aq Benedict c. he had taken it one day, the next day in the evening 
he took one half of the following Elect: Rx Elect Linet 1 ounce. Cremor tartari* 1 ounce fs Mis 
and the other half in the morning those days he did not purge he did not take the Elect. In order 
to stop the gleet. In 3 days after he took another of the same purges in like manner. In 2 days 
after he took Sal Prunell* 1 scruple in a glass of water at bedtime and 1 scruple in the morning 
in like manner. By the use of this he took the heet of urine entirely. He took all his Elect that 
week in the pot & there remaining nothing but a small gleat from the uritha He was ordered to 
inject Aq Calcis* 8 times a day by the use of which confirmed the cure with 3 more of Sal 
Prunell aa 1 scruple to be taken every evening. 


Page 20 
Case No. 31 a Gonnorrhoa 


This man who had been diseased with a Gonorrhoa & cured thereof had but within a week he 
came to me with a recent Gonorrhoa contracted 2 or 4 days before. I began the cure with the 
following bolus Rx Elect. Linet* 2 ounces Terb: Minoral*: 7g which vomited him once with 
out any stool which I compated to the frequent use of mercurialls in the former cure. Likewise 
in 4 or 6 days after I gave him Calomel 15g at night & Diagrid* 12 g in the morning that same 
morning I went to see him & he tould me that it had not moved him at all I yewed the penis & 
found it swelled a grate inflammation of the Glans likewise a violent Gonorrhoa with heat of 
urin & grate soreness all up his yarde’* which made me in fear of a Chancre the next afternoon 
he took Terb: Mineral*: 7g confo rosa q: fit Pill. Itt vomited him very well & gave him 3 stools 
the next morning, in 5 days after I yewed the penis & found the Gonorrhoa preseded from the 
Glandulo Odoriferea” so that little or no discharge came from the urethra likewise att that time 
thare appeared ?? at the end of the Glans a long white bladder for which the same evening I 
repeted the same vomit as is above mentioned but itt griped him very much I ordered the same 
evening the following hipnotick Draft Rx Aq: Menthe* 2 ounces Cinamon. Fort*: 1 ounce Ol. 
Amigo.D.one and half ounce Syr c mocon. half ounce Laudan. Liquid Sydon g12 Hors Somn. 
Sumend. Which eased him in a short time & had a good nights rest the inflammation was almost 
gon the bladder & all othere simtons disappeared after he was ordered the following bolus to 
be taken that night Rx Antimon Diaphoret*: Gum Guajac* aa 2 scruples Bals. Capiv*: q:s:f: 
bol, No.4. he took them one at night & the other in the morning drinking after a draught of the 
Aq: Benedict* and after he had taken them to be taken them I gave him the next day a purge 
as follows Rx Elect Linct? Turb: Mineral: ?g Mise in three days after. I repeated the 4 bolus as 
is above. Mentioned & in like manner as before In two days after he had taken them I gave him 
Calomel | scruple in the evening & Diagrid 12g in the morning which worked very well the 
next day in the evening I gave him Calomel | scruple thare being little or no running & the 
cure being near finnished I repeted that evening Calomel scruple & Diagrid g15 the next 
morning which did not work at all but griped him very much the same evening I gave him a 
Glister of Mallows* Pi to two quarts boyled to one quart & then add shugar. & Ol: Lini aa 
q:f:s; which gave ease of his mouth in a short time & four stools. In two days after I gave him 
the following potion Rx Puls jalap* Ai Syr Calpsin Cervin 1 ounce Aq: Cinnamon Flordent 2 
ounces Cap. Statim cum reginin which worked very well there being little or no running at all 





78 Yarde = penis. 
” Glandulo Odiforiferea = They are modified sebaceous glands located around the corona and inner surface of 
the prepuce of the human penis. Their secretion may be one of the components of smegma. 
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in 4 days after I yewed the penis & saw a red spot on the Glans to indevour to car it of I ordered 
him that evening 
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Minoral g7 which worked very well & carried of the inflamation & running white and thin 
without heat of urin in 3 days after — in the evening I ordered him to take the Elect. in manner 
as follows Rx Bals, Capiv* 1 ounce Vitel. Over* No 2 Sacch: q:s:f: Elect cap. ad quant. N.M. 
vis in die Super bibend haust. Aq. Benedict* c. when he had made an end of this Elect. I ordered 
him Aqua Calcis to inject 3 times a day likewise I orderd him a Purge in manner as follows Rx 
Pil ex duob. Qfs Antimon. Diaphorate*. Pil prunel aa g10 Resin jalap g12 mise f. Pil No. 6 he 
was to take 3 that night but if they did not work by the next day erly he was to take the other 8 
which he did accordingly he finished the Cure 


Case No. 32 a Gonorrhoa 


A man aged 40 years who had contracted a Gonorrhoa much about 3 weeks came to me for 
cure at that time he had a running without inflammation only a small sharpness of urin. I 
ordered him that same night the following purge. Rx Pil ess duob. Calomel aa half ounce Syr 
c. Rahmnod q.s.f: Pil No. 12 3 to be taken that night & 3 to be taken the next morning so there 
was to have been taken in like manner in 2 days after, but they not working well I ordered 
him to take them all in the morning which accordingly he did which purged him very well & 
carried of the heat of urin likewise the Gonorrhoa was inconsideruble. in 4 days after. I gave 
him Calomel g 12 that night, in the morning he took Pil ex duob 1 scruple by the use of this 
last, I purged off the Gonorrhoa & dismissed him well & perfectly Cured. 


Case No. 33 A Gonorrhoa 


A young woman of about 22 years of age was committed to my care having a virulent 
Gonorrhoa the cause weere of its not being discovered. It continued long upon her & after four 
months was accompanied with a pain in her thise, the same evening I ordered her half of the 
following Elect: & the other half in the morning Elect Linet* 1 ounce Turb: Minoral*: gr 3, 
which vomited & Purged her very well. The running appeared more & her pains was not so 
grate the second day aftur in the Evening I ordured her to take one of the following bolus, Rx 
Gum Guajac*. Antimon, Diaphorot*.aa half scruple Theriac Vonet* q s f bolus Indroif No 4gr 
cap hor doculit. 
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& primo mane superbibend. haust. Decoct. Ligu: Guagic ?? Tepid which swetted her 
powerfully & carried of her pains entirely. In four days ? she repeted the following Elect. Rx 
Elect Linet* 2 ounces Turb: Minorel* 9g to be taken in the morning, by which fluxed her very 
moderately ? the day of the flux, I gave the following Clyster. Rx Mallows ?? a Couple of 
quarts of water. Which boyled to one Pinte & a half? ing Elect Linet1 ounce O1: Lini q.s. which 
gave her two stools the flux continued running nigh one quart a day. In two days after I gave 
her the following Purging Portion. Rx Pulv: jalap | scruple Syr with Spirit Cervin 1 ounce Aq 
Cinnamom Hordeat*. 2 ounces Cap. Statim. Cum regimin which gave her 8 stools the running 
being nigh the ? as before mentioned. In 4 days after she had repeted the above I ordered her 
the following Elect. Rx Bals: Capiv* half ounce ???? Duor Sacch: q.s. f Elect erafsis: cap 
adquant N.M.bis in superbibond haust aq: Benedict*.c. the running a bated by the end? of this 
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medicine; & in 4 days time I ordured her Calomel 5g ?? over night & in the morning Diagrid 
12 gr which worked very well the running being moste gon & her Cure being neer finished, I 
ordured her that Evening Calomel | scruple the next morning Diagrid 15? Gr having taken the 
same quantaty 2 nights before that did not work did not work®? but it made her chaps*! fore & 
caused? her to flux as much as ever. It not being my desire ?? ordured her the above Purgeing 
Portion which gave her but one stool same Evening she took one half of the following Elect. 
& the other in the morning, Rx Elect Linet 1 ounce Crem ¥* 1 ounce Mi which Gave her 6 
stools. my indevour was to carrey of this flux by purging. the running being little or nothing, 
so I repeted the above Purgeing Portion ? days after. but it not working presently I ordured her 
Sal Cathar* half ounce to be taken in a glass of water which gave her 5 stools. the flux 
continuing as much as before, but there being very little ???ing upon her in 2 days aftur, I 
ordured her the following Elect one half at night. & the other in the morning. Elect . Linet 1 
ounce Crem ¥ one and half ounce which gave her 2 stolls in 2 days aftur she had taken this 
purge the flux intirely left her. thare being no running of the Gonorrea 
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but what discharge there was, did proseed from the wites*?, & she having a supprecion of her 
menses. in 4 days after the last purge I ordered her that same evening one half of the following 
Elect: Rx Pil ex duob half scruple Antimon Diaphoret*. Sal prunel aa 10 grams Roszin jalap* 
14 nife of Pil no 7 & if it did not work, by the morning Early, she was to have taken the other 
half. but it worked very well & gave her 8 stools. The same day. I injected with the Aq: Calcis 
warm with directions to make use of it 3 times a day. in 3 days after took the other half which 
worked very well, she using the Aq: Calcis as before mentioned, 2 days longer which finnished 
the Cure. 


Case No. 34 a wound of the Eye 


A man Aged about 50 years happened to have a blow in his Eye with a peace of Cheas directly 
in the sight which made a wound. It being very painfull & swelled having no sight at all. I 
dressed him with the following Collyrium* Rx Aq: Ros 4 ounces Larch Satur Troch: alb. 
Rhas*, aa q.s & ordered him to come in the Evening but he being in so much pain could not. 
The next day it being very painfull. I first fomented it with the Emolient fomentation near half 
an hour then I applied the following Cataplasm Rx Con: Ros: Rub 4 ounces Sacc Satur. 1 ounce 
Aq Ros qs.f.C he semed to be something Easiour wilst Fomenting but afterwards in as much 
pain as ever in the evening I dressed him as before only leving out the Cataplasm & dressing 
him with the Collyrium as is above mentioned orduring them wen the Cloth was drye to make 
use of the same water at bedtime & after to take a Composing Draught but gave him no rest. 
The next day he was dressed as before. I ordured hm the next morning Elect Linct 1 ounce we 
gave him two stools his Eye being not so painfull as it was neither so much inflamed nor 
swelled, He began to disarm® the light of a candle I continued the same dressing with the 
fomentation & the Collyrium for sum days after until the wound was virtually healed then I 
dressed him with the blew water*4 Dressing sum in twice a day which finished the cure 





8° “Did not work’ inserted twice. 

8! Chaps = (of the skin) to make or become raw and cracked? 
8? The wites = leukorrhoea or white vaginal discharge. 

83 Disarm = discern. 

84 Blew water = probably the aqua rosa used above. 
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Case No. 35 a scirrhous®> 


I was sent for to a young women, Aged 24 years that was taken with a suddard swelling upon 
her arm, which still increasing so much that with in 4 hours time, it was swelled from her hand 
wrist up to her arm pitt, to a grate bigness and hardness with very little sence & little alteration 
of the natural couler of the skin until it became scirrhous. Sum months before this happened 
she annoynted with the Oyle of Bays & quicksilver* for the itch. Without wrightly 
understanding the use of the medicine. Which I suppose fixed in the nerves. I dressed her for 
that night with the Lixiv: Mixture very hot with flannell wrung out and then laid all over her 
arm. & she was ordured a sufficient quantity of Aq: Theriac Vonet which swetted her 
powerfully so that by the next morning the hardness was much abated and then fomented her 
with the vulnerary fomentation with Spirit Veni & then applying the Lixiv Mixture as before, 
& dressing it twice a day the next 
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The next morning I added Lixiv. as the fomentation in steed of the Spirit Vini & fomenting 
with it as before dressing it up with the Lixiv Mixture I continued this dressing Eight Days 
untill I had carried of the Tumer and restored it to itts sense thare remaining only a hardness a 
long the tendons I continued the use of the same fomentation & then applied the Emp. de 
Galbanum all over that hardness by which perfected the Cure in 5 days time I then ordered her 
a purge or to after which finished the Cure. 


Case No. 36 of nodes & chancre (inserted in margin) 


A girl aged 12 years was Diseased as her friends did suppose with the King’s Evil®* having 
severall Ulcers about her particularly one on her head ware of the Cranium was bare near the 
bredth of a sixpence another under her ham and one on her Ancle accompanied with pains more 
in the bed than up with nodes upon her shins & arm with grate alter ation of her speetch & all 
the symptoms of the Lues Veneria®’, but her friends denied it strongly however they put her 
into my hands for Cure. I purposed salivation in order there to I made up Calomel 2 scruples 
in 10 pills one to be taken morning & Evening in the mean time I imbrocated the Nodes with 
the Tinct Opiatum* & then applied the Emp de Galb: Opiatum* over. By that time she had 
taken all the Pills she spit nighto a pinte a day I then ordered Calomel 2 scruples fs to be made 
up in 8 pills ordering her to take one every day according to the quantity she was to spit which 
was upwards of a pint & a half a day orduring her Gruell & brouth & such like things during 
her course of Physic. I dressed the Cranium dry endeavouring to Exphollate it, by this time her 
ulcer was well digested & began to Cicatrices when she had taken the pills I ordered 2 scruples 
fs more No 8 to be taken as the for more her nodes was almost desolved her ulcers were entirely 
healed & the Cranium was all moste sealed & all things tending mightily to her cure I made up 
O2 fs more of Calomel gr8 for her to take as I saw she could bare it but she being very week 
& fainty I ordered her to leave of taking them thare being but two left she drank a glass of wine 
now and then & a Cordiall to keep up her spirits with Good brauths & C I fluxed her near 5 
weeks at a pinte & half a day she complained of her mouth being sore I gave her Oxymel* qs 
viyu which did her sarvis in a few days after she recovered strength I gave over night Calamel 
4gr in the morning Diagrid 10gr which worked very well 9 days after I ordered her the 





85 §chirrus = a hard tunour on any part of the body. 
86 King’s evil = tuberculous glands of the neck that were cured by the touch of the King. 
87 Lues veneria = syphilis. 
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following Elect Rx Aethio Minoral* 1 ounce Gum: Guajac* 1 ounce Syr with Capil vonor* q 
s F lect cap ad quant Nuc Moscat Bis in die superbibend haust aq Benedict composit. When 
she had taken it all I ordered the Calamel & Diagrid as is above mentioned twice more & to 
follow the Elect: 2 months after she was cured. 


PAGE EXCISED 
Page 25 
Case No. 37 of an Erysipelas 


A woman of about 58 years of Age & of a fatt habit of body as she was sitting at her Chambur 
window in the Evening was seized with an Erisipelas in her face & in the hairy scalp spreading 
down her powl. She had been let blood the day before I was called for, by a neighbour, I applied 
a large Epispastik to her neck. & dressed her face with a cloths wrongue out with the following 
Mixture warm Rx Lixive Ol Sambuci* ad q: s: with directions to wet the Cloths twice a day 
she complained that she had been costive 5 days I ordered her Elect. Linct*. 1 ounce which 
gave her one stool I continued this dressing three days & then the swelling & inflamation 
disappeared I then ordered her Elect: Linct: 1 ounce Crem Tar | ounce which gave her a couple 
of stools. I left the use of this dressing & dressed her with a soft Mixture spread upon Cloth of 
the Empt: Diapalm* & Ungt Sambuci*. She took the common purging portion two days after 
which gave her 8 or 9 stools. Which being repeated she was cured in a few day after. 


Case No. 38 Herpes Exedence** 


A girl of about 7 years of age was brought to me with a Herpes Exedence spreding over her 
face. She had been afflicted with it soon after the small pox & parents had often indevered the 
Cure but to no purpose it being a bout 3 years before she came to me thow not at so grate a 
haith®? as at present for her face was swelled very much by the violent itching she would be of 
the scratching & picking it & then it scabs soon after with a thin scurf & indurates the flech. I 
immediately applied an Epispastick to her neck & then anointed her face with Ung at Herpet. 
Twice a day; day following being Wednesday, I ordered the following pills to be taken twice a 
day one in the morning and evening Rx Calomel half scruple Antimon Diaphoret* 1 scruple 
Conf Ros Rubr* qs m PNo.10 Thursday I dapped” her face with the Aq Calcis* warm & 
then annoynted it as before Saturday I ordered Calomel 10g that night & Diagr 10g the next 
morning which gave her 6 stools. When she had taken 5 of the pills & her face was almost well 
the same day I left of the use of the Ung: and dressed with the Aq Calcis as is above mentioned. 
She has a weakness & running in her Eye for which I made use of the Collyrium but her face 
semed to be dried in scales by the use of the Aq: Calcis so I left of the using it & annoynted 
her face with pomatum. I kept the blister running with the parpetuall blister plaister for some 
time after she was well by the Thursday following she had taken the other 5 pills the Friday 
she repeated the above purge & within a few days after I dismist her parfectly cured. 





88 Herpes exedence = an ulcerated skin condition that leaves hard lumps in the skin when healed. Treated with 
mercury. 

8° Haith = probably extent, height. 

°° Dapped = probably flicked. 
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Case No. 39 of a scalded chest (inserted in margin) 


A woman came to me who had the bad fortune three days before to scald herself from her neck 
to her waist and part of her arm she being in great pain until she came to me. I dressed her with 
Ung: Basil* & Aq Alb:* aa q s; which digested & gave her ease to admireation. I continued 
this dressing some days until it was well digested & then I dressed her with a Aq Calcis dressing 
it warm & then I applied pledgets spread with the following Mixture Rx Ung Alb* 1 ounce 
Cerat de lapid* 2 ounces Ungt Diapom*: 3 ounces which perfected the cure in a day’s time. In 
a few days after she came to me complaining of a pain in both breasts with inflammation and 
hardeness which I did suppose proceeded from her giving suck before. I ordered her breast to 
be drawed. I annointed her with Ung Sambucis* which gave her ease but her right breast not 
being used to give suck became very painfull & hard with inflamation I let her blood about 10 
ounces & annoynd as before which relived her very much but throw her not coming her breast 
gathered & broke & she undertaking the cure her selfe which I hear since is in a likely way of 
doing well. 


Case No. 40 by the tendon wounded (inserted in margin) 


A young gentleman about 22 years of age of a good habit of body, one day when he was playing 
with a little dog was bitt on his little finger, the wound being not much bigger than a birds Eye. 
The wound being directly upon the tendon it grew painfull & he being obliged to come to 
Bristol fair was recommended to me, It still grew more painfull Clear away to his brest with 
inflammation & swelling half way up his arm. I immediately applyed the Lixiv Cataplasm* 
dressing him twice a day. The next morning he was much easier. I continued this dressing 6 
days. the pain being gon from his brest & the inflamation & swelling being not so grate I left 
off the use of this dressing there was a harde Tumor on the inside of his arm just above the 
elbow & on the outside below to which I applied the Emollient Cataplasm. that day he was in 
much pain & the Tumer above seemed to spread uhier I continued the same dressing & that 
evening he took half of the following Elect and the rest in the morning. Rx Elect: Linct* 1 
ounce Crem ¥* half ounce which gave him 4 stools & his arm seemed to be much better the 
next morning the Tumer — belowtended to suppuration I dressed that with the Cataplasm & the 
other with the Galb: plaister*. The next day I applied a Caustick to the lower-Tumer & 
discharged about a teaspoon full of gleat which I did suppose proceed from the Tendon. I 
dressed with Bals: virid*: with a pledget of Ungt Basil*: & a Common plaister over. I renewed 
the Emp de Galban* & applied to the tumer above, the next day his pain was intirely gone. I 
dressed the Escar as is above mentioned the tumer above was much less by the discharge below 
continued the same dressing the next day he was obliged to go home in the country. I gave him 
the above dressings & so dismissed him give ing him a couple of the above purges which in 
since well 
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Case No. 41 


A poor fellow was accidentally by some unskillfull bloodletter blooded in the right arm. The 
tendonous Expansion being pricked in the operation it immediately grew very painfull all up 
his arm clear to his right breast with inflamation & grate swelling he dressed himselfe with a 
Cataplasm* of Masht Turnips with a sufficient quantity Axung porc* he continued this dressing 
3 or 4 days but found no benifit for he was in continuall burning pain & his arm was swelled 
to a grate bigness so high as the arm-pitt. He put himself into my care. I finding it as is above 
mentioned I dressed the orifice with hott Ol: Tereb with a pledget of Ungt Basil*: over & with 
a Mixture of Lixiv*: and Ol: Sambu* ad q: s: very warm. I wrung out Claughs & laid all over 
the inflamation which in some mesure allaied his pain with direction to wett the Claughs when 
groun dry. I continued this dressing 2 days. I found it inclined to suppurate for which I made 
use of the Emollient Cataplasm & within a few days it came to suppuration and then with my 
probe-sizers I laid it open the whole length of the tumer. I dressed it with dorcels * dipped in 
Ol: Tereb*: with a pledget of Ungt Basil: over I bound it up for that night the next day I dressed 
him with the Bals: Virid*: & a pledget over. I continued this dressing 4 days & then it was 
dressed with a pledget of mixture with a pledget of Ungt Basilicon over. Likewise there was a 
large tumer reaching alonge the tendon of the same above to which I applied the Empt: de 
Galb*: wen I had brought it to suppuration I opened it by Caustick the breadth of half a crown 
& discharged a Gleat from the tendon. I suppurated the Escer with Ol: Tereb: & Ungt: Basil*: 
& then I sprinkled it with procipit.rub: with a pledget of Ungt Basil: over. I continued dressing 
the wound below with the mixtum untill it was well digested and then cecatrized it with the 
Aq: Saporina* to the upper part I continued the use of Escaroticks* for some time untill it had 
digested the hardness from the tendon that surrounded the Escar which was considerable & 
dressed him with a pledget of Mixtum for some days & cecatrized it with the Cerat: devinum* 
& he was cured. 


a prick of the tendon (this is inserted in small writing at the bottom of this page) 
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Case No.42 


A woman of about 28 years of age, having been two years diseased with the Lues Venerea with 
an Node on the left shin & a little above it was broke out in small ulcers with pains at night & 
a bubo”! in her groin she had been under the care of others some time but found no benifit. she 
Consulted me for a cure. I purged her with: Elect: Linet:* 1 ounce Crem Crem * *1 ounce half 
the same Evening and half the next morning which worked very well 4 days after I ordered her 
Calamel half ounce to be made in seven pills one to be taken morning and evening when she 
had taken all her mouth began to be sore & she took going to bed Calamel 12 gr and next 
morning Diagrid* 15 gr which worked very well the next day I ordered her Calamel 1 ounce 
to be made in 12 Pills one she took the same night & so on until she had taken them all, 
according to the quantity she was to spit which was three pints a day for 26 days following 
which from that time I let the salivation decline and when it was entirely of I ordered her the 
following medicines in order to sweat her Rx Bals: Capiv*: 1 ounce Vitel* over No 2 Sacch q: 
s F Eto be taken the quantity of an Nutmeg at bedtime drinking half a pint of it following warm 
Rx Lig guaiaci tti liquiritio 2 ounces Aq: Commutting boil it until comes to two quarts & then 





°! A swelling of the lymph nodes. 
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let it infuse one whole day when she had taken the Elect: & the decoct®’ I prepared the same 

quantity of the ingredients accept the Commu of which I added 8 tt more & made a weak 

decoct: for her common drink which she continued two months at length she complained of an 

itching about her bodye which I thought might proseed from the decoct I forbid her from taking 

any more. She told me her belly grew very taught for which I ordered her to take twice a week 

the following purge Rx Calamel. & Diagrid aa 10 gr which perfected the cure in a few weeks. 
Lues venerea (this is inserted in small writing at the bottom of this page) 
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Case No. 43 


A man a bout 70 years of age subject to the Gout, was taken with a pain upon his foot, he being 
oblig’d to ride a long journey. incresed his pain, and produced an Inflamation of a livid couler, 
it blistered the bredth of a half crown, upon his foot. & the Inflamation was spred up half-way 
his leg. he sent for me. I findeing it as above mentioned. I dressed him with claughs rung out 
of a mixture of Lixiv*; et Ol: Sambu* warm and laid it all over the Inflamation, without sniping 
the blister: in the evening I dressed him with the same which by the next morning the swelling 
& Inflammation was much abated & the blister sunk but his pain continued. he complained that 
he had not had a stool for 3 days. I immediately ordered him Elect Linet* 1 ounce Crem * * 1 
ounce which gave him 5 stools. the same morning I dressed him with the Lixiv: Cataplasm. his 
pain & inflamation by the Evening was much abated the next day the dressing was all the same. 
& by the day following the Inflamation disappeared. but the pain continued thou not so grate 
as before. I then applied the Claughts roung out of the above mentioned liquer & with a good 
swath I swathed from the foot to the Gartering but not very tight, the next day I left of the use 
of the Lixiv: et Ol: Sambu* for fear of crisping the fibers & annoynted his leg with Ung Sambu 
with a dry Cloth over. Swathing it as before. I repeated the above purge dressing him a few 
times more with the Ung till at length it came to suppuration on the instip. I oppened it by 
insison & discharged a small quantati of bloody matter. dressing it with a pledget of Mixtum. 
The next dressing I sprinkled it with precipit with a pledget over but the wether growing could 
& he being oblig’d to walk a broad in business made the wound not digest. I dressed it with a 
small pledget of lint dipt in the Bals hispani:* & the Liniment: Arci* warm with a Pledget of 
Ung Basil over. I continued this dressing a few days until it was well digested, and then dressed 
him with the mixture which finished the Cure. 
A phlegmon® (this is inserted in small writing at the bottom of this page) 

This case is written in beautiful handwriting. 
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Case No. 44 


A young fellow having long suffered with an impostume™ in the left testicle & having passed 
through negligent hands, was at last as an object of charity recommended to me, it being nigh 
one year after it had been opened. I looked upon it & saw the bodye of the Testicle without the 
scrotum it had spred with fungus-flesh to an Immense bulk. The right Testicle was swelled 
much & the scrotum was ulcerated in severall places. I charged him with the Luis venereabut 
he strongly denied it he being of a weekly constitution I advised him to goe into the Cuntry for 





» Decoct = result of boiling. 
°3 Phlegmon = an area of inflammation in the skin, like a carbuncle. 
°4 Impostume = swelling and tenderness. 
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some time to recover strength giving him dressings until his return which was three weeks. he 
being much hartier I purposed extirpation it being the only way to save the other to which he 
redely consented. the day being appointed & having got dressings redye, I began my work with 
laying bare the Spermatick Vessels, then passing my needle under the upper part of the Vessels 
& tied them & cut off the end of the ligature. A Little below I passed my needle & made a 
second Ligature, leving the ends to lye out of the wound 3 inches then dividing the vessels 
below the ligatures & took of the Testicle dressing him with dorsils dipt in the Ol: Tereb*: 
warm with a pledget of Ung Basil*: over binding it up with the bandage proper for the operation 
over the abdomen I applied a double Cloath rung out if the defensative Majo: the operation 
being over he was layd in his warm bed & the night he took the following Anodyne®. Rx Aq: 
Lact: Alext:* 2 ounces Peron with 1 ounce Syr with Mocon* half ounce Laud: Liquid* 15gr 
Mise Haust hor somn Sumend. Next day when I took of dressings I applied a stupe rung out of 
the Vulnerary fomentation dressing him with the Balsa Verid* et Linim: Arci* with a pledget 
Basil of over, I continued dressing two days, the wound digesting well then I dressed with 
pledgets spred with Basil & Precipt: Rubr:* mixed by reson the above dressing would be apt 
to produce fungus this night the Anodynewas repeated. this dressing was continued 5 days 
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it being well digested I dressed the wound with pledgets of Lint sqwezed out of the Tinct: de 
Myrrh* with a pledget of Basilicon over: the Anodyne was again repeated this night I continued 
this dressing but two days by reson of it being very painfull, The wound looking fresh with a 
small discharge of matter & inclining to Cecatrize. I dressed him with pledgets of tow rung out 
of the Aq: Calcis* warmed with a Pledget of Ung: Basil:over drawing the lips as cloace as 
possible with strips of Cloth plaister. This day I made Calamel 2 scruples into Pills one to be 
taken morning & evening I continued this dressing 4 days the next dressing I added Tinct de 
Myrrh* to the Aq: Calcis: dressing it as before. He had taken all the Pills. I repeated the same 
quantity as before. A few days after he had taken the pills he complained of a grate pain in his 
stomach with fainty ness for which I ordered a Cordial this dressing I continued eight days and 
I dressed him with the Cerat: de Vinum* which Cecatrized the wound mightily that within a 
few days it was perfectly well. The scrotum of the right Testicle was ulcerated in two or three 
places one run hollow down by the Testicle half an inch which lodged the matter & for fear of 
infecting the Testicle I made a seton” through the Cavati drawing a scain of silk through. the 
Testicle was swelled & hard but the matter having a free discharg the Testicle lessen’d & the 
hardness was not so grate. The little ulcers I dressed with pledgets of lint squeezed out of the 
Tinct: de Myrrh with a pledget of Basil: over. I continued the Seton but two weeks by reson of 
its being very painful I drawed out the scain of silk & with a probe sezers sniped the skin in 
one dressing it with precipit: Rubr with a pledget over. I repeated the same quantity of Calamel: 
as before. I continued the use of Escaroticks in devouring to discharge the hardness from the 
Testicle which it did in a few weeks, bring it to its natural size. Still repeting the Calamel in 
the same manner as before untill he was well. but the edges of the wound growing callous I 
was obliged to snip them dressing it with a pledget of mixtum untill it was well. His mouth was 
sore with the Calamel. & he took Crem* 1 ounce Elect Linct 1 ounce 





°> Anodyne = Pain killing medicine. 
°© Seton = an artificial sinus made by a needle and kept open with a thread. 
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which gave him eight stools & carried of the soreness of his mouth when taking the pills of 
Calamel as usiall untill he was perfectly well which was not long. I repeted the Elect: Linet: 
Crem ¥ as often as his mouth grew sore to prevent a salivation. the Calamel that he hat taken 
in parfecting the Cure was in all 5 ounces & 1 scruple. 


Case No. 45 1721 herpes milliaris”” (this inserted in small writing in the margin) 


A young man of about 28 years of Age, upon the application of a warm plaister to his groin 
produced many angry pustules spreding in clusters about his thighs with Inflamation round 
their basis. I being sent for & finding it as is above mentioned dressed it with Aq Alum* et 
Spirit Vini* q.s.daping it very hot & living the Clauths wet upon the part for that night. I should 
have made use of the Aqua Herpet: but not having any I made choice of the above medicine. 
The next morning I made use of the Aq: ad Herpet: in like manner with orders to use it half a 
score times a day which was continued 4 or 5 day. I afterwards purg’d him with Rx Syr c 
Rham* | ounce Pul: jalapy* 1 scruple Aq:Lactis 2 ounces M:F: P:which worked all the day by 
which & the aforesaid Aq: Herpes* was dried up in the several parts & cured. 


Case No 46 1722 an ulcer 


I was sent for to a woman Aged 82, that had been troubled with a large ulcer upon each Leg, 
nigh 30 years, but the ulcer upon the right Leg Cicatrized, & stopt the discharge of matter, that 
had been of so long continuael which took of her stomach for victules, & produced an 
Inflamation, on the hinder part of the thye spreding over her nee & all over her foot. I made 
use of the Lixiv Cataplasm* as usiall in Inflamation applying an Epispastick all over the former 
Cicatrix, which brought down the running which did formerly attend the ulcer, which Carried 
of the inflamation & brought her to a good appetite which do still continue well. 
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Case No. 47 Feb 19 1722 


A woman of about 28 years of age, having been nigh two years, diseased with something like 
a serpige”® in her face & legs, making many round spots with a small itching, came commended 
to my care The first week she dranck half a pint of Aq: Benedict twice a day, afterwards I gave 
her Calomel 15 grams, over night & purged it off in the morning with Diagrid*.15g three days 
after, I made up Calomel | ounce & 15 grams in 12 Pills in order to rise a slight salivation. She 
took, one each morning & evening, for 4 days in which time she had taken a pill which upon 
her Catching Could, immediately made her spitt to the quantity of a quart a day (She was of a 
weakly Constitution), the next day she had 3 loos-stools, which made me fear the salivation 
would have declined. (She was fainty by these stools, for which reson this night she took a 
Haust) but in 9 days after it riss to sich a haith, that she could not speek at this time she spit 
upwards of 3 pints a day. The same evening I ordered her the following Clyster. Rx 





°” Herpes milliaris = millet sized vesicles. Herpes is caused by a virus and is of two types: Herpes simplex, which 
is a blistery skin problem affecting commonly the lips and genitalia. Herpes zoster, also called shingles, is caused 
by the same virus that causes chickenpox, and lasts longer than Herpes simplex (about 2-3 weeks). Herpes in the 
18" century included any skin problem with a collection of small blisters and included both H.simplex and 
H.zoster, but also included many other skin problems like eczema. 

°8 Serpige = herpes. 
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Decoct.malv | teaspoon, sachar.rub | ounce Ol. Lini half ounce Misce-which gave her but one 
stool. the next morning her speech was something relived, but the salivation was at a great haith 
the same morning. I repeated the above clyster, ading Elect.Linct: 1 ounce which: gave her two 
stools, this evening I applied an Epispastik to her powl®? & gave her the following purging 
portion Rx Pil ex Duob* 15g in aq Theriac* 1 ounce solute sis e Rahmno | and half ounce M 
Statim sumend the next morning she had seven stools, & was much better the salivation not 
being so high. Two days after I ordered her a Clyster of fatt braugh, which gave her two stools, 
the same evening her speech was much better, but she spit upwards of a quart a day. The next 
day I repeted the above purge which gave her 6 stools & she spit a a quart a day but her spirits 
being exhausted by the many stools and for want of rest I ordered the same evening this Haust. 
Rx aq: Lact: Alexit*. 2 ounces Peonic* 1 ounce Syr c Mocon*: half ounce Laudan: Liquid:* 
g15 Misce f haust statim sumend. 2 days after she was very restless, for which I repeted the 
above Haust ading Liquid Laudan 5g this night she rested well 3 days after her mouth was 
painfull, I ordered her the following Gargle to rins it often. Rx Mel Ros* half ounce Aq: 
Commers 2 ounces Spir. vitr, 15g. It was 5 days since she had a stool for which I repeted the 
Clyster. The salivation Continued 5 weeks by the taking of Calomel 2 scruples & 8g as it 
declined I purged her twice or thrice with the 
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Following Purging Portion Rx Decoct Senn Gercon 3 ounces Tinct sacr 1 ounce Syr with 
Rchamno 6 drams Misce f haust Purg: craftine mane cum Regimin sumend she being intirely 
free of her malade & continuse well to this day 


Case No. 48 1721 of a struma! (this inserted in small writing in the margin) 


A young Gentleman aged 23 years Came to me out of the Country with a large struma on the 
right side of his neck, reaching from his Ear down under his Jaw he had made use of the 
Calomel a long-time & with the Ung ad strum: I imbrocated!®! the part very well and then 
applied the Emp de Galba*: over dressing it every day for a Considerable time but found no 
benefit thereby. I began a new method with Imbrocating the struma with the Tinct: Opiat* & 
then applied the Emp: de Galb: Opiat over imbrocating the part every day & renewing the 
plaister every other day with the following medicines to be taken as described Rx Aethiop. 
Minoral* 1 ounce Antimon Diaphore* Gumm: guajac:* aa | dram fye Capil vener* q:fx F 
Elect: ? quo caput ad quant nuc jugland bis in die superbibend aq: Benedict*. which did him 
grate servis & the struma began to suppurate & sumthing less he Complained the Elect: purged 
him very much to prevent which even he had taken it all I ordered him the same quantity again 
leaving out the Gumm: guajac: which did not purge him. I continued the use of the Tinct & the 
Plaster the thereafter lessen’d & it was much softer & the Glands suppurated the Elect: being 
taken I repeted the above Elect with the Gumm guajac the struma lessen’d very much but the 
Elect made him very sick in steed thereof I ordered him the following Pill to be taken one in 
the morning & evening Rx Calomel 6 and half scruples fs f: Pil No. 14 he had taken but three 
before his mouth grew sore I ordered him two of the Pill over night purging it with Diagrid* 
15 grams but this method was very troublesome which made me repeat the above but with the 
Gumms the Strume lissened very much. I continued the use of the Tinct & Emp & the same 
Elect was repeated he was purged twice a week with the Calomel & Diagrid the Elect was 
repeated without the Gumm, but he tould me that he would take no more (after this) the struma 





°° Epispastick to her powl = applied a blister to her poll/head. 
100 Struma = swelling in the neck, or scrofula, ‘the King’s evil’, treated commonly with calomel. 
101 Imbrocation = embrocation (?) 
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but for want of the Emp: I used the Emp de Galb I made up Calomel 3 and half scruples in 12 
Pill one to be taken morning and evening Purging him twice a week as before which I believe 
would have cured him but he undertook the Cure himself and I was dismist. 
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Case No. 49 1722 


A man of about 30 years of age, Complaining of grate pains in his limbs from a Could 
Especially in his left groin & all down the same thigh two days after the pains left him but in 
two or three days he was seezed with a pain in his left Leg from his knee to his Toas with a 
pricking heat & exedingly inflamed & blistered, for the appeasing of which a pretender in 
Chirurgery, stript the blisters & drest it with Tereb: Venet:* others ware sprinkled with alumi: 
uft: partiqularly one on each side the ankle insomuch that they were by the use of this 
Escarotick, mortified the bredth of two Crown peaces the leg growing more painful. I was 
fetched to him (I found it as is above mentioned) I made an incision in the escer on the inner 
side nigh three quarters of an inch before the part was sensible the other I scarified dressing 
them with warm OI: Terb*: et Basil: with a pledget of Ung Basil* over the places ware the 
blisters were stript I drest with an Equall quantity of Ung Basil et Ung Sambuci* spred upon 
paper plaister which cured it very soon the same night he took half of the following Elect: Rx 
Elect Lenitiv* 1 ounce Cremor Tartar* 1 dram the next day the dressing was the same, the 
same evening I found upon the dressing a thin wite matter. I drest it very hot with the Ol Tereb: 
& drest it as above mentioned. The next day I added Ung Basil to the Ol: Tereb: I continued 
this dressing many days adding a proportionable quantaty of the Bals: Verid* to the above 
digestion after dressing it very hot with the Ol Tereb: giveing it a stupe or two rung-out of the 
vulnerary fomentation before every dressing by this method I reed, a good digestion, for fear 
of a fungus I did not use the fomentation nither did I continue the above dressing but two days 
after the dressing was a pleaget of Mixtum for many days but the fungus beginning to rise I 
was obliged to dress with something more drying as the Pul: Lap Calain Subtil: sprinkling all 
over the wound 10 pledgets of Ung Basil over which did not only keep down the Luxurious 
flech but cicatrized it very much, before they were cicatrized he was seized with a painfull 
Tumer in the former thigh from the Groin to the knee & down to the Calf of the Leg about four 
fingers in bredth & very hard I applied the Emp de Galb*: for many days but the tumer growing 
more painfull & hard, I applied an Emollient Cataplasm 
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By the application of which desolved the Tumer from the thigh & took of the pain but the calf 
of the leg Tumefied'°? & grew more painfull I applied the same Cataplasm as is above 
mentioned by which in a few days it came to supuration. I opened it by incision & discharged 
a well concocted matter dressing it with a proportionable tent dipt in the Bals Livic with a 
pledget of Ung Basil over which I continued sum days after I dress him with a tent of the 
mixture & in a few days after with a pledget of Mixtum* only (Keeping good bandage from 
the foot to the Gartering which Cicatrized in a short time, the above wounds were cicatrized by 
the used of the above powder. 





102 Tumefied = become swollen. 
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Case No. 50 1722 (asmall date in margin) 


A man of about 48 years of age came to me who had been diseased 3 days before with a 
Procidentia Ani!°, it being ocationed by Costiveness at which time straining to ease nature 
forced the sphincter to such a degree that the internal rugous coat of the intestine turned 
outwards he being in extreme pain desired my spedi help. I gave him the Aq: Calcis* to dap it 
hott indevouring to shrivel the part but it being of little service I gave him the Aq: Alum*: et 
French-brandy to foment it in like manner which perfected the cure in two days. 


Case No. 51 1722 (a small date in margin) 


I was sent for to a man who had just before fallen of the roof of a hows! thirty foot in haith, 
he received a large contusion in the small of his back, and ankle and knee, his thum was 
dislocated which was soon reduced but there remained violent pain in his back to which I 
applied the Lixiv: Mixture very hot & likewise to his knee and ankle. I took from his arm 12 
ounces of blood, & the same night he took a haust but was very restless with his back, the next 
morning he took Elect Lenitix* 1 ounce Cremor Tartar* 1 dram which gave him 6 stools & 
relived his back very much in a few day I repeated the same purge and applied an Emp: de 
Sapene* to his back and acle & dismist him Cured in a week. An other who had the same 
accident was cured by the above remedies. 
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Case No. 52 


I was sent for to a young man 21 years of age who had reciv’d a blow 3 days before on his left 
testicle it being very hard & much swelled with: Inflamation & grate pains stretching all round 
the small of his back. I let him blood about 6 ounces (which reliv’d him instantly of his pains) 
& applied the Lixiv Cataplasm* all over the scrotum (twice a day). The second day I purged 
him with the Elect Lonitiv 1 ounce Crem Tartar* 1 ounce it gave him 8 stools much reliv’d as 
to his inflamation & pain the next day the same purge was repeted which worked very well. I 
continued the use of the Cataplasm 4 days by which time the inflamation & swelling was almost 
gone wat remained upon the testicle was sumway hard for which I applied clauths rung out of 
the Acet: Vini* warm’d & applying it all over the scrotum purging him two days after with the 
above Elect: until the inflammation disappeared which was in two days after. I purged him 
once with the Calomel & Diagrid* aa 12 g which perfected the Cure, it being in all but 8 days. 


Case No. 53 
May 22 1722 (small writing inserted in margin) 

A Girl aged 16 years that had been diseased with a Tubercle! upon her head but her friends 
applying medicines soon got it well but within a year & a half after there arose an unequal 
Tubercle of the compass of a shilling upon her nose, but if any thing were applyed to it, it 
heated & became very painfull her friends dapt it often with Spirit Vini* & other medicines 
nigh 6 months which did much exasperate & spred the Tubercle to the Compass of a Crown- 
peas!°. I being Consulted began the Cure by Giving her over night Calomel g15 & purged it 
of in the morning with Diagrid g15 which purged her well & vomited at her often 4 days after 





103 Procidentia ani = prolapsed anus. 

104 Hows = house. 

105 Tubercle = warty outgrowth. 

106 Crown peas = a coin about 1 and half inches diameter. 
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I made up Calomel 1 scruple Confor rosar* q: s: f: Pill No 4 one to be taken each morning and 
evening purging it of with Diagrid gr12 but it not working soon. I gave her Sali Cathar 3 drams 
which gave her 6 stools & her nose grew much better the next day she repeted the Calomel as 
above mentioned giving her Diagrid gr17 which purged her often & vomited her twice. I 
omitted the Calomel 4 days by reason her mouth grew sore in which time I purged her twice 


Page 38 


her nose was much better the next day I repeted the Calomel to be taken as the former by which 
her gums was very sore the next day I gave her Diagrid 15g which gave her but one stool the 
same evening she took half of the following Elect: the rest in the morning. Rx Elect Lonitiv* 
1 ounce Cremor Tartar* 1 ounce misse which gave her 6 stools & freed her gums from the 
soreness two days after she repeted the Calomel as ofiall. (I made no external application to 
her nose until now which J anointed litely over once a day with Ung: Alb et procip: albus.* Her 
nose grew much better) & the last of the the pills gave her 6 stools but I repeted the usual dose 
of Diagrid which vomited & purged her once the next day I repeted the Calomel which made 
her mouth sore I purged her with the above Elect which gave her but 3 stools & her mouth 
continued sore two days after 3 repeted the same Elect which gave her 8 stools & freed her 
mouth from the soreness the next day I repeted the Calomel (although her nose was freed of 
the Tubercle I continued the use of the Ung:) which made her mouth sore I gave her the Diagrid 
which gave her 6 stools but the soreness continued I repeted the above Elect two days after 
which worked well & freed her mouth within a few days. I repeted the Calomel purging her 
with the Diagrid the next day I repeted the Calomel as usual & purged her with Elect: Lonitiv 
1 ounce Cremor Tatar | ounce I repeted the Calomel once more purgeing it of with the above 
Elect. within a few days after I purged her with a dorce or two of the Calomel et Diagrd aa 15g 
& then dismist her Cured. the exact quantity of Calomel that she have taken in the prograce of 
her cure is 3 ounces. 


Case No. 54 


An Erysipelas affecting the face & the hairy [scalp of a man 35 years of age]!°7 I let him blood 
about 10 ounces & applied an Epispastick to his neck the next day I purged him with Elect 
Lonitiv 1 ounce Cremor Tartar 1 ounce taking half over night & the rest in the morning which 
gave him 8 stools I applied cloughs over his face rung out of the Lixiv: et Ol Sambuci* as warm 
as she [sic] could suffer it with directions to repete 
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the same wen the Clauths grew dry. The next day he repeted the above Purge which worked 
well. The Erysipelas was much better. I left of the use of the Lixiv et Ol Sambuci & drest him 
with an equal quantity of Ung Sambuci et Emp. Diapal* spred upon Cloth. The next day I 
repeted the above purge which worked well. His face was much less & the inflamation 
disappeared by this method he was cured in 8 days. 


Case No. 55 of the piles (very small writing inserted in margin) 


A man came to me he had been diseased with the piles nigh 12 months which by their long 
continuance & a grate discharge of blood had brought him very weak. I found round the verge 





107 This phrase inserted in tiny writing. 
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of the anus two large piles which I drest with pledgets of lint spred with Ung Basilicon* 
sprinckling with Precipt: Rub:* with in 2 or 3 days Clensed the piles & disposed them for 
cicatryzing which was Completed by the use of pledgets of lint squeezed out of the Aq: Alumi 
with the common plaister over. 


Case No. 56 July 11.1722 — scorbutick!®* ulcers (inserted in margin in tiny writing) 


I was sent for to a lad 7 years of age (of a scorbutick habit of bodey) that had been afflicted 
with foul stincking ulcers upon the palate and boath tonsillos his gums were affected with the 
same the teeth ware all loos with a horrid stinking breth & a loosness accompanied with fever. 
his friends had made applycation to his mouth about 3 days before I came (but grew much 
wers). I immediately applied an Epispastick to his neck (to prevent the influx of humers upon 
the parts which is very necessary in moste cases of the head) & with my armed probe tucht the 
ulcers frequently with Sp: Vitriol*. afterwards rincing his mouth with the following gargle Rx 
Mel Anglia* 1 ounce Aq: font 2 ounces Sp: Vitriol* qut 30 I drawed severell stinking loos teth 
& tuch’d the sockets with Sp: Vitril rincing it after with the above gargle by this method in 6 
days time he grew much better & he had as they tould me supt a dish of mutton braught & eat 
half an Egg which was more than he had dun for a fortnight. The next day a flux of blood came 
from his mouth ingrate 
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quantatyes where the blood vessels were excoriated by the ulcers I let him about 4 ounces 
which immediately stopt it but wat with the loss of blood and the fatigue of his disorder had 
brought him extreem weak but his mouth grew much better as the slough digested from the 
ulcers. I drest it with the gargle only & frequently rinst his mouth with the same. I 
expholiated!” the bones ware I had dressed the teeth & in a few days after many of the ulcers 
ware heald & as he grew in strength I made him a fontinel in his arm & purged him once a 
week Syr Rabarb* half ounce by which method in a short time he was perfectly Cured I ordered 
the drinking the Aq Benedict* for som months after & ordered him to rins his mouth with Aq: 
font: et Roch Alum* q s to strengthen the gums which cured him 


Case No. 57 August 1722 a burn with gun-powder (inserted in margin in tiny 
writing) 


A Ship-Carpenter Aged 32, as he was Charging a Cannon with a carferage of Powder, it took 
fire blew of & burnt his hand-rist & som part of his arm allthow not very bad yet it occasioned 
much pain I drest him for this night with Ol Toreb:* daping it very hot then applied a pledget 
of Ung Basil over there was an Inflamation upon the left Cheak occasioned by the Powder 
which I annoynted with Ungt. Sambuci* & dismist him for the night. The next morning I 
applied a warm stupe rung out of the Emollient fomentation over the part & drest it with a 
Pledget of tow rung out of Ol Lini* et Ung Basilica* with a pledget of Ung Basil over the 
Inflamation was well with the above Ung this evening the dressing was the same (& the next 
day was much easier) the next day I left of the use of the fomentation (for fear of a fungus) & 
drest him with a pledget of tow spred with Ung Basil et Ol Lini mixt* could the dressing now 
was the same in the evening & next day. Yesterday following I dressed the parts ware it was 
well digested when pledgets of Cerat de Lapid* & the other parts with Ung Alb et Basil q f & 





108 Scorbutus = scurvy — a disease characterised by extreme debility. 
10° Expholiated = casting off their outer surfaces, in the form of putrid ‘leaves’ or scales. 
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it digested. I drest it all over with Cerat de Lapid which cicatized & finished the Cure by the 
29th of the same month. 
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Case No. 58 August 16 1722 of an impostume in the ear (inserted in margin in tiny 
writing) 

A young man about 16 years Came to me complaining of a violent pain in his Ear he had often 
applied a tentmade with a rosted fig but to little purpose. So I took out the tent upon which 
there appeared a witich!!° matter. I drest him twice a day with two thirds of the Emollyent 
fomentation & one of the Tinct de Myrrh* warmed dropping 2 or 3 drops into his Ear applying 
a tent armed with Emp de Galbas* by which method in 3 weeks time he was Cured. 


Case No. 59 1721 of a scorbutic ulcer (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A young man about 19 years of age of a Scorbutick habit of body which came from Jamaca!!! 
with a painfull ulcer upon the hinder part of his left leg he had endevered curing it himself 
about two months at length he was recominended to an Empirick!''* for Cure. Many 
applications had been ineffecturally applied for about three months. The ulcer was grown much 
larger the lips thick and Callous and the parts about Livid with grate putrefaction & daily 
growing more painful, & not to be endured, at last he came, commended to my care. I observing 
the ulcer to be as is above mentioned drest it with a pledget of Ung Basil: et precipit RubMixt* 
with a compress of soft linen over it, & rowled it up from the foot to the Gartering lightly a 
little to restrain the Influx. This method I continued for sometime by which the ulcer was pretty 
well digested, & less painfull, but it soon formed in a large slough which by the same method 
was digested but leveing the lips thick & callous as before. I had vomited him twice with the 
Turbith Mineral* aa f7 which worked well but prove of little servis the blood being so very 
much infected for which I ordered him the following Elect: Rx Aethiop Mineral* 2 ounces Syr 
& conserv Rosar* q s f Elect c quo cap ad quant Nuc jugland bis in die. Superbi bond aq 
Benedict he took this medicine every day for 3 weeks in which time I very often drest him with 
the mixture, but afterwards offering the Aethiops not to answer my Expectation & declined the 
use thereof & advised him to drink Aq Benedict twice a day for the ulcer was as frequently 
covered with those slought in the time of taking Aethiops as before. I well digested (as I 
thought) with sprinkling the ulcer all over with precip: Rub* with a Pledget of Ung Basil over 
the next day I drest him with a pledget of tow rung out of the Decoct jugland:* with a pleget. 
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of Cerat de Lapid Calimi* over but by the next morning I found it covered all over with slough 
as bad as ever & his body very much Emaciated by hard drinking & rambling much a broad in 
somuch that it rendered the ulcer of so exquisite sense that it would scarce bear the pledget. I 
resolved upon confining him to his lodgings keeping him strickly to his Diet. drink was a 
regular method in diet. I fomented the ulcer with the Vulnerary fomentation* & drest him with 
a pledget of Mixtum but this dressing occationed much pain the next ? day I left of the use the 
fomentation and drest him with a pledget spred with Linement: Arca et Bals*: Verid: mixt* 
could by which the slough was well digested in 3 days time & there appeared upon the dressing 
a good quantity of thick wite matter. The next day he was drest with something more drying as 





10 Witich = white-ish. 
‘Il Jamaica. 
"2 Empirick = Quack. 
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Ung Basil et Linement Areca mixt* which was continued for many days until a fungus riss 
which was sprinkled with Pul Lapis Calimin* with a pledget of Ung Basil over. The ulcer heald 
very much but I doubted how it would cure so suddenly as was expected (by reason of his 
going to sea) without the help of a more steady bandage meaning a laced stocking was put on 
with good Compress under it. I continued the dressing with the Pulv: Lap Calam* for many 
weeks, but the Ung Basil heted & Excoriated the tender skin for which I applied the Cerat de 
Lap Calam in its stead which agreed very well & the ulcer was with a pleget of Cerat de Vinum* 
the ulcer was Cicatrized to the bredth of half a Crown which was before nigh the bredth of my 
two hands I did not dres him myself to be the percicution of the Cure by reason he went soon 
after to sea with directions to dress himself 


Case No. 60 August 18 1722 The agu (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A sayler aged 23 years who came from Virginia with a Quotidian!'? which had troubled him 
all the passage the Could fitt came on generally at the hour of 10 in the morning & went of 
with the hottfitt about 2 in the afternoon for which I ordered him the following Elect Rx Port: 
Peruv: pulv:* 6 drams Conf: Rosar* half ounce syr Papaver: Eriat*: q:s: M: F; Elect: Cap: q: 
N: M: 3a quag hora extra parexium this prescription alone generated 
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Cures the fitt which by the 23 he had taken all the Elect & had not been troubled with the fitt 
since the taking this medicine I intermitted 8 days & then repeted the same Elect: again which 
were taken in about of 6 days perfected the cure. 


Case No. 61 Aprill the 18 1722 — Chancres!'*+ with Callouses(in left margin in tiny 
writing) 


I was sent for to a Girl aged 16 years that had lain, & often swetted, in the bed with her Brother 
(nigh twelve months) he being at that time desesed with the Lues Venerea which at length 
infected the Girl to a high degree that within a short time she broke out with Chanceres Ulcers 
in several parts of her body as face, back, thighs, the ham & Legs, with grate alteration of her 
speech with an ulcer upon the palate accompanied with pains at night & was much emaciated 
with all the symptums of the Lues Venerea I purposed salivation as the spediare method of 
Cure but first I purged her with giving her this night Calomel 8g & the next morning Diagrid* 
8g which worked well. Sum of the Chancres were sprinkled with Precip: Rub*: others ware 
drest with the Mixtum & three days after she repeated the a bove purge which worked well & 
in two days after I made up Calomel 3 scruples in 10 pills one she took this night & one the 
next morning which riss the salivation. I purposed her to spit one pint & a half a day she took 
the remainder of the Pills at discretion. The Chancres ware drest with the Mixture but those 
that were well digested were drest with Pledgets of lint squesed out of Aq: Mixtura with 
pledgets of Ung Basil over by this method many were Cicarized by the 24 of may. I ordered 
her 2 scruples 8g of Calomel to be made into 8 pills and taken at discretion as before. Wen 
these were taken I made up one and a half scruples Calomel in 6 pills. The Chancre that was 
upon the ham was at first as broad as two Crown peases but by this method it was brought to 
the cumpas of a shilling but grew Callus for which I drest her with the following Medicine 
Tereb: Venet* half an ounce Quick-silver* half ounce grinding it well in a marble morter until 





"3 Quotidian = a malignant form of malaria. 
‘4 Chancre = a primary syphilitic ulcer. 
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the particles disappear & then I spred it upon a pledget of lint & laid over the Chancre there 
was one upon her hip which was Callus which was drest with the same medicine these two 
being the only ones remaind uncuree. I repeted the Calomel 2 scruples & 8g to be made in 8 
pills & taken as the former 
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but for want of taking a larger quantaty of Calomel at a time the salivation declined to the 
quantity of half a pinte a day for up to 3 weeks wen this Calomel was taken I ordered her a 
larger quantaty at a time giveing her over night Calomel 23g I left of the use of the above 
Medicine by reason the Callous edgis was but little the better. I touched them frequently with 
Lunar Caustick* applying pledgets of lint squesed out of the Aq: Mixtura* with a plaister & 
this night I gave her Calomel half ounce & the next morning Calomel | scruple & the €g/v 1 
scruple more at this time she spit upwards of a quart a day. A bout two day after I gave her 
Calomel 10g which kept it up to a good haith which from this time I let the salivation decline 
until it was intirely gon of & then I purged her with Calomel 1 scruple over night & Diagrid 
15g the next morning which purged her well & vomited her often. gut all through she had taken 
so much Calomel & the use of the Lunar Caustick* being so frequently required that yet the 
Callus Chancre did not resolve according to my expectation until such times I had vomited her 
twice with the Turbith. Miner aa 6g by which means in a few days time made grate alteration. 
I made use of the Lunar Costick but twice & drest her with the Cerat Devinum* before it was 
broaght to the Compas of a silver penne but the Chancur upon her hip proved very vexatious it 
being nigh the Compas of a shilling & generally covered with a slough which was drest 
sumtimes with the Procip: Rub & then with the Mixtum & wen it was well digested I drest her 
with th Aq: Mixtura. This night I gave Calomel 10g & the next morning Diagrid 15g which 
worked well. A few days after I put her under a corse of Diet-drink of the Lig: Guajaci: to the 
quantaty of half a pint twice a day & between wiles I vomited her with the Turbith. Miner* 6g 
keeping her to a weak Decoct of the woods for sumtime after. By which method the Chancres 
ware pafectly Cicatrized with the help of the Lunar Caustick. the Calomel that she took in all 
was 4 ounces 2 and half scruples. she drank the Aq: Benedict* for sumtime after she was well 
which was by Sept the 9th 1722. 
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Case No. 62 Sept 4 1722 A wound in the pupil (in left margin in tiny writing) 


I was sent for Tuesday night to a young man aged 27 years that had just received a wound in 
the pupil with a tobacco pipe upon which the Aqueous humour!!> came away instantly & the 
young man lost his sight accompanied with a grievous pain. I instantly lett him blood about 10 
ounces & applied over the Eye & the side of the face clauths rung moderately dry out of sum 
warm Lixiv: Mixture & the night I gave him the following Haust Rx Aq Lact Alexit* 2 ounces 
Paeon: comp:* 1 ounce Syr c Macon* half ounce Laudan Liquid* 20g Mise fiat haust statim 
sumend which put him to rest towards the morning. Wednesday he was much easier & a 
digestion appeared upon the dressing. I repeted the Lixiv: mixture the morning & Evening & 
likewise the Haust which as repeted which gave him sum rest but between wiles was delirious 
which I did suppose was for want of a stool it being two days since Thursday morning I gave 
him a Clister of shugar & Milk which gave him 4 stools but was often troubled with fainty fits 
for which upon the approach of every fit I ordered him a Glas of wine with 20 drops of Spt: 





"5 Fluid within the eye. 
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Sal: Armoniack* but by those stools his Eye was much easier the dressing was the same boath 
morning & Evening Fryday morning his Eye was very easy with a good digestion but for fear 
the Lixiv Mixture should Crisp the fibers. A Collyriam of Troch. alb Rhasis* sacch satur: et 
Aq: Ros:* was dropt into his Eye applying a pledget of Cerat de Lapid Callim* all over the 
dressing was very Easie all day until the Evening & then he was a little painfull & somwat 
fainty but the dressing was the same & the same Evening he repeted the above Haust ading 
Spt: Sal Armoniac* 10g which gave him but little rest untill the morning. Saturday the dressing 
was the same but in the Evening for want of a stool which he had not since Thursday he was a 
little delirious the Clister was repeted which gave him 4 stools & put him to rest all night. 
Sunday the dressing was the same boath morning and Evening Monday I used the Colliriam as 
before but mixed with the Cerat de Lapid Calam Sacch* Saturday which accationed much pain 
but in the Evening I drest with the Collyriam & the Cerat only as above Tuesday the dressing 
was the same & this night I gave him half of the following Elect: 
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Rx Elect Lenitiv* 1 ounce Cremor Tartar | dram mise & the other half Wednesday morning 
which gave him but a couple of stools the dressing was as yesterday before. Thursday the same 
but the Eye was much Inflamed with a large digestion from it & with som pain Fryday morning 
he took the following Purgeing Portion Rx Ol: ex duob* | scruple in Aq Theriaca* 4 ounces 
F: Potio he had taken it two hours before & did not give one stool for which I presently gave 
Syr c Rhamno* 1 ounce which gave him 4 stools this morning I drop into his Eye the Aq: 
Sapher* applying the Cerat over as before dressing was the same in the Evening but the 
inflamation still continued with a large luxion Saturday morning to indevour to dry up the 
humer I fomented it with the Aq: Calcis & then dropt into his Eye the Aq: Sapher leving a 
boulster wet with the Aq: Calcis over his eye with orders to wet it wen grown dry he drank the 
Aq: Benedict to the quantity of half a pinte twice a day. Sunday the dressing was the same & 
this night he took Calomel 1 scruple & Munday morning O1 ex duob | scruple which worked 
well the dressing was the same Munday and Tuesday the inflamation was much better it not 
appeared so thick in the wite of the Eye but by Wednesday morning I left of the use of the Aq: 
Calcis by reason the Cloth often grew dry & pent in the matter which made me very uneasy. I 
only made use of the Aq: Sapher as above & bound on the handkerchief over this night I gave 
him Calomel | scruple Thursday morning Pil ex duob* | scruple which purged him 6 times & 
vomited him twice but made him very sick & fainty he was drest as the day before & was very 
basic & the humer had a frear discharge the night I gave him Pil Matha* 10 g which put him 
to rest Friday the dressing was the same but the inflamation went of very slowly & he being 
very weak could not bare much purgeing Saturday night I applied an Epispastic to his neck 
which riss well. Sunday I found the inflamation was thiner in strakes & the humer much less. 
I drest him with the Aq: sapher & left of the handkerchief the blister. I kept open with the 
perpetuall blister plaister sum months. Wednesday morning being the first time of using it the 
same night I gave him Calomel 1 scruple Thursday morning Pil ex duob | scruple which 
worked well. I observed one thing worthy of my observation!!® 


SEVERAL PAGES EXCISED 





116 The end of this case has been lost. 
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Wednesday morning I mentioned the dressing the blister with the perpetuall blister plaister 
which from after ocationed a grievious strangury!'’ endevouring to make water above a 
hundred times but could not. The same evening wen I came he tould me that he had been 
troubled as he did suppose with the Gravill'!® I being apprihedsive of the Cantharid!!? took of 
the plaister & drest it with Emp Melilot* which relived him within an hour after but however 
the humer was stopt & the Inflamation was gon of Friday morning I drest him with the 
parpetuall blister plaister spreding it very thin which was as continued for sum time after he 
was well was by Munday Oct the first. 


Comment 

Morgan describes how he managed an injured eye of a 27 year old man which, if it really was 
aqueous humour leaking from the eye, would still cause a surgeon in the 21" century a major 
problem. So, it was probably bad corneal damage. Morgan bled 10 ounces of blood 
immediately, covered the eye with medicated dressings and gave him medicine containing 
laudanum for the pain. These were repeated frequently with the addition of eye drops together 
with attention to his bowels with laxatives and enemas. 

Morgan’s treatment caused a serious side-effect where the perpetual blister plaster that had 
been applied to the neck caused the patient a problem with strangury (or frequent micturition). 
This was a well-known side-effect of blistering!”° 


Case No. 63 Sept 3.1722 of a burn (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A woman about 58 years of age being Drunk caught her shift sleve on fire with the Candle & 
before she could extinguish the fire it burnt all up her arm & part of her brest & all under her 
arm pit clear round to her back it was burnt to an Escher* she had drest it her self about seven 
day with Ol: Lini* in which time part of the Eschar ware suppurated & others redye to 
suppurate the woman being appryhensive of grate danger sent for me the Eschars I drest with 
Ung: Alb et Basil mixt* but warm it was suppurated I drest it with the Aq Calcis sprinkling it 
with Pul Lap Calam* & applying Pledgets of Cerat de Lapid Calam* over she was drest twice 
a day for nigh 8 days but in 4 days time thee Eschar was intirely suppurated & I dapt it first 
with Powder & applying pledgets of Cerat de Lapid over she was taken with a violent reching 
for which I would have given her sal Absinth:* g12 in a Draught of ale but could by no means 
parswade her to take any medicine. After a few days she tauld me that she had been costive 5 
day I had prevaild with her to take half of the following Purge at night & rest in the morning 
Rx Elect Lonitiv* half ounce Syr Rabarb* 1 scruple mise but of a suddent was taken with a 
loosness which prevented her taking it I often observed upon the dressing her with the Pul 
Lapid Calam* that there generally appeared upon the dressing a bloody matter & not to 
cicatrize for which I drest her with pledgets of tow rung out of Aq: Calcis with the Cerat over 
which cicatrized to admiration that by the 5 of October she was perfectly Cured. 





7 Strangury = difficulty in urination. 

‘18 Gravill = small bladder stones. 

‘19 Cantharid = a side effect of blistering. 

120 See The consultation letters of Dr William Cullen (1710-1790) at the Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh, at http://www.cullenproject.ac.uk/, cases 520, 606, 2133, 4502. 
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Case No. 64 17 August 1722 


I was sent for to a woman aged 35 years that had been diseased was some six months but of 
late grew much wors till at laste she was almost blinde. she frequently complained of a 
glimmering light in boath Eyes but the right, she often observed black specks to swim before 
it the occational by an Inflamation in the pupil. the wite of boath Eyes was likewise inflamed 
& she was much Emasiated I applied an Epispastick to her neck & the same day by reson of 
her being costive I ordered her half of the following Elect & the rest in the morning Rx Elect 
Lonitive* 1 ounce but the half gave her 5 stools. she was brought very low by the Eregularaty 
of her Corsess which continued on her nigh 3 months only omitting now and then a week & 
sumtimes but two or three days for which I ordered her the following Haust Rx Aq: Lact: 
Alex*: 2 ounces Theriac*: 1 ounce c Macon*: half ounce Laudan: Liquid*: 12g mise fiat Haust 
the night she rested but little but found it comfortable the next night she repeted the same adding 
Laudan: Liquid 5g which gave her some rest & the Mensis was somthing stopt the next night 
she took half of the above Quantaty which gave her rest & stopt the Mensis intirely I keept the 
blister running sumtime with the parpetuall Blister Plaister & made her a fontanell in her arm 
she grew stronger by reason the Mensis stopt for 3 weeks & grew regular after for it continues 
upon her not above 2 or 3 days & then stopt for 3 weeks or a month her Eyes grew much better 
and she was able to desarn the Couler of anything with the left but the right she still observed 
the black specks before it which mede me it would end in a Gutta surrenia!*! for which sep ?? 
I ordered her Calomel 20g Conforo rosar*: q s fiat Pil No. 4 one to be taken morning & evening 
purging it of with Elect Lonitiv 1 ounce or Diagrid 15g this was my desire to have purge her 
between every | scruple of Calomel & then to intermit 2 or 3 days but the two first pills gave 
her seven stools she took the other two the evening following & in the morning 
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I gave her Elect Lonitiv*: half ounce which purged her sixtimes & vomited her twice it made 
her sick & fainty for which I disposed her for rest with Rx Aq: Lact: Alex* 1 ounce Theriac: 
half ounce Syr c Macon*: 2 ounces Laudan Liquid: 8g mise fiat Haust but the next day her 
gums was very sore Sep 14 & the next day, She spit very much wen she found that she salivated 
she asked if I thought her case veneriall. I required her reason but would be no means resolve 
me until a Neighbour accidentally tould me that she had for nigh a fortnight given a disseased 
Child suck & by the virulency of the diseases the Child died & the week after her brest had an 
ulcer, with many purple spots all over her body & by degrees accompanied with wandering 
pains beginning towards night especially wen hot in the bed affecting either the head, Arms or 
legs but by her own endeavours Cured the ulcer she was much Emaciated & all moste blind in 
boath Eyes as is above mentioned this she continued in this deplorable condition nigh 6 months 
before she came to me. She grew very impatient to have the salivation carried of in order 
thereto. I had ordered her to take 17 night and morning Glos sull dram in warm milk for she 
could not bare the purging it of. (being so very weak) but upon the trew discovery of her diseas 
I did not give it her but promoted the spitting she had frequently a couple of Loos stools every 
day but I did not perceive that the spitting did at all slacken. The Sept 18 in order to stop those 
Loos stools & promote the spitting I gave her this night Laudan: Liquid :in sum water grewel 





‘21 Gutta serena or Amaurosis = a temporary loss of vision in one eye caused by decreased blood flow 
(ischemia) to the retina. 
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which put her to rest & stopt the Loos stools which accordingly did & she rested well all the 
night. the 19 & 20 she spit nigh a quart a day the night before she was restless & had a pain in 
her side which if it had continued I would have given her Pil Mathea* 7g by the 21 she spit 
upwards of a pint a day. It slackened very much for which the same evening to keep it up I 
gave her Calomel 6g which by the morning she had 7 stools & slackened the spitting to half a 
pint a day. By 2 days it was intirely gone & ever after her mesis came on very regular & she is 
capable of seeing anything tolerable. 


Comment 

This rather complicated illness in a 35 year old woman started with her becoming weak and 
losing weight with increasing problems with her sight where both eyes became inflamed. She 
had also been having infrequent and irregular menstrual cycles. Morgan started treatment by 
applying a blister plaster to her neck and giving her a laxative. He continued this for some 
time and added a fontanel in her arm. She started to improve in every way. Morgan decided to 
treat her with Calomel which made her salivate and she therefore asked him whether he 
thought she had a venereal disease and it was made clear this was a possibility when Morgan 
discovered from a neighbour that the patient had suckled a diseased child who had 
subsequently died and after this the patient developed a breast ulcer and purple spots all over. 
The patient wanted the appropriate treatment and therefore suffered salivation to a pint a day 
and considerable purging. 
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Case No. 65 Sept 221722 Herpes miliarise!** (in left margin in tiny writing) 


I was sent for to a man that had a herpes Miliaris spread all over his thigh & part of his buttock.I 
dapt it very hot with the Aq: Herpet applied the Ung ad herpet spred upon paper plaister.( I 
drest him a day) the next day I gave him a purge of Rx Syr c Rham* Syr Rhaberbr* aa 1 ounce 
which gave him 8 stools the next day the herpes was much better the next day he repeted the 
above purge which worked well & the herpes grew much better the above dressing was 
continued until the perfection of the Cure was in 7 days. 


Case No. 66 October 10 1722 Pain in the ear (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A young woman came to me complaining of a pain in her Ear. She had been troubled with 6 
weeks in which time she fansied by a wig!” had gott into her Ear & continued there ever since 
as she imagined it moved it occationed her pain. With a dorsil of lint spred 2 or 3 drops of 
Laudan Liquid into her Ear Leaving the dorsil therein & in the Evening she took the following 
Haust Rx Aq: Lact Alexit* 1 ounce Cinnamon Fort* 1 ounce Syr c Macon* half ounce Tinct 
Castor* 20g Laudan Liquid* of 12g mise hor somn surment which Cured her. 


Case No. 67 October 9 1722the piles (in left margin in tiny writing) 
A Gentleman aged 70 years sent for me to give my opinion a violent pain which he felt by the 


Anus by the virulency of the pain he thought there might be a gathering but upon yewing the 
part I perceived it to be the Piles (but did not bleed) I fomented them with Aq: et Spt Vini q: s; 





'22 Herpes miliarise = small blisters look like millet seeds but this case sounds like herpes zoster (shingles). 
!23 Wig = presumably ear wig. 
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& then I annoynted the part with Ung Sambuci* I continued the method twice a day for sum 
time which gave him ease & he was Cured. 


Case No. 68 


A woman came to me with a Scorbutick habit of body & the scurve in her gums very bad 
insomuch that her jaw was all moste bare her teeth was loos & redy to come out one I drawed 
directly then I ordered her to rub her gums with the Pul: Myrrh* rincing her mouth after with 
the following 


Page 51 


Liquer Rx Rock Alum* dissolved in aq Communis* two thirds & one of porte wine dressing it 
3 times a day her left Eye was diseased with a sharp hot humor with a small inflamation which 
I drest with the following Collerian Rx Aq: rosar | ounce Troach: albi & hasis et sharam satur 
q: s: I made her a fontanell in her arm and purged her once a week with Rx Syr Rhabarb | 
ounce which generally gave her 8 or 9 stools her Eye was perfectly well in a few dressings her 
mouth was much better by the above applycations I recommended her the drinking of Aq: 
Benedict*. but finding it did not quite agree with her & being taken with a violent fit of sickness 
put herself under the Care of a Physician but befor this sickness her mouth was well by the 
above application. 


Case No. 68 1721 with dropsy (in left margin in tiny writing) 


I was sent for to a woman aged 36 years who was diseased with a dropsy but 3 months her 
belly was very big & her legs was prodigiously swelled but seemed very harty (as her 
constitution) & desirous of being tapt. I first gave her som of the following Cordial Rx Plague 
water* 4 ounces Syr c Caryoph*: q: s: I parformed the Opperation in the following manner she 
was plased in clear light sitting upon a Chair with a servant pressing the right side of her belly 
whilst I with a Trocar made a punctur on the left side 4 fingers bredth from the navilla!** little 
reclining, & drawed of nigh two Gallans of watter. I drest the orifis with a proportionable tent 
dipt in warm Bals: Verid*: with a pledget & Common plaister over then I dipt a flanel in hot 
Spt: vini & laid all over her belly her bed being warmed she was laid there on & then she took 
the remainder of the Cordial at 9 of the Clock the same evening she took half of the following 
draught Rx Aq: Lactis* 1 ounce Aq Theria* one and half ounces Theria: vene | ounce in the 
hour after the remainder was to be taken, if it did not swet her. she rested but little this night 
but it swetted her pourfully & relived her pains & 
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shortness of breth the next day I drest the orifis with a pledget of ung Basil & Common plaister 
over with the flannel rung out of the Syr Vini* as before & the night she took the other half of 
the above swet ading to it Syr c Macon* 1 ounce the next day dressing was the same to the 
wound applying a dry flanel all over her belly the next day the dressing was the same: I 
annoynted her Leggs with the Linement pro: Oedema: very well & Capt them up in warm 
flannel the next day I annoynted them as before & applied the Cerat: pro: Oedema all over 
boath legs with a plaister of the same to her belly without the use of the Linement the next day 
her legs came out in pimples & the same dressing repeted. the next day they appered more with 





124 Navilla = umbilicus. 


Do 


a moyre matter upon the plaister then I fomented boath legs with the vulner. fomentation & 
repeted the use of the Linement & Cerat: as above. The next day and the day after the pimples 
came out more with a grate moysture upon the plaisters then I made no use of the linement but 
the Cerat: only. by the use of the Cerat: the Oedema was allmoste gone from her belly & there 
was no appearance of the pimples all all. she grew weak & fainty for which I ordered the 
following Draught Rx Aq: Lact: Alexet 1 ounce Pooniac aa Syr Althoa c Macon* ad 1 ounce 
Laudan Liquid* 15g misf. She was under the care of an Apothicary for medicines to make 
water a little below the puncture in her belly there was a swelling the bredth of my hand, with 
hardness and pain I took of the Plaister & applyed the Lixiv: Mixt et Sp: Vini very hot for sum 
considerable time & living the rags wet upon the part with orders to wet them wen grown dry. 
her legs grew extreme painfull by use of the Cerat: pro oedema I threw it of & applied a soft 
mixture of Emp: diapal et Ung Sambuci aa q.s.upon paper plaister which gave her ease likewise 
her belly was much eased I made use of lixiv: Mixt about ten days & then I applied the Emp 
de Galb* over the hardness which gave her ease & softened the hardness, very much her legs 
were intirely dryed. But her belly began to fill again & in a fortnight time 
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I tapt her in the same side & drawed of the same quantity as above. I drest the orifice with a 
pledget of linem[ent] Arcei & applyed all over her belly a Emp: de Galb: which keept her brave 
& warm & by the next day the swelling went of her legs intirely & she grew harty & stronger 
every day I ordered her to take the quantaty of a hundred loops in a Glass of sider twice a day 
to steep a q: s: of hors radish in sider!*> for her common drinck she made water very free but 
in a few weeks after her belly fild again. I tapt her in the same place & drawed of 6 quarts. She 
was brave and harty & able to walk in town in her business & continued for nigh two months 
& she was tapt again. she was tapt a bout 5 times after & then she departed this life. 


Comment 

The diagnosis is uncertain. The most likely cause is an abdominal cancer of some kind but 
chronic kidney or liver diseases are also possible. Morgan describes in detail how he 
performed the procedure (paracentesis), and the large amount of fluid that was extracted. 
Medicines (diaphoretics) to induce sweating were also used. This section provides an 
interesting commentary on the relationship between an apothecary and Morgan, with the 
former providing a medicine to reduce the amount of fluid in the body and Morgan providing 
the surgical interventions but also dealing with the orifice and applying ointments to her legs. 
It appears that the two professionals and the patient were happy with this type of management. 


Case No. 70 1721 the abuse of Lixiv (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A woman came to me that had been washing the day before in strong Lixiv*: by the salts 
penetrating & Crisping the fibers. occationed a very hard swelling from her hand to the Elbo. 
with som pain, & grate heat, with little alteration of the natural couler of the skin. I fomented 
her with the Emollient fomentation twice a day& Imbrocating with the Ung: Sambuci* 
wrapping it up in flannel warm. which perfected the Cure in three or four days time. 





!25 hors radish in sider — horse-radish in cider must have tasted awful! 
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Case No. 71 L721 an inflamation (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A girl that was bleed in the foot (& the same day walked a broad which by the presher of her 
pattin occasioned the orifice to fester accompanied with an inflamation all over her foot. I was 
sent for, & applied a pledget of Ung Basil* over the orifis with a double peas of common 
plaister over, then I rung Cloth out of Lixiv: et Ol: Sambuci* & applied all over the foot. the 
same night she took half of the following Elect: & the rest in the morning Rx Elect Lonitiv* 1 
ounce Cremor Tarter* 1 dram I continued the dressing twice a day till the Inflamation was gon 
then I drest with a soft Linem[ent] of Emp diapal et Ung: Sambuci q: s: by the help of a good 
swath & the above medicines she was soon Cured. 
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Case No 72 


I was sent for to a woman of a fatt habit of body aged 48 years who had two days before let 
blood in the right arm wether the Tendinus expantion was prict I know not but however the 
orifice became extream painfull accompanied with an inflamation the bredth of my hand. I 
drest the orifice with pledget of Ung: Basil with a double peace of plaister over I applied the 
Lixiv Cataplasm* to the Inflamed part twice a day. The same night I ordered her a Clyster that 
gave her 2 or 3 stools the next day she took the following purge Rx Elect Lonitiv* 1 ounce 
Cremor Tartar* 1 dram which gave her 4 stools I continued the Cataplasm three days by which 
time the inflamation was of a pale red. She being somewat fatigued & fainty for which the 
same night she took the following Draught Rx Aq: Menth Ceras Nig aa | ounce Peon* c half 
ounce Syr c Mecon* | ounce Landi Liquid* 15g M: s H She rested well night & this morning 
I left of the use of the Cataplasm dressing her with a soft ? of Emp diapal et Ung Sambuci* aa 
q:s: this dressing was very painfull & all round the orifice was very hard & swelled tending to 
impostumate to which I applied the Emollient Cataplasm which brought it to suppuration & I 
opened it & snipt the hollow skin the bredth of half a crown it was drest with the Comon 
digestive Ol Tereb et Basil* & cicatrized as usual. 


Case No. 73 1722 ofa gonorrhoea (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A man that had Contracted a Gonorrhoa about 12 months & had been under the care of a 
surgeon for some time who had proseded in the Cure with the mercurialls a long time & at 
length he stopt the Gonorrhoa but upon riding a long journey as he tould me had brought upon 
him the Gonorrhoa again his former surgeon being out of Town. (Came to me. Thursday Sept 
the 20) told me that the Gonorrhoa discharged as much as ever without sharpness of urine much 
pain unless upon the erection of the penis and then it was attended with a binding pain, Friday 
morning I ordered him Rx Calomel | scruple Flos: sulph*: 5g Conf rosa 
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Q: s: f; Pil No. 4 one to be taken morning & Evening Saturday night I made him up Diagrid* 
15g Consor Rosar* q: s: f: Pil No.5 two this night & three Sunday morning which gave him 12 
stools the Gonorrhoa was much thinner& Wednesday morning he began upon the following 
Pills Rx Calomel half ounce Flos Sulph*:8g Consor rosa* q: s: f: Pil No. 8 which was taken 
By Saturday night the same night he took half of the following Elect & the other Sunday 
morning Rx Elect Lonitiv* 1 ounce Cremor Tartar* 1 ounce Mise which gave him a dozen 
stools the Gonorrhoa was much less & thinner Thursday night I ordered him to take the 
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following Bolusis* to be taken one night & morning Rx Antimon.Diaphoret*. Gum Guajac* 
*aa 2 scruples Bals: Capiv*: q:s;f; bolus No.4 beginning this night drinking after, a draught of 
the Aq: Benedict.which was taken by Saturday morning the same night he took Rx Calomel 
15g & Sunday morning Rx Pil ex duob* 15g which gave 8 stools those pains upon the erection 
of the Penis was Inconsiderable & likewise the Gonorrhoa, (but they being not quite gon), I 
repeted the Calomel in the following manner beginning Tueday night Rx Calomel 1 and half 
scruples Flos Sulph 8g Consor Rosar q:s:f: Pil No, 8 which was taken by Saterday morning. 
Tuesday night I made up Calomel | scruple Flos Suph 5g Consor rosar q:s:f: Pil No 5 to be 
taken every night which was takn by Saturday night Sunday I purged him with Rx Pil ex duob 
20g Wednesday night I ordered him Calomel 10g Flos Sulph 20g Consor rosar q:s:f: Pil No.4 
one to be taken every night which was taken by Saterday night & then I gave him half of the 
following Pil and the other in the morning Pil ex duob 17g which worked well the pain upon 
the Erection of the penis was much better & likewise the Gonorrhoa was inconsiderable. Friday 
Evening I repeted the following Pils one to be taken morning & Evening Rx Calomel 10g Flos 
Sulph* 2 scruples Consor rosar* q:s:f: Pil No.8 which was taken bu saterday morning Sunday 
night I repeted Rx Calomel 18g Flos Sulph 3 scruples Consor rosar* q:s:f:Pil No. 6 one to be 
taken every night the next Sunday was sennight I gave him going 
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to bed Calomel | scruple & the next morning Pil ex duob 1 scruple which worked well & 
mightily relived him of those pains upon the Erection of the penis Fryday night I vomited him 
with Turb: Mineral* 8g he complained no more of those pains after Sunday I ordered him the 
following Elect in order to warm his blood Rx Bals: Capiv* half ounce Vitel.Ovor*.No. 2 the 
Sacch: q: s: s Elect cap ad quantitatem N.M. bis in die. superbibond aq Benedict* c the 
Gonorrhoa was intirely stopt by the use of the Calomel & Flos Sulph he tould me that he found 
a small touch of pain upon the Erection of the penis now and then for which I gave him 
overnight Calomel 1 scruple & the next day Pil ex duob 1 scruple which worked well some 
days after he repeted the same purge which perfected the Cure. 


Case No. 74 18 June 1722 a wite swelling of knee (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A young woman aged 22 years was discovered to be lame of her left knee, supposed to happen 
by some accident of a fall. I being sent for saw the bone on the inside protuberant, & covered 
with a white swelling it was possible that such an accident of a fall might contribute to the 
hastining of the swelling: but it was certain that the protuberance of the knee was of a longer 
growth. I first imbrocated!*° the part very with Spt vini* applying an Emp: de Galb* all over 
her knee in the mean time I gave her overnight Calomel 12g & the next morning Diagrid 12g 
which gave her 6 stools the second day after I ordered Calomel 1 scruple Conserv rosar* 
q:s:f:Pil No.4 to be taken each morning & evening. She was purged with Diagrid 15g which 
worked well the next day she repeted the same quantity of Calomel & I made her a fontanel in 
the same legg & fomented her knee with the Tanners woos* et Acet vini* very well applying 
the Emp: de Galb over Purging her with the Diagrid between every dose of Calomel by which 
method the swelling was much better & the part stronger by reason of the fomentations 
astringent qu- 





!26 Tmbrocated = the act of rubbing the part with oils etc. 
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alaty but her mouth grew sore with the Calomel for which I repeted the above purge which 
worked well & the soreness went of, I repeted the Calomel 2 scruples in 8 pills one to be taken 
morning & Evening, which wen taken, I gave her Diagrid 15g which gave her but 3 stools by 
reason as I do suppose of her mensis being upon her at the same time.(which often is a 
hinderance to the working of a purge & stoping the mensis) which she had not (before) been 
troubled with for twelve months but by the frequent taking the Calomel which is very survisable 
in promoting it. had braught it down which I ever after observed to promote the Calomel at the 
time of her mensis & defer the purging which at those times are very hurtfull but by reason of 
her mouth being sore I was obliged to give her the following Purge at the declining of them. 
Rx Pil ex duob* 1 scruple which gave her 5 stools, I continued the above fomentation & made 
her a knee peas to lace very tight, by which method the swelling was much lessoned, | repeted 
Calomel 1 scruple to be taken as above which wen taken, I repeted the same then I purged her 
with the Diagrid*. Soon after there appeared an Inflamation with an oedematous swelling all 
over her foot which I drest with Cloths rung out of the Lixiv Mixt: purgeing her by intervals 
with the Oil ex duob 1 scruple & the Elect Lonitiv* 1 ounce Cremor Tarter* 1 dram living of 
the Calomel until such time the Inflamation was gon. By the use of the knee peas it was brought 
to the natural bigness & much stronger, but by some accident in walking her foot slipt & fell 
down which occationed it to swell with much pain. I left of the knee peas & drest it with the 
Lixio: Mixt: very hot night 3 days by which time she was easy & then I put on the knee peas 
fomenting it as is above prescribed with the Decoct of Cort: Quere* or Tanners ouze & repeted 
the Calomel | scruple as a final purgeing with the Pil ex duob 1 scruple her knee was something 
better & she repeted Calomel | scruple purgeing it of as usiall I left of the use of the Tanners 
ouze & pumpt 5 strokes at first adding more every dressing untill it came to a Thousen 


Comment 

Morgan appears to be trying to understand the links between the woman’s periods and her 
response to the effects of Calomel both on her mouth and her intestine. He also used a 
constricting appliance of some kind (knee peas) on the swelling, that resulted in the foot 
swelling. After a further fall and the resultant swelling Morgan used two other remedies: oak 
bark (cort quercus) and tanner’s ouze to reduce the swelling. Presumably the malodorous 
tanner ’s ouze was pumped into the appliance in some way. (Tanner’s ouze had the reputation 
of preventing plague in Nottingham in the 18" century.) 
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wrapping her knee up very hot after every dressing but still she complained of a suppression 
of her Misis for which I ordered her the following Medicines Sept 24 Rx Conserv: Absinth 
Roman* 3 ounces Aethiop: Mineral: Chalyb* cum sulph: prop: aa 1 ounce Rad Gentian 
Pulver*: 3 drams Syr Gariophil* q:s:f: Elect cap q: N:M*:ter in die hor med:superbibend cochl: 
5 soq infusion Rx Lematur Chalyb*: 2 ounces infund in Cerevis tennis & 4 per tridium doind 
add Rad Gentian incif half ounce suminstat: Absinth* bulg NC the Bacc junip: half ounce MF 
infus per diem in bolatur quolibet haust cap 20g mixture sequent Rx Spir: sal Amoniac Elix pp 
aa 2 drams the 27" of the same instant. She expected her Mensis & the same day she began 
upon these Medicines which proved very successful for her Mensis held 3 day which was more 
than ever she had before. 
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Case No. 75 Desember the 4 1722 A herpes milliaris (in very small writing 
in the margin) 


A young Gentlewoman Aged 27 years who had two or three pimples arose upon her arm 
accompanied with a small itching, she being suspicious of having caught the itch by handling 
of a lap-dog, keept it conseled but would be of the scratching it. For six-days time she made 
use of the Aq Phagadenic* Till at length a herpes Milliaris* appeared all round the part & still 
increased insomuch that by the next morning the herpes was spred from the hand and wrist to 
the Elbow accompanied with grate hardness & inflamation itching & burning. She at last 
discovered her malade to me. I thought the reason of that hardness & Inflamation by the use of 
the Aq ad Herpet*: would be improper by reason of its astringansi which would have hardened 
the part much more, but made use of the Ungt ad Herpet spred upon paper-plaister covering 
the whole arm & the next day purged her with the Common purgeing portion which gave her 
but 3 stools I found the hardness did not abate for which I made an Emollient fomentation of 
boyld Bran in reign water & 
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fomented the part very well then I applied the Ung: ad Herpet as before the next day she repeted 
the Purgeing Portion it being stronger which gave her nigh 12 stools the pimples were dryed 
but the hardness & inflamation continued for which I made use of the Lixiv: Cataplasm* 
applying it all over the part. I continued the dressing three days by which time the hardness 
was desolved & the Inflamation much abated the next dressing was with a soft mixture of Ungt 
Sambuci: et Emp Diapal* spred upon paper plaister- swathing it moderately tight from her 
handwrist to the Elbow (& the same day) wether it was by indevowing to use it or by eating 
gravey saws to a fowl which she had the day for diner. I know not but however by the same 
afternoon her arm grew more painfull with burning heat & itching the next morning I repeted 
the Above Purgeing Portion which worked well & the pain was not so grate which in a few 
days time was cured. 


Case No. 76 December 5 1722 A cancer in the leg (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A woman Aged 40 years was half gon with Childe came to me complaining of a violent pain 
in her Left Leg just above the outer ancle I yew’d the part & found one of the Millery!”” Glands 
swelled very hard within the skin movable & of the bigness of an Egg-pee — it was of a livid 
or brown color with exquisite pricking pains which continually troubled her for the space of 
one year. She was not able to bare the touching it with her Clothes I made an Extirpation in the 
following manner I made a cross insion upon the body of the Gland just within the skin & laid 
the body of the Gland bare which was the bredth of a silver twopence then with my hook & 
incision knife!?* I suppurated it from the fleck as soon as I had taken it out she was perfectly 
easy to what she under went before. I dressed it with hot Ol: Tereb* with a pledget of Ung: 
Basil*: over & a common plaister with a double Cloth wrong out of hot Asetom Vini* & 
applyed all over the part, swathing it from her foot to the Gartering I ord 





27 Millery Gland = probably a small infected sebaceous cyst. 
!28 jhsion knife = presumably scalpel. 
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ered her the same Evening Rx Aq: Lact Alexit* 1 ounce Cinnamon* fort 1 ounce Syr Macon* 
half ounce Laudan Liquid* 12g Mise f: Haust samno sumend the night rested well & the next 
day the wound digested then it was drest with a pledget of Basil & the Common plaister over 
which made it digest the next dressing I sprinkled it with precip: Rub*: with a pledget of Ung 
Basil over which occationed a grate deal of pain until the next day it was drest with a pledget 
of warm Linament: Arcea* with a plaister over which gave her ease presantly in some days 
after I put her on a lased stocking & drest the wound sometimes with Linem: Arcea* & the 
Mixtum which digested well & cicatrized very much it being very easie & soon dryed up by 
the use of the Aq: Sapherina*. 


Case No. 77 1722 of an Oedema (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A Gentlewoman that had lately fractured the ulna of her right arm the fracture was cured but 
there remained a very large Odematous tumer from her elbow to her fingers ends her fingers 
was clinched with the swelling which I endevoured to keep open with a boulster of rags put 
inside of her hand. I fomented her arm with the Lixiv: Mixt*: & Emolient fomentation & then 
I applied the Emp: de Sapone* dressing her twice a day for two days till at last her arm broack 
out in a herpes Milliaris which I drest with fomenting it first with the Aq: Calcis* very strong 
& then applying the Ung: ad Herpet swathing it moderately tight from her hand to the Elbow 
by which method the swelling was much lessened & the herpes dryed up. The manner of 
fomenting was this, I first rapt all round her arm a flanell then I powered the warm Aq: Calcis 
upon it for a considerable time then I rapt a dry linning Cloth round the arm swathing it up as 
before. I continued the dressing twice a day by the use of this astringent her arm grew very 
hard & the fibers ware crisped, so that I made use of the Aq: Calcis only to the hand for it was 
soft & flaby leving the impression of the fingers dres 
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ing her but once a day the swelling was much less from the arm and hand I swathed each finger 
with strips of ould Cloth continuing the same dressing for some time longer — but finding the 
swelling to be at a stand I altered the dressing with fomenting with the Tanners wous* which 
was applied but twice before it crispt the fibers which obliged me to make use of the Aq: 
Calcis* as before the swelling was much better by the use of the boulster to the back of the 
hand & swathing it moderately tight from the hand to the Elbow & applying a pasteborde case 
to the part of her hand supporting her arm in a sling. at length I left of the use of the Aq: Calcis 
& only swathed it moderately tight every morning putting on the Case as before, by which 
method the oedema was quite gon. She being of a weak habit of body & was not able to bare 
purgeing occasioned this same oedematous Tumor to fix in her left leg accompanied with 
Inflamation & sum pain. I made application of flannil wrong out of the Lixiv: Mixture* very 
warm swathing it up to her knee dressing her twice a day. She was often purged by the advice 
of her Phisison!”? which did her vast service together with the Lixiv: Mixture which Completed 
the Cure in a few days. 


Comment 
After fracturing the ulna of her right arm, the woman was left with a swelling from the elbow 
to the tips of her fingers. The swelling caused her fingers to be clenched and Morgan kept the 





!29 Phisison = Physician. 
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hand open by getting her to hold a pad. The dressing under the compression bandage caused 
spots that were like shingles and the swelling became hard. Morgan then makes a statement 
suggesting that the swelling has been transferred to her left leg, presumably based on his 
understanding of ‘iatromechanics’ or ‘fibre theory’. 

Another example of Morgan and a physician advising the same patient, with Morgan believing 
the patient couldn’t be purged, whereas the physician was happy to do this. 


Case No. 78 January 19 1722 of the Piles (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A man came to me complaining of the Piles that they had been extream painfull to him nigh 6 
days they did not bleed at all he desired me to give him sumthing to Ease him of his pain & to 
make them bleed which according I ordered him the following Medisine Rx Elect: Lonitiv:* 1 
ounce Flos: Sulph:* 1 dram Mise erast mane cum regimen sumend. which by the next day 
brought them down very much but they did not bleed & his pain continued for which the same 
Evening he fomented them very well with a fomentation of his own prescription which is as 
follows & it gave him ease very soon Rx an Ould shoo boyld in Aq: font 8H untill it came to 
boil ading Rx absinth vulg: Agrimon an M:j Bay Salt 4 ounces boyl them together which 
shrivelled them & Cured him. 


Comment 

An extraordinary treatment of a man with piles, that may have been simply a perianal 
haematoma. It demonstrates how Morgan was happy to use a prescription provided by the 
patient even if it including the boiling of an old shoe! 
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Case No. 79 July 241722 aurethra corroded by a Gonnorhea inserted in left margin 


A fellow came to me that had contracted a Gonnorhoa about a week with sharpness of urin & 
upon each buttuck he felt much pain to which I applied the Emp de Galb*: & purged him with 
Rx Pil ex duob* half ounce Calomel half ounce to be made in 12 pills 6 to a purge 2 to be taken 
over night & 4 in the morning which gave him but 4 stools but the sharpness of urin was much 
better & 3 days after he repeted the same again which worked well & the Gonnorhoa was less 
& free from the sharpness of urin but sum-how the Glands was swelled & inflamed by the 
frenium for which I being suspesious of a shanker!*° vomited him with Turb: Mineral* 7g 
which by the next day had allmoste stopt the Gonnorhea for which three days after I ordered 
him the following Purge Rx Pil: ex duob 1 scruple Calomel 10g Turb Mineral 7g Mise which 
gave him 4 or 5 stools & the Gonnorhea was much better with in one day or two after I gave 
him over night Calomel 15g & the next morning Diagrid: 15g which promoted the Gonorrhoa 
but the right & left buttock became very painful & a little inflamed with a swelling not unlick 
an Inspostume!?! I applied the Galb Plaister* for may days at length that left side came to 
suppuration which I opened by insizion & discharged a well concocted matter I drest it with a 
pledget of Ung Basil: with the Emp de Galb: over : the right side was very well by the 
application of the Galbanum but I observed wen he made water part of the urin came forth of 
this orifice. I purged him again with the Calomel & Diagrid: aa 15g by which method the 
Gonnorhoa had declined & appeared very thin. for which I ordered him in a few days after the 
following Elect Rx Bals: Capiv:* half ounce vitel over Duor Sacch* q:s:f: Elect by the medisine 





130 Shanker = chancre, painless ulcer characteristic of primary syphilis. 
'5! Inspostume = impostume (abscess). 
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the Gonorrhoa was intirely stopt & he was perfectly freed from all sharpness of urin or stoppage 
in his water which at first 
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was very severe but now perfectly Cured. The impostume that was opened upon the left buttock 
by incision did continue to discharge part of the urin which I drest with the Emp Rivery* the 
right side did a gain impostumate to the bigness of a walnut which I opened by incision & when 
my probe-scizers snipt it a bout an inch in length dressing it with a dorsill of lint dipt in Ol: 
Tereb*: with a pledgt of Basil: over & a plaister of the Rivery* this to keep on the dressings 
the softer with orders to drink the Aq: Benedict* very often the Gonorrhea had not long been 
stopt before it returned a little a gain wether it might be with over straining himself or being 
imploid in hard labour I know not but that night he took Rx Calomel 1 scruple purgeing it of 
which Pil ex duob gr 15 & then I ordered him the following Pills Rx Calomel 1 scruple Floss 
Sulph* ?fx Conf Ros: q:s:f: Pil No.4 one to be taken morning morning & evening & wen they 
was all taken I purged him with Pil ex duob 15g which in all likelihood would have don well 
but I being discharged hard no further of him. 


Comment 

This patient with Gonorrhoea had an unusual illness in that besides the usual symptoms of 
burning urine he had pain in both buttocks. He was treated in the normal way with calomel 
and scammony. He then developed an inflamed frenum on his penis and tender areas on each 
buttock with the left one developing an abscess that needed incising and eventually resulted in 
aurinary fistula, which is difficult to explain. The abscess on the right buttock was incised and 
dressed. The gonorrhoea symptoms returned and Morgan questioned whether this was from 
overstraining or being employed in hard labour, there being no mention of sexual activity. The 
patient discharged himself from Morgan’s care, so the final outcome is unknown. 


Case No. 80 1722 Acansorous Tumer (inserted in small writing in left margin) 


A maid of about 23 years of Age, of a healthfull complexion, came to me complaining of a 
continuall pricking pain in her breste. I looked up on it & felt a hard Gland of an oval figure 
moveable. it being nigh two years since it first came. it being but 3 months since it pained her 
so much. I applied all over her brest a plaister of Emp: de Galb* et devain Mixt & ordered her 
the Medicines as follows to be taken as prescribed Rx Calomel 15g Theriac. Vonet*: q s: fiat 
Pil: hor docubit sumend Rx Diagrid*: 15g Syr c Spin: Cervin*: q s: fiat Pil: crast mane cum 
regimen in sumend Rx AEthiop: Mineral* 2 ounces Syr & conserve rosar*: q s fiat: Elect: c 
que cap ad quant. Huc Moscat: pruno Mane & hora quart pomeridian*. super bibend haust Aq: 
Benedict*. Composit the 22" Instant she 
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came to town & tould me that the same pain continued & that the pain was spred more towards 
her Armpit but the hardness of the Gland was much dispersed from her brest. I applied the 
Emp: de Galb* only and ordered her to repeat boath the Purge & Elect which purged her very 
well. December the 12 she came to town & complained that the pain continued but the hardness 
was but very little. I applied to her brest the Emp de Galb et dera vis Mixt & cut her an Eshew!*? 
under the same brest a little on one side she repeted the above purge and added to it Rx AEthiop 





132 Eshew = an issue. 
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Mineral* 2 ounces Pul: Molyedeas 2 drams which was Continued until the 16 of March & sum 
time after but then I was discharged & her father tould me that the tumer was quite gon but 
they did strictly observe to Repeat boath the Elect & the purge as it is above prescribed that 
above plaister was continued to the brest for sum time after & she was perfectly Cured. 


Case No. 81 May 28 of a Gonorrhea (in left margin in tiny writing) 


A Lad aged 17 years came to me with a Gonorrhoa & the penis swelled with sharpness of urin 
& a swelling in his left groin the bigness of a lemon it was nither painfull nor inflamed, 
contracted as he tould me much about three months. this night ordered him half of the following 
Elect & the rest in the morning Rx Elect Lonitiv:* half ounce Turb: Mineralis* q 8 f which 
gave him two stools & it Carried of the swelling allmoste. & the heat of urin was not so grate 
as before the Gonorrhoa discharged it self very much, & to the swelling of his Groin I applied 
the Galb: Emp: three days after he took over night Calomel 20g & the next morning Diagrid 
15g which purged him 5 times & the heat of urin was intirely gon the next morning I ordered 
him the following pills to be taken as follows Rx Calomel 
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1 scruple Coser Ros* q:s:f:Pil No.4 one to be taken morning and Evening that when I gave him 
the following Purge Rx Diagrid 15g which purged him very much the 7th I gave him Calomel 
1 scruple Confer Ros q:f:s: Pil No.4 one to be taken morning & Evening the 9th I gave him Pil 
ex duob | scuple Turb: Minerall* 3g Mise which vomited once & purged him 6 times he being 
much better in every respect, accept now and then he felt a smarting pain after his making water 
but the Gonorrhoa which was before Tinctured with Yallow is become much witer & the 
Gonorrhoa did not come a way in so large a quantaty as before the sstts I made him up the 
following Pills to be taken one the same night & one the next morning untill they were all taken 
Rx Calomel 1 scruple Flos Sulp* 10g Confer ros: q:f:s: Pil No.5 I first gave him a Purge with 
the Pill ex duob 25g which purged him 6 or 7 times the prepuce could not be drawn from of 
the Glands to which he frequently made use of the Ungt. Sambuci* the 17" in the Evening he 
took one of the following bolus & one in the morning & so on untill they ware all taken. 
Drinking after each bolul a draught of the Aq: Benedict c Rx Antimon Diaphoret*. Gum. 
Guajac* aa 2 scruples Bals: Capiv: q: s: f: the 19" they were all taken & the 20" in the morning. 
I ordered him to take one of the following Pills & one of the Clock in the after noon & the same 
night on going to bed he took one of the following pills & two the next morning Rx Pil ex duob 
1 scruple No3 Pills the Gonorrhea was much less & the Couler of it was much liter this Purge 
gave him 6 stools & 3 vomits & he tould me that the Purge made the Gonorrhea increes the 
23"4 in the morning I ordered him to take one of the following Pills & one in the Evening & so 
on until they were all taken Rx Calomel 1 scruple Flos Sulp 5g 
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Conser ros: q:s:f:Pil No.4 & the 27" following I purged with Pil ex duob 1 scruple which gave 
him 8 or 9 stools after this purge the Gonorrhoa semed not to discharge itself as usiall by a 
grate deal & with in one days time there appeared a small inflamation with a mistiness before 
the sight of the left Eye the swelling in his groin which I have hinted before semed to be at the 
same state as before to which I applyed a mixture of Emp: de Galb*: et Emp: de ranis the 
Prepuce semed sumwat more swelled with small excoriations which made me in fiere of a 
shanker for which I would have vomited him immediately but by reason he had but just before 
taken so much Calomel I was in fear of fluxing him which made me refer it until the 30" & 
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then I gave him about 8 of the Clock in the Evening Turb: Minoral 8g which did not vomit him 
once but the next morning gave him one stool I made use of the wite Collyrium* to his Eye 
which by the next day Carried of the Inflamation, & the sight returned as clear as ever: to his 
groin I applied the Emp: de rhanis spred upon Lether as for the prepuce which before was 
swelled & a little excoriated was now much abated by fomenting it with the Emollient 
fomentation 3 or 4 times a day & by annoynting it with the Ung: Sambuci & likewise by the 
help of these Sudderick!*? medicines which was taken as follows 1 July then 2"¢ I made him 
up Calomel 10g in two pills one he took the same morning & Evening & the 3''I gave him the 
suddericks in the Evening going to bed Rx Antimon Diaphoret* 1 scruple Conser rosa q:s:f: 
Pil & the next morning erly Rx Pul: Cornachin* 1 scruple Confer ros q:s:f: Pil which purged 
him 8 times & vomited him twice the Gonorrhoa continued but all the other simtons vanished 
the 5" in the morning I ordered him 
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Calomel 1 scruple Consor ros: q: f: s: Pill No 5 one to be taken the morning & one in the 
Evening & so on untill they ware all taken which was by the 7": the 8" in the Evening I gave 
him the Antimon Diaphoret* 1 scruple & the next morning Purged him with Pul: Conachian*: 
1 scruple which gave him 8 stools the 12" in the Evening I gave him one of the following Pills 
& one in the morning & so on untill they were all taken Rx Calomel | and half scruples to be 
made in 7 Pills by the use of fomenting with the Emollient fomentation & then annoynting the 
phimosis with this Ung: Sambuci* had allmoste relaxed the Prepuce to its natural tone & 
likewise with the help of the Antimon Diaphoret as you see is hear mentioned the Purgeing it 
of with this Pul Cornachin which was likewise repeted the 17 & gave him but one stool I 
continued the use of the fomentation & the Ungt the 22" I made him up Calomel 20g in 4 Pills 
to be taken as above & the 26" he was Purged with the Pul: Cornechin 30g which gave him 6 
stools I observed that between the Prepuce & the Glands there issued forth matter wether it 
might be matter lodged there that came from the urethra I could not rightly determine but I 
pasived the tender skin was excoriated by the matter being put in by the Phimosis for which I 
frequently dropt the Aq: Phagadinica* in between the prepuce & the Glands the 30": I gave 
him Calomel | scruple made in 4 pills to be taken as above; the Prepuce became lanck inso 
much that he could draw it from the Glands he continued the use of the Aq: Phagidenica* & 
the 3" of August I gave him Rx Pul: Cornachin: 15g which gave him 4 stools the 6" I made up 
the following pills to be taken in manner as follows (but before he took this 
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Pills the Gonnarhea was stopt & the Phimosis was allmoste well for he could draw the prepuce 
quite back from of the Glands with of c) Rx Antimon Diaphoret* 1 dram Gum Guajacj* 2 
scruples bals: Capiv*: q: s: M: s: P: No.4 one. he took the same night & so on untill he had 
taken them all Drincking after each Pill a draught of Aq: Bened the 9" I purged him with 
Calomel & Pil ex duob the 14 I gave him Rx Antimon Diaphoret 1 scruple Gum: Guajaci 1 
scruple Bals: Capiv q: s: f: P No.4 one to be taken morning and Evening the Gonorrhoa was 
stopt & the prepuce could with ease be drawn over the Glands but there still semed to discharge 
a little matter from the Glanule Oderifore with a little excoriation not with standing I made use 
of the Aq: Phagaden* to it for a considerable time, for which I ordered him the 20" in the 
Evening Turb: Mineral 7g which vomited him twice & the next day gave him 3 stools I found 
that this vomit did him grate servis for the Phimosis was much better and the prepuce grew 





'33 Sudderick = sudorific or sweating medicines. 
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very lanck & could with more ease be drawn over the yard. & the excoriated part was almoste 
well I continued the use of the Aq Phagaden as before & a few days after he repeted the same 
vomit which worked well & the 30" of the same Instant he took the following purge Rx Pil ex 
duob 1 scruple Calomel 15g which worked well Sept the 4" I gave him the following Purge Rx 
Pil ex duob | scruple Calomel 10g Turb Mineral 4g Mise No.3 one the same night & two the 
next morning the 9" I Yewed the penis found that the swelling was intirely gon from the 
prepuce & the Glands was at its natural bignes there being no appearance of any discharge of 
the Gonorrhoa nor no moisture from the Glandular Odorifforas he left of the use of the Aq: 
Phagaden: I concluded the Cure with two or three Mercurial purges Sept 24. 


Comment 

This extended treatment of a young man aged 17 years lasted from May 28 to September 24" 
and covered five pages of the notebook. Morgan saw him nearly every day and treated him 
with mercurial by mouth and often topical treatments to his penis. 
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Case No. 82 Nov 24 1722 A Scroffelus!** Case 


A Child aged 7 years, came after he had been afflicted with the mosols!*> with a violent 
breaking out in crusty scabs about his upper lip & chin & moste part of his face with a swelling 
of his upper lip, his Eyes was inflamed very much & the left had an ulcer. he likewise had a 
huskey Cough for which I immediately made a fontanel in his arm & the same evening gave 
him going to bed Calomel 6g & the next morning Diagrid 6g which gave him but a couple of 
stools two days after I gave him Calomel 6g over night the next morning Elect Lonitiv* half 
ounce which purged but 3 times. I ordered his friends to drop into the left Eye the Aq: Sapher* 
3 times a day many of the scabs were fallen of & the swelling of his lips was not so grate but 
the Defluction!*° of boath Eyes semed to be more than at first for which I applied an Epispastick 
to his Poul!?’ keeping it oppen with the Perpetual Blister Plaister in the meentime he took the 
following medicines Rx AEthiop Mineral: 1 ounce Syr & Conserv ros 2 ounces Mise fiet Elect 
his Eyes grew better & the inflamation was not so grate as before I continued the use of the 
Aq: Sapher & within a few days I ordered him the following medisines Rx Rosin jalap Pulv 8g 
consorv rosar q:s:f: Pill craft mane cum regimin sumend Rx AEthiop: mineral*: 1 ounce Pulv: 
Meliped*: 2 drams consorv: & Syr. Rosar q.s:f: Elect c quo cap ad quant N.M. primo Mane, 
hora quarta pomiridian super bibend haust Aq: Benedict c the purge worked but very little the 
Pul: Meliped: made him make water very often which was given for that intent in a few days 
after I gave him Rx Rosin jalap Pulv* 12 g consor rosa q:s:f: Pil which worked & 
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very little how ever his Eyes was almoste well the film was all moste gon by the use of the Aq: 
Sapher: in a few days time he took Rx Syr c Rham et Rubarb* aa half ounce which gave him 
14 stools he continued the taking the AEthiop et Meliped: as before prescribed & then purging 
between whiles with the above Syr: by which method the Child was Cured 





'34 Scroffelus = scrofulous = diseased and/or related to tuberculosis. 
35 Mosols = probably measles. 

'36 Defluction = probably running of eyes. 

137 Poul = head. 
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Case No. 83 
a scruf!?® head (this title is in small writing and is inserted in margin) 


Sept 17 1723 A Girl aged about 8 years of a helthfull Complexion having been diseased 
since 4 years of age with a white dry scab spreading it self in severall parts of her head she had 
often taken divers remedys without success, was at last put into my hands for a cure. I first 
shaved the part affected taking the Dry scurf smooth of & then I apply the Ung: ad Herpet: 
over all the part with the Common plaister over & over all a bladder Cap'*? the same Evening 
I ordered her Calomel gr28 to be made in 7 pills one to be taken morning & Evening wen they 
ware taken I purged her very well with Rx Pil ex duob* gr8 she continued the use of the 
Calomel & likewise I peted the same purge which worked well I generally every dressing 
plucked the hair out by the roots with a pair of plyers & soon after the hairs ware plucked out 
the part grew well I kept her to the drinking the Aq: Benedict*: c for sumtime but the prograce 
of the Cure did not go on so quick as I expected for which I made an olteration in the dressing 
for wat hairs I could conveniently come out I always plucked out every dressing keeping the 
part close shaved then dapt it with Aq: Phagaden*: very warm applying a mixture of Ung: Alb* 
et Precip: Albus* spred upon a pledget & applying it to the part affected this was the dressing 
I continued to the Completing of the Cure. 
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Rule or Rule of Three 

To Three given Numbers Shall 

Find out a fourth (requird) Proportionall 
Your first and third into one name reduce 
And Second bring to the least name in use 
Second and third must then be multiplyed 
The Product take and by the first divide 

Into what name the Second numbers brought 
The Quotient is the Same and answer Sought 


Case No.84 


Old Mr Tindal had a periodical Head-Ach in the following manner it sesed him on the Temple 
over the right Eye At 8 0 Clock in the Morning & continued very Painfull until 5 in the evening 
leiving him very giddy & a Grate Hest, he was Blistered in the Back but to no Purpose, Mr 
Deverells!#° opinion was that it was an Intermiting Case & that the Peruvian Barke* was his 
only Remedy 





138 Scruf head = scurf presumably. 
139 A bladder Cap = probably like a swimming cap. 
140 probably Jeremiah Deverell — Alexander Morgan’s master. 


gal 


Page 72 


A Table of the Severall Observations 






























































Page Page 
1 A depression of the Cranium &2a | 1 23 Of a scalded Legg 16 
remedy for deafness 24 A venereal ulcer on the Penis 
25 A scald on the eye 
3 A cancer of the right cheek 2 26 Cure of a Phlegmon 17 
4 A gleet stopped 27 Of a veneriall herpes on both arms 
5 A Compound wound 5 28 A hernia intestionalis 18 
6 A tumour that came to suppuration 29 Of an inflamation 
7 A tumour that came to suppuration | 4 | 30 A Gonorrhoa 19 
8 Of burns with Gun-powder 5 31 A Gonorrhoa 20 
9 Of an Ulcer with pain 6 32 A Gonorrhoa 21 
10 A depression of the Cranium a 33 A Gonorrhoa 22, 
34 A wound of the eye 
11 Hernia intestinalis 8 35 A schirrous ZS 
12 A tendon pricks 9 36 Of nodes & chancre 24 
13 Of Ulcers with Varices 10 | 37 Of a Erysipelas 2 
38 Herpes exedence 
14 A contused wound 11 | 39 Of a scalded chest 26 
15 A depression of the Cranium 40 The tendon wounded 
16 Amputating a finger 
17 An Oedematous swollen hand 12 | 41 A prick of a tendon pH | 
18 A tumour that came to suppuration 
19 Of a sorded ulcer 13 | 42 Lues venerea 28 
20 Of a sorded on the Shinn 14 | 43 A phlegmon 29 
21 A remedy for the Collick & 
Strangury 
22 The amputation of a Wenn 15__| 44 Casteration 30 
45 A herpes milleares 32, 
46 An ulcer 
47 A serpigo 33 
48 A struma on the neck 
49 Erisipelas partaking of aphlegmon __| 34 
50 Proccidentia ani ee 
51 A Contagion 
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PAGE EXCISED so must have been excised before index inserted 


Page 74 Page of mathematics 


72 





Page 75 





































































































52 The testicle Contused 37 __| 83 Scoruf head 70 
53 A Tubercle upon the head & 84 Periodical Headach 71 
nose 

54 An Erysipelas affecting the face | 38 _| Venereal warts 
55 Piles 39 | A Gonorrhoa 

56 scorbutick ulcer 

57 A burn with gunpowder 40 | A Gonorrhoa 

58 An impostume in ear 41 | Mr Packers Case 
59 Scorbutick ulcer A Gonorrhoa 

60 An Ague 42 _| Phimosis 

61 Chancres with callouses 43 

62 A wound in the pupil 45 | No. 1 A Quinsy in the throat 
63 a burn 47 

64 Sore eyes 

65 Herpes milliaris 50 

66 A Pain in the ear 

67 Piles 

68 scurvy 

69 The dropsy 51 

70 The abuse of lixiv 53 

71 Inflammation upon foot 

72 The prick of a tendon 54 

73 a gonorrhoa 

74 wite swelling of the knee 56 

75 A Herpes Milliaris 58 

76 A Canser in the leg 39 

77 Of an Oedema 60 

78 Of the Piles 61 

79 a gonorrhoa 62 

80 A Cancerous tumer 63 

81 Of a gonorrhoa 64 

82 Of a scrophulous case of the lips | 69 
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Case No. 84 Feby 11 1739/40 Thos: Was taken with a shivering & a Violent pain in his head. 
The wether being very cold & about 3 Weeks before was taken in much the same manner & 
then I bled him 12 ozs & the blood was very thick without any appearance of serum on it. He 
was then swetted with snake root tea which brought forth a multitude of Pimples all over his 
Boddy he was kept warm & by the help of Diluting Liquers he was in a few days able to come 
abroade. But the wether continuing frosty for many Weeks he had not an oppertunity to purge: 
& the Sunday before the Above Date & during the Cold Wether he put on a very thin Coate by 
which he took a grate Cold I gave him a snake root tea & Aq Theria* but did not swet him as 
Burdock"! being called in & advised me not to bleed him as it being so very cold, & ordered 
him Theriac Venet* 4 scruples in a small glass of white Wine warmed very hot which he drank 
of in order to swet him, 


Page 78 Page of Mathematics and Costs 
Page 79 Blank page 
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Page 84 Mathematical calculations 


Case No. 85 Of venerial warts 


A young man, Age 25 Years came to me with his bodey allmoste over run with venereal warts 
as Chin, hands, scrotum thise & legs. I tould him it was veneriall which at length he confessed 
& desired my help he being not one of this town I procured him a warm room with a carefull 
nurse & gave him the first night going to be Calomel g10 & in the morning Diagrid g 15 which 
purged him for two days but the second day at night I gave him the following drought Rx Aq: 
Theriac* 1 ounce Aq: Plu 2 ounces Sy: Ros 2 drams Liq: Laud*: gut 10 M:F:H: which stopt 
the purgeing & gave him a grate deal of rest having thus prepared his body I made the following 
Ung: Rx ung: Porcin* 6 ounces Mar: 6 drams Mise & devid in 6 parts Rubing in the first part 
the first night before the fire and then puting on a flannen waistcoat & trowsers, giving him the 
Drought & after that the quantity of a walnut of Venet: Their*: he spit the first 24 hours about 
half a pint the next day moved in an Other part of the Ung: & gave him the same quantaty of 
Venet: Theri* which settled him as much as I desired, & spit about half a pinte then next day 
he rubed in another part which raysed the salivation to a pinte, Some of the warts sealed of the 
first ttme more with the second & all moste all the third except in the bottom part of his leg 
which I only drest with basil but now with an Equal part of basil & the Ung which raysed the 





'41 Ebenezer Burdock (1674-1743) an apothecary in St Werbergh parish, also a partner in a Bristol sugar 
refinery. 
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salivation to a pint and half I then ordered him the following Pill Rx Calomel g10 Venet Thuriae 
Q:s: Mise now his salivation increased to almost a quart a day the next day he was taken with 
a loosness & fainting the nurs tould me he had two or 3 stools within 4 hours I ordered the 
above draught. 


Page 85 
Case 86 


August 4 1725 Tuesday A young man came to me Aged 20 years Complaining of the heet in 
his urin & a soreness at the tip of his penis with a Gonorrea of a good couler contracted about 
8 days before he came to me I ordered him the same night to take half of the following Elect 
Rx Elect Lenitiv* half ounce Turb Minoral* gr3 Misce & the rest in the morning which gave 
him 3 stools & vomited once the next day I made up 28 g of Calomel in 4 pills, one to be taken 
morning & evening which was taken & in two days after I gave him the following purge Rx 
Calomel g18 Pil ex duob g26 which gave him 10 stools the sharpnes of urin & the gonorroea 
was much better the next day I gave him the Calomel in like quantates Calomel 30g made in 
x pills when he had taken 6 of them I purged him Pil ex duo gr26 which gaved him 10 stools 
the smarting binding pain was almost gon with the heat of urin he had taken all the Calomel 
pills which I repeted Cal gr 20 No 8 pills when they were all taken I made up Calomel gr 20 
flos julep gr8 MFP No 6 which was taken as the former & then I gave him Pil ex duob 6grxx 
which worked well & the smarting pain was much less & the gonorrhoea was much abated & 
then I repeated the Calomel to be taken as before Rx Calomel gr 20 Flos Sulph gr 10 Confer 
Rosar* q.s.f Pil No 9 which was taken I ordered him the following medicines to be taken one 
at night & one in the morning until they were all taken drinking after each dose a glass of Aq 
Benedict* with Rx Antimon diaphoret* Gum Gulaci* 2 scruples Bals Capiv* q:s:f: Bolus No 
4 wen they were all taken I ordered him the following Purge Rx Pul Cornichani* Gr 20 Confer 
Ros: q:s:f: P No 5 which worked very well the gonorrea was very little & white & thin he found 
a little binding pain upon the erection of the penis for which I repeted the Calomel gr 13 Flos 
Sulph gr 10 f P No 8 wen they were all taken I ordered him the Rx Antimon Diaphoret Gum 
Guajii: aa 2 scruples Bals Capiv q: f: s: to be taken as the former with the Aq Benedict C when 
he had taken the medicine the Gonorrhea Was quite dryed up & the binding pain left him & I 
Confirmed the Cure with one purging with Pil ex duob Oct 10 1725 

of a Gonorrhea 
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What c??? 89:11:19 of Tobacco soas£sd_ [different script] 


Case No. 87 


A young Gen:man Came to me Tuesday Novem 8" 1726 Who had just Came of a journey from 
London, & had contracted a Gonnorea the Wednesday before he left the City, but not 
discovering his malady till the Saturday after (& by use following simptoms & greate heate of 
urin & the Gonnorea being Tinctured Greenish Yallaw) the first Medisine I ordered him was 
Rx Elect: Lonitiv*? Turbith Minerall* gr3 half overnight & the other in the morning which 
gave him 3 stools (the sharpness of urin continued as at first) the next was 15g of Calomel 
made in 3 pills the first was taken the next morning after the above purge last was taken on 
Fryday morning, & the same Evening he took half of the purge Rx Pil 60 duob 1 scruple Rezin 
jalap* g5 Calomel g10 made in 6 pills & the other in the morning which worked him very well 
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(the Gonnorea was very thick & the same tincture with the sharpness of urin) the next morning 
after the purge was Sunday when he took one pill & the other that night of Calomel g10 in 2 
pills. That Munday night he took half of the purge & the rest in the morning Rx Pil ex duob 1 
scruple Rozin jalap* qv Calomel g10Turb: Mineral g2 made in 6 pills, which worked very well 
(the Coler of the Gonnorea continued as at first but now the heat of urin abated) The next 
morning after the last purge being Wednesday he took one of the following Pills Rx Calomel 
g15 Flos Sulph* g5 Theria Venet* q:s;f: P. No 3 the last was taken yesterday morning the same 
night he took half of the last purge & the rest in the morning which worked very well then I 
repeted 10g Calomel in 2 pills which was taken by Sunday but (the Couler of the Gonnorea 
was much the same and very thick in so much that in the morning it would as it ware Glew up 
the passage of the ureter & when opened it would gush out but the heat of urin was not so grate) 
Munday Night he took one Cuse Bolus* drinking a Draught of the Aq: Benedic* c after each 
bol: to be them Morning & evening Rx Antimon Diaphoret* Gum Guajac* aa 2 scruples bals: 
Capiv q.s:f:B; No 4 Tusday morning he had taken 2 of these bol: when he complained of a 
Priapism!” with a heat of urin for which I gave him the following purge Rx Pil ex duob ¢24 
Turb Mineral gr3 Rozin jalep gr5 MFPNo 6 to be taken as the former which worked well the 
next day he took 5g Calomel & at night half of the following Purge Rx Calomel g5 Pul 
Cornachin* g20 which gave him but 2 stools but it ??? the swelling of the top of the Prepuce 
& the heat of urin was not intirely gon but the couler of the Gonnorea was near the same 
Tuesday that 2 he went!* 


Page &8 
I spend £97 18s and 9d per yeare, I desire to know how much that’s a day 


Case No && 


February 10 1732/3 I was sent for to Mr Packer who had a large tumer just above the knee 
attended with a dead aking pain & a little inflamed, he had apply’d white bred & milk to it by 
order of Mr Booth!“ this Tumer wold oftue come & go again without pain for 3 years, he being 
oftue afflicted with the Rumatism ?Retas of a strong opinion that this must procede from the 
same caves for the present I apply’d and Emolient Catiplasm twice a day the second day I 
found the matter fluctuate & I purposed the opening of it, but he wold not yeald to my purposial 
without the advice of Mr George Rose!* this Gent: ridily confirmed my perposial & the same 
night I appli’d the Milder Caustick on the Depending part the bigness of a silver shilling the 
next day I discharged a large quantaty of well Digested matter att the same time I scarified the 
slough/ which was spred the bredth of half a crown/ to the quick, I dest him with the Ol: Terab: 
et Basil* very warm with a pledet of basil over & all over the upper part of his Thye where the 
matter was form’d I apply’d a large Galb: plaister to keep the part warm swathing it up 
moderately tight this dressing was repeted twice a day for 4 days at every dressing I apply’d a 
Warm Stupe rung out of the Volnery fomentation. The slough did not hasten to digest which I 
imputed to the astringent quality of the Ol Terb: to medigate the same I added to it a thirds of 
the Bals verid:* with basil & a little of the Lin Arceas* I continued this dressing till the paste 
was cleen digested I then observed a Cavity run up the Thye 5 inches from which place every 





‘42 Priapism = Constantly erect penis 

'43 Tt appears that the end of this case was removed with the excised page 

4 Mr Booth suggests another medical practitioner, but there is no known man of that name working around 
Bristol at this time. 

'45 Again, no medical man of this name, so probably a friend. 
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dressing discharged a thin gleet tinged with blood. I drest the part with Ol Terab* warm letting 
it fall to the bottom with a small pledget of lint over it dipt in the same the other part I dapt 
with the Aq Calcis* warm with a pledget dipt in the same with a pledget of basil over all but 
the luxurious flesh began to rise I then drest it with a pledget of dry lint only & bals: over I 
continued the use of the Ol Terab to the upper cavaty which quite dried up the gleet & the 
hollow part fild up with sound flech & cicatrized 


Page 89 Blank page 
PAGE EXCISED 
Page 90 

Case 89 


A Negroe Man in Virginia having sometime ago discovered an Effectual Cure for all 
Distempers arising from an enveterate Scurvey, & for the yaws, pox, Dropsy.Etc. he was on 
that Account made a Freeman by the Government of that Colony and as a further reward, he 
had a pention of £30 Sterling settled on him during his life. The receipt is as follows, viz. 
Take 4 ounces of the inside Barke of Spanish Oake*, 2 ounces of the inside Barke of Pine, 2 
ounces of Shumack Root, Boil them in three Quarts of water till it comes to three pintes: the 
patient must drinck a Pint the first morning; in a minute or two after half a Pint more; at noon 
half a pint; & at night half a pint. likewise dayley after till the cure is perfected, half a pint in 
the morning, half a pinte at noon, and the same at night. If any ulcers or proud flesh, wash them 
with blue stone water, anointing them Afterwards with Hog’s fat or Deer’s Dung or Hare’s 
Dung.This was taken from Fog’s Weekly Journal. !4° 

Saterday, July 21, 1733 

Camomel Flowere Tea Sweetened with Syr of Marshmallus* or if there was a little Sweet Oy] 
putt into it good for the Gravell, 


Page 91 
Case No. 90 September the 1273147 


A young Gent had contracted A Gonorrea & had been under the Care of a Young Surgeon Who 
had Scour’d!48 him with Strong Catharticks where in had been large doses of Calomell Mixt 
he came to me about one Week after with a violent heat of urin a large discharge of a deep 
yellow Gonorrea on his left groin the Gland was sweld that bigness of an Almon kernel to 
which I apply’d the Galb: et Diranis cum Mercurio. Saturday I made him up Aethiops Mineral* 
30g Tinct Guajaci* 3g Conf: ros:* f: I made 6 pils 2 to be taken night & Morning when taken 
he took the following Purge Rx Calomel 5g at night & in the morning Pul Cornicha* 13g Rozin 
jalap* 5g Sal Prunel* 5g Mise F: P: No 9 it gave him 5 Stools which made but little Alteration 
two days After he repetd the Aethiops Mineral as above when taken he was purged with Pil ed 
duo 20g Calomel 19g f: O: No 5 which gave him 12 Stools he fanced the purge had helped the 
Gonorrea & & had card of the heat of urin the Aethiops was repeted as a bove when taken it 





\46 Fog's Weekly Journal. London. Printed by J. Wilford. Published weekly. Numb. 1 Sept. 28, 1728- Oct. 29, 
1737. the content of which was in virulent opposition to the Whig government led by Robert Walpole 
Wikipedia accessed April 2020. 

‘47 Probably 1733 as identical handwriting to case 89 and case 91 

48 Scour’d = made sour. 
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was purg’d with Pil ex duob 20g Calomel 10g Mise f Pil 9 which gave him 8 Stools. This night 
& for the sake of any accidents I make the remark about midnight he felt a violent pain att the 
bottom of his belly & by the morning the right Testicle was Tumifed & inflamed very much 
with pain the Gonorrea still lessened, he had a fever, upon the Tumer I applied the Lixiv 
Cataplasm retaining it close on with a bag-truss that day by reason that he rested ill att night I 
gave him | ounce Syr: e Meconi: which put him into a brething sweet dosing a little twas the 
Opinion 
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Page 93 
Case No. 91 


January 24" 1735/6 A Lad came to me [aged 19 years] (inserted in small writing). With a 
Complaint of a Phimosis The Penis was swelled pretty much about extremely of the Prepuce 
& Drawn up & like a purse in so much that he could hardly have passage to make his urin. he 
acknowledged that about 3 weeks before he had layn with a Girl but never as he said had any 
Gonorrea only as he thinks a small heat of urin sum time after, he had been disordred with the 
Phymosis about one week before he came to me (& it frequently happens to them who are not 
venerial) but I treted him as such although he said he had not had a Gonorrea & indeed nither 
could I perceive any, The first thing I did was Sunday the 25" I gave him in the Evening a Pill 
of Seven grains of Turbitts Mineral*which did not vomit him but the next morning Gave him 
7 Stools when I then fomented the part with an Emollient fomentation of mallous & Cammomel 
flowers twice a day & annoynting the part with Ung Sambuci* with a flaning over (if there had 
been an Inflamation attending it it would have been proper to have added sum of the Lixiv: to 
the fomentation. I seringed sum of the warm fomentation between the Prepuce & Glands which 
if the Lixive had been mixt with it I should not. & sometimes I seringed Warm water & 
Calomel. 4 days after I repeted the Turb which did not vomit or purge him, but the method did 
him grate servis for he could all moste draw the Prepuce from the glands 3 days after I Gave 
him a Purge as follows without any Calomel for fear of fluxing him Rx Elect Lonativ* half 
ounce Rozin jalap 8g Sal Prunel 1 scruple Mise which was taken early in the morning which 
gave him 9 or 10 Stools I continued the use of the Emollient Fomentation. Then about 3 days 
after I Purged him again with the Above purge leving out the Sal: Prunel* & giving him 10g 
of Calomel over night which worked well by this time the Phymosis was pretty much relaxts 
& could be drawn from afor the Glands & could now percive that behind the glands was a final 
discharge of a slime mucus which was frequently washed with warm 
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water and Calomel injected with a sering!*? between the prepuce & Glands which clensed the 
parts in a few days after I gave him for two nights following 7g of Calomel in a pill Purging it 
of with Rx Elect Levitiv* half ounce Rozin jalap* 7g which gave him 7 or 8 stools. I gave him 
Calomel with an in tent to promote the Gonorrea if possible but here was never any did appear 
I continued the use of the Emolient fomentation every day I gave him the Calomel over night 
as before & purged him with the above purge which worked well. I used the fomentation as 





149 Sering = glass syringe. 
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before but the swelling thow but little was at a stand & a little inflamed behind the Gands, for 
which a few days often I gave him a pill of 7g of Tubitts Minerall* which did not vomit him 
but the next day gave him 2 Loos Stool. But it made a grate alteration for the swelling was 
altogether gon & the inflammation also, I continued the fomentation & 4 days after I gave him 
8g of Calomel overnight & in the morning erley Rx Elect Lenitiv half ounce Rosin jalap 7g 
which purged him very well the Fomentation was continued but there remained a small matter 
of the swelling on the back part of the prepuce & the Glands which by using the Calomel & 
water as before & Purging him often as a bove was Cured 
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Case No. 92 Remarks on the Piles inwardly from Mr Tipton!*° 


They bled for a considerabl time as for 1 munth & all inward The benefit he found was by 
Taping in wardly 1 spunfull of the flos Sulph: once a day a large Spoonfull in Milk in order to 
thicken his blood as to his Diet he eat Chicken or Rabit or Duck or such food of a little digestion 
Drincking red Paste or Toddy for his drinck, by which method he found his cure perfected but 
was very week by the violence of its Long continuance 


Case No. 93 


Mrs Whiting complained of a Violent Heat at her Birth for which she was bled Vomited & 
Purged, which is some measure abated the Heat & by the advise of Her midwife made use of 
the Ung Populian* which had no effect, for the parts was much swelled & at times she felt the 
same heat upon which she sent for me I advised her to indulge her self to lye on the Bead for 1 
or 2 days & to forment the parts with warm Aq Calcis ¥2 pint with 2 large spoonfulls of Braun 
put into it, & keepe the parts warm using it often in the Day. Which upon her first using it 
within ¥2 & hour after she found Ease & by the next day she was well. If this had not succeded 
I should advised her to use milk & mallouse boyled together & to have fomented the parts the 
same as above in order to have brethed the humours out at pores. Sept 29 1746 


Comment 
Two short records written when Morgan was 46 years old, the first about Mr Tipton who was 
either a surgeon colleague (Sam Tipton) or one of his relatives. The second case showed 
evidence of Morgan cooperating with a midwife. Both prescriptions included the use of alcohol 
and milk. 
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‘50 Mr Tipton was possibly a colleague of Morgan,Samuel Tipton (b. 1691), who was a soapmaker’s son and 
apprenticed in 1706 and had several apprentices himself. He was a Baptist trustee and held office in the Barber- 
Surgeons’ Company. 


19 


A loose page within the notebook 
Case No. 94 


A woman about 63 years of Age was taken with a shivring like the beginning of a fever. She 
kept her bed 9 days before she sent for me. Wen I came she showed me her Legg & toald me 
she had a violent burning pain. there was a Grate inflamation with an oedematous tumer the ?? 
of my ?? some more from her toes to above her Gartering. With an Old ulcer, about the bigness 
of a silver threepence'>! which I dressed with a pledget of mixtum of basil: & red precipitum 
with a double plaister of Diacolon* over. To keep the lixiv: from it & in another place there 
was about the bigness of my hand an Excoriation with a sharp tumer which I dressed with a 
large pledget of Ungt: Basilicon* & then I applied the Lixiv Cataplasm* all over it Dressing it 
twice a day the second day the inflamation was much abated the fourth day the inflammation 
disappeared I left of the use of the Cataplasm dressing the ulcer with pren Rubr with a pledget 
of Ung Basil: over & dressing her leg with a mixture of Emp Diapalma* & Ung sambaci* ad 
q.s.spred upon paper plaister rowling it from her foot to the Gartnering. Had she been costive 
I would have gave her a Lonative purge but she had constant two or three motions every day 
Which was so much the better toward the Cure.but a few days after she was costive for 3 or 4 
days I ordered her Elect Linet* 1 ounce Crem tartari* half an ounce which gave her 3 motions 
she complained of a violent pain in her knee for which I dressed her with the the Lixiv Mixture 
3 or 4 times & then applied the Emp de Sapone I continued dressing her leg with the above 
mixture of the Ungt a week the inflamation being intirely gon. I left of this dressing her leg 
remained oedematous for which I dressed it with Acet Vin et Aq Commun* aaqf Rising it very 
hot & then rung Clouths out of it & applied it all over the leg swathing it up from the Gartering 
to the foot. She still Complaining of a pain in her knee I throwed of the Emp: de Sapone* and 
imbrocated it very well with the Tinct Opiatem* & then applied the Galb: plaister over I had 
her leg very well washed with bear and butter & Cleaned of the Ung & then dressed with 
winding round a Clean Cloth & rowling it with a good swath from the foot to the knee. 


Comment 
This case is written in similar handwriting to case 45 and is probably from 1722 


The following cases were inserted about 20 years after most of the notebook was written on the 
verso pages at the beginning of the notebook 


Case No. 95 Monday June 4" 1744 inserted on Page I of notebook 


Mr Willett came to me complaining of a Pain and Giddiness in his head for which I took 12 oz 
of Blood with the cupping glasses!” from his Back which gave him emediatelly Relief[.] the 
3rd day after the wether happened to be very warm he changed his Thick Wastecote for a 
Linning one & being careless sat the day in a room that was wett the same evening he found 
himself not well & a little Feverish & thirsty for which he went to Bed & Drank Plentifull of 
Sack Whey*. The next morning he was very horse & out of order & being obliged to go into 
his vault cellars renewed his Cold inso much that about three he was suddenly seased with the 
Quinsey!*?. I was emediately sent for & found him labouring under a Great difficulty of 





‘5! A silver threepence = 17mm diameter. 

‘52 Cupping glasses = cup-shaped glass containers, heated by burning a piece of lint inside, then applied to the 
skin (usually of the upper back) over small incisions. As the glass cooled the partial vacuum inside sucked blood 
into the glass. 12 ounces is a great deal for this method. 

'53 Quinsy = serious inflammation or swelling of the throat, peri-tonsillar abscess. 
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Swallowing & breathing I observed on the right side of his jaw or Throat to be sumwhat swelled 
so that in fact? he appeared to me to be almost Strangled. I emediately Bled him under the 
Tongue but it not affording so large an evacuation as was Required for his emediate relief I 
took from his arms 12 ozs more which he found greate benefit by. To his Back I applyed a 
Large Blister Plaister and for the Pres [?] I mixed up the following Gargle to Gargle his Throate 
warm untill the Physition came to him, also I made him use the Emollient Cataplasm & applied 
it external to his Throat two or 3 times a day in order to bring the tumour more Externally. The 
Dr!*4 being Come he approved of all I had done & ordered the Cataplasm to be repeated often, 
he was forbid Broth or Sack Whay or anything stronger than Barley Grewel, Sago water, 
Grewel without Wine or Balm or Sage Tea & was confined to his room. The Dr ordered him 
the following Emollient Gargle to be used often & warm Rx Cort: Ulm: 2 ounces Fung: 
Sambuc: Mss Com Ticus 2 ounces Coq: in Aq: Fontan*: q.s.ad Colat: 12 ounces adde Mellis 
2 ounces Mi S: Gargarism sepe ? et tepide intend: The Gargle to be used often, warming it ? 
when used. The above Diluting Liquers was used for 2 or 3 days which much abated his fever, 
But he grew low speritted and often fainty, he not being admitted any Wine in any of his 
Liquers. In order to Raise his Sperits & at the same time to be a little stimulating to his throat 
the following Julap was ordered him. Rx Aq: Lact: alex 8 ounces Theriac: 1 ounce Spt: 
Lavend*: s: 0: 1 ounce Sal: * ci!> ounce (or Sal: Armoniac) Syr: Croc: q: s: ut fiat Julep: de 
quo capiat coch: iv vel v in Languore!*°. He took 4 or 5 spoonfulls of it warm as often as he 
pleased or when low sperited. By this method his Throate grew better & the tumour appeared 
more external. The Cataplasm was continued for 5 days applying it warm & often in a day He 
was now admitted to sup up some veal or chicken broth and the Cataplasm was discontinued 
& a Musilage!>’ Plaster spred on soft leather & applied all athwart his throate with a double 
flanning over, his fever was almost gone & his Urin had a Large Sediment, also the 5th day he 
took the following Purgeing Draught Rx Fol Senna 2 ounces. Rad. Liquoritidum* Cog: in Aq: 
Font: q: s: Coliture 3 ounces cui adde w Mann: 1 ounce Ht [?] Potio purge cras mane sumend: 
drinking Water Gruel in the operation. Which gave him 8 stools & his Throate grew better 
every day, but the External Tumour did not subside so soon as I could wish for which reason I 
purposed to Dr Logan to applye to it the Emp de Ranis* cum Mercur mixt with the Galbanum 
Plaster which was accordingly done & with often repeating the Purging Portion which was 
made a little stronger by adding half an ounce more of Fol Senna the Tumour disappeared & 
was cured. 


Case No. 96 


Mr Jno Anjore came to me in July 1744 with an Inflamation & many pimples upon the small 
of his Left Legg the compas of the palm of my hand it was attended with an itching & heate 
much like a Herpes melioris He also complained of the same humour affecting his hole Boddy 
causing a General itching all over upon the Right hand he had scratched in many places the 
skin of. I dressed his Leg with the Aq ad Horpeten* — warm & applied the Ung ad Horpeten 
over spread upon Cloth rolling it up with a swath to his knee I also directed him to take the 
following Elect: the first thing in the Morning & at 4 of the Clock in the afternoon Rx Aethiops 
Mineral* 1 ounce Antimon Diapho*: 2 ounces Conf:Rosar* 1 ounce et Syr [? ] q.f.M: S: E to 





‘54 This physician was Dr William Logan (b. c. 1688; d.1757) , one of the first to be appointed to the Bristol 
Infirmary. After his death his library was sent to America and incorporated in the library of his brother James 
Logan: see E. Wolf, ‘Some books of early English provenance in the Library Company of Philadelphia’, Book 
Collector, 9/3 (1960), 275-84. 

155 ci = see following. 

156 de quo capiat coch: iv vel v in Languore = let him take it at will every 4 or 5 when languid. 

'57 Mucilage =a thick, gluey substance produced by most plants, especially flax seeds and marshmallow roots. 
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be taken one teaspoonful at each time, this Elect was repeated 4 times & between each pot he 
was Purged with Rx Calomel 10gr over night & Rx Syr with Rham* 1 ounce Pulv jalapii* 1 
scruple Aq Lactis Alex* 2 ounces M:SP: the Disorder increased in his Leg and spred it self 
from the ancle to the knee all round his leg with Greate Inflammation & violent Humour 
attending it which wett through severall cloths double & the itching was intollerable not only 
in his Leg but also alover his Body. I judged the use of these Sulphare medicines Internal & 
External had fired the blod & had increased the disorder upon which I forbore the use of them 
boath interternal and External & began first with taking 12 ounces of Blood from his arm and 
once a week I purged him with Rx Syr with Rham one and half ounces Pulv julapii* 30 grams 
Aq Lactis Alex one and half ounces which generally vomitted him 2 or 3 times & purged him 
7 or 8 times to his Leg I first washed the excoriations & parts hurteled out in pimples with a 
lotion mixed up of Aq Calcis 4 ounces Sacch Saturni* 1 ounce or the Mixed warming it when 
used and then applying Paper spread with Diacilon plaster* & over that the Cerat de Lapid 
Caliminari* thinly spread, swathing it lightly on by that time he had taken 5 of these Purges 
being but once a week & by the use of the last method of dressing, the Humour very much 
abated & the inflammation & also the itching in so much that the only place which was now 
dressed was about the compass of a Crown peace, (I used for some time the following ungt 
annoynting the part before I applied the Cerat de Lap: Rx Emp Diapal half ounce Ung Basil 
half ounce mitt ys over a slow fire with so don ad to it, Ung Nutritum being well incorporated 
over a Slow fire for a few minutes ad to it 2 ounces of Sacceh Satur* Subtilisimi Pulv, this must 
be strewed into it when on the fire untill it is Cold S:A But had no great effect the Humour 
being so violent) the above method answering the ende much better. 


Case No. 97 


Jno Pears having in the Month of Octr 1744 A Chancre of the Bigness of a Silver Penny!>® on 
the Glands of the Penis he had been under my care severell times before I believe 6 or 7 he at 
this time had no heat of urin or Gonorreah I made up an Unction as follows (Rx Argen Viv!>?: 
4 ounces Put it into a Brass Morter this is warmed in hot water ad to it about | ounce of Sorob 
Vonot Rub it well together to incorporate the mercury then ad Ung Sambuce* 8 ounes Rub it 
all together for one hour until all the Globular particules of the Quicksilver is lost). This was 
by the fire imbrocated over the Chancre & Penis & I applied a mixture of the same (plaster 
wise) spred upon cloth and covering it all over the Penis as follows Rx Beas Wax half an ounce 
melt it over the fire & before its cold and about the consistance of an unguent, ad to it 2 ounces 
of above unction sturing it well together until it is cold & well in corporated the mercury ought 
not to be nigh the fire at the time it is mixing by reason the quicksilver will flye of. This method 
was used every day for for 14 to 16 days & the chancre healed sound & firm without any further 
application. To prevent the mercury affecting his mouth I ordered he every night going to bed 
the bigness of a chestnut of the following Electury Rx Elect Lonitiv* 1 ounce Pulv jalapi* 2 
ounces mise which gave him a stool or two & prevented any spitting. I cured the same person 
some time before of a Hernia Humiralis!® by the Same Method by Imbrocating the scrotum & 
Penis with the Unction & applying the Composition before observed with the Beas Wax spred 
upon Lether & laying it all over the Scrotum & taking the quantity of the above Elect every 
night as ordered. An other as follows was cured by the same method. 





158 A silver penny was 12mm diameter. 
59 Argen Viv = Quicksilver or mercury. 
‘60 Hernia Humiralis = probably means a swollen, inflamed testicle or orchitis. 
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Case No. 98 A gonorreah 


Tuesday the 25" of July 1747. A Gentn: in the Snuff trade came to me with a Gonorreah with 
a small heat of urin & the Corde contracted the day before, the Gonorreah began to discharge 
very plentifull at the top of the Glands it was a little Inflam’d this night he took 8 gr of Calomel 
made into a pill with Conf Ros & the next Morning Purged about 6 times with Rx Elect Linitiv* 
half an ounce Rezin jalap* 6 gr Sal Prunel *20 gr Misse, This method was taken Friday 
following and the Sunday, Wednesday Friday Sunday. after & those days he did not Purge he 
took a Scropel!®! twice a day of Sal Prunel in a Glass of Hot well Water!® in order to abate 
the heate of urin but Mr Deverell!® thought this Purge was not so well with the Rezin jalap* 
as of the Pulv Jalap* & also advised his taking 1 ounce of the Unction every night rubing the 
Glands, Penis, Testicles & Perineum well with the same by the fire & then covering the same 
with a handkerchief he began the use of this Unction Wednesday the 5" of August: when he 
had used 5 drams separately put up, every night or every other night he found the symptoms 
much abate. The following Elect was ordered for him to be taken the quantity of a Nutmeg 
every morning to give him a stool or two in order to prevent the mercury affecting his Gums 
Rx Elect Lenitiv 1 ounce Pul julap* 2 ounces Sal Prunel* 1 ounce in order to make it a 
Consistance then Syr Rosar Rubi qif was added to it this gave him 2 motions every day which 
was quite enough, the like quantity of the above Elect was renewed which when all taken the 
simptoms entirely went of the Gonorreah. Being of a good couler and consistence I made him 
up the 20 of August one Pot of the following Elect Rx Bal. Capiv* half ounce Vitel ovi* No 1 
beat up well together and the adding q:s of white Pouder Sugar he took every morning & at 4 
of the Clock in the afternoon the quantity of Nutmeg drinking a Glass of Hot Well Water after 
each dose. When he had finished this one Pot the Cure was Completed which was by the 29 
August 1747. The Composition of the unction is this Rx Argen Viv*: 4 drams Tereb: 
Venet* 1 ounce rub it together to incorporate the mercury & then ad 4 ounces of Ung Sambuci* 
or axunge, Rub it all together for one houre in till the mercury is well incorporated & the 
Globeler parts thereof disappear & then its fit for use. (A Bell metal morter may be fit for this 
use. ) 





161 Scopel = probably scruple. 

‘62 Hotwell water = the local Spa water. 

'63 This could be John Deverell, surgeon, the son of Morgan’s former master or Jeremiah Deverell, his master, 
who died in 1751. 
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Glossary 
Medications and dressings 


The prescriptions within Morgan’s notebook are often difficult to interpret even using the 
numerous texts that are available. I have received much help from Mark Kehoe’s Sea Surgeon's 
Dispensatory Index.!® Other sources used have included: 


John Quincy, Dispensatory of the Royal College of Physicians in London (Bowyer, 1721) an 
excellent source for medicines used within the notebook; Robert Hooper, Lexicon Medicum or 
Medical Dictionary (8" edition, 1848) a general dictionary of medical words, medicines and 
procedures 


Hugh Muldoon, Lessons in Pharmaceutical Latin (John Wiley & Sons,1916); 

Paul E. Kopperman, ‘Regimental Practice’ by John Buchanan, M.D. : an eighteenth-century 
medical diary and manual (Ashgate, 2012) - a very detailed description of many of the 
medicines used within the notebook. 


Morgan used Latin abbreviations in an idiosyncratic way that makes it very difficult to be 
certain what he means. Some of these Latin abbreviations are appended to the list of medicines 
and dressings below. The following glossary includes most of the prescriptions that Morgan 
used and give an indication of the enormous range of medication that were used by surgeons 
at the beginning of the 18" century. 


Aegyptac Spirit = a name given to different detergent or corrosive applications made of 
Verdigris, vinegar and honey 

Absinth Centouri Agramon Hyperic = a formulation of wormwood, centaury and St John’s 
wort, used in severe wounds 

Aethiop Mineral = equal parts of pure mercury and flowers of sulphur 

Antimon Diaphoret = white oxide of antimony that produces sweating and sometimes is used 
as an emetic and laxative 

Aqua (Aq:)= water 

Aqua alba = Aq Alba = aqua albuminosa a mixture of white of egg and water, used as an 
antidote for corrosives 

Aqua Alumi = compound solution of alum used for cleansing ulcers and wounds 

Aqua calcis = Lime water 

Aqua font = spring water 

Aqua herpet = made up of 2 drams quicklime and auripigmentum, 1 dram tartar, nitre and 
blacksoap 

Aqua Lact: Alex = Aqua Lactis Alexiteriae, milk water 

Aqua medicina = mineral water — rather unspecified as many varieties 

Aqua Pecon comp (Paeioni) = compound piony water 

Aqua Phagadenic (Phagadinicam )= sometimes called yellow wash. Made by adding mercury 
to lime water and used to treat venereal sores 

Aqua Sapherina (Sapha) = sal ammoniac with limewater to which a little copper is added for 
colouring 





as https://www.piratesurgeon.com/pages/surgeon_pages/dispensatory 13.html. 
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Aqua Theriacalis (Theria) = Treacle Water, crocus of antimony in wine — an emetic, good in 
the Plague or pestilential Fever, the French disease [syphilis] used in Diaphoreticks [medicines 
to cause sweating]Asetom Vini (acetum vini) = wine vinegar 

Axung porc = pork fat 


Bacc junip = juniper berries 

Balsum = an exudate or gum from certain trees and shrubs 

Bals Capiv, = Balsamum Capivi this balsam is obtained from trees grown in the West Indies 
and Brazil and is similar to frankincense and turpentine; used in treating vaginal 
discharge, gonorrheea, and disorders of the kidneys and bladder. Externally it is used for 
treating wounds and ulcers 

Bals hispani = an— oily, resin-like, aromatic fluid that comes from Myroxylon balsamum var. 
pereirae.“ sometimes called balsam of Peru 

Balsa Verid = a green balsam, from a pine tree 

Bolus (Bo) = a small ball of medicine 


Calomel = mercurious sulphate 

Capil vener = maidenhair fern see S. Dehdari and H. Hajjimehdipoor Medicinal Properties of 
Adiantum capillus-veneris Iran J Public Health, Vol. 47, No.2, Feb 2018, pp.188-197 
Cataplasm = a plaster or poultice 

Cataplasm of Lixive = used as a cautery to burn off unwanted skin 

Cathartic = laxative 

Cerat = waxy mixture for external use 

Cerat devin = Cerati (Cerate) divinum. A cerate is a waxy, medicated mixture for external use, 
in consistency between an ointment and a plaster. Divinum was a term used to describe the 
very best preparations 

Cerat de Lapidi = cerat calaminac, a mixture of wax and calamine and used for healing ulcers 
Cerat de Lapid Calam Sacch = ceratum lapidus calaminarris (wax, olive oil and calamine 
mixture) used for healing ulcers 

Cerat niger = black ointment 

Cerevis = liquor made from corn 

Chalyb cum sulph = iron and suphur 

Cicatrized = scarred 

Cinamon Forte = cinnamon spice see Joerg Gruenwald , Janine Freder & Nicole Armbruester 
(2010) Cinnamon and Health, Critical Reviews in Food Science and Nutrition, 50:9, 822-834, 
DOI: 10.1080/10408390902773052 

Clyster = enema 

Collyrium = eye drop /lotion 

Confarex Ros. Rub = Rosarum Rubrarum used to enhance the effect of Calomel 

Conserve absinth Roman = syrup of Roman wormwood — good for stomach problems 

Cort: Quercus = oak bark 

Cort: Peruv: pulv: Bark of various species of the Cinchona tree, from which quinine was later 
isolated, and commonly used as a febrifuge 

Crem = cream of Tartar, A byproduct of fermenting grapes into wine. potassium bitartrate, 
mild laxative 

Croci plaister = (saffron) plaster 

Cumin = ancient spice. Cumin seeds contain natural compounds called flavonoids, which have 
protective antioxidant properties. 


Decoct jugland = boiled extract of walnut leaves 
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Decoct malv = compound decoction of mallows — an excellent emollient enema 

Defensative Majo = probably Defensivum Magnum A defensive was a type of medicine 
applied to plasters placed on a wound to protect it from the air, as air was believed to have a 
strong effect on health and healing at this time 

Diagrid = scammonium - laxative 

Dicoct = probably shortened form of Decoction i.e. a concentrated liquor resulting from heating 
or boiling a substance, especially a medicinal preparation made from a plant 


Electuary = a medicine or powder mixed with something sweet to make it palatable 

Electuary Lenitive (Lonitiv, Linet, Lenitex) =a ‘gentle’ laxative electuary typically made of 
dried figs, tamarind pulp, coriander seeds, senna leaves, cassia, liquorice, French prunes & 
refined sugar made into a syrup 

Emollient fomentation = soothing poultice 

Emplastrum (Emp:) = a paste 

Emp! de Cimini =emplastrum cumini, plaster of cumin 

Emp Diactilon = probably emplastrum diachylon — a complicated mixture of substances to heal 
abscesses made into a paste 

Emplastrum Diapalm = a mixture of Litharge of Gold, Olive Oil, Hogs Lard; boiled together, 
to become a Plaister. used for wounds and ulcers 

Emplastrum de Galbanum, a plaster with aromatic gum resin from a species of umbelliferous 
plant growing on the mountains of Iran. corrosive or solvent of tissue. a watery discharge from 
a wound 

Emplastrum de Saponi (Sapene) =soap adhesive plaster 

Emp Melilot =dressing of honey and lotus flower 

Emp Paeon: compound extract of paeony flower and root 

Emp de ranis cum Mercur = emplastrum of frogs with mercury — frogs washed in white wine, 
oils of Chamomel, Dill, Spiknard, Lilies, Bay & Saffron, fat of hog, calf & viper, Euphorbium, 
Frankincense, juice of Eclampane & dwarf Elder, lemongrass, Mugwort & Lavender. All 
boiled with wine & strained. Then added Litharge of gold (lead oxide coloured with red lead, 
another lead oxide), turpentine, white wax & Styrax liquid (resin from Liquidambar trees). 
Then quicksilver (mercury) added & stirred 

Eschar = dead tissue 

Escarotick = caustic to produce blistering and to reduce Eschars or scars 





Farin = flour or meal (Latin) 

Fanugroc = probably fenugreek, ancient herb 

Flos Sulph = flowers of sulphur, pure sulphur powder 

Fomentation = poultice 

Guaicum = wood and bark from a tree grown in West Indies — used in patients with syphilis 
Gumm Guajiac = resin from Guaiacum officinale tree 

Gumm Tragacanth = used as a vehicle for active and heavy medicines Haust = draught 


Julap =Julep, a refreshing drink flavoured with aromatic herbs, & sometimes with alcohol 


Lematur Chalyb = powdered iron 

Linamentum arcei (Lin Arc) =a gum from the elemi tree and turpentine, used for cleansing 
ulcers 

Lin Arc et Bals Verid = a mild stimulant for healing of ulcers — made from elemi resin, 
turpentine, suet and olive oil and green balsam 

Lin Fanugroc. & Cumin = a good anti-inflammatory linament 


86 


Liquiritio = probably liquorice 
Lixiv = water impregnated with alkaline salts imbibed from wood ashes 
Luna costic = fused silver nitrate 


Manne = one of the mildest and safest purgatives = extracted from trees in Calabria 
Mel Anglia = a gargle 

Mel Rosae = honey boiled with rose petals) 

Mixtum = mixture 

Mundified = washed thoroughly 

Mercuprim = mercury ointment 

Nuc Moscat = Nutmeg (Nux Muschata) 


Oleum (O1:) = oil 

Ol Liliai = oleum Liliorum oil made from white lily flowers and olive oil boiled together 

Ol. Lini = linseed oil 

Ol Sambucin = elder berry oil 

Oleum Vitriol = Sulphuric acid 

Oleum Terebinthina. = turpentine - used as an antiseptic and to create the formation of pus in 
wounds 

Oxymel = honey and vinegar boiled together to form a syrup used as gargle and for coughs 


Papaver: Eriat = red flower poppy, opium 

Peron = Nailwort a herb that is good for swellings around the nails see Culpeper’s Herbal 
Phimosis = tight foreskin of penis 

Pil ex duob = Colocynth [Citrullus colocynthis] and Scammony. mixed into a pill and used as 
a laxative 

Pil. Matha =A pill made up of castor oil, saffron, opium and oil of turpentine 

Pil mathea = pil. Matthaei containing castor, saffron and opium 

Plague Water = A name given to a variety of medicinal waters of supposed efficacy against the 
plague. Most commonly it was a distillation of various herbs and roots. 

Pledget or pleget = a compress or pad used to apply medication to or absorb discharges. 
Pomatum = greasy substance to apply to hair 

Pompholix = [zinc oxide], pure frankincense, for healing ulcers 

=U- = precipitate 

Precipitate rub (Precpt. Rubrm ) = probably red oxide of mercury 

Puls or Pulv: = Powder 

Pul Cornachin = powder containing equal parts of scammony, potassium supertartrate and 
antimony oxide, used as a laxative 

Puls jalapi = powder from the root of convolvulus. A powerful laxative 

Pul: Lap Calain Subtil = calamine powder 

Pulv Lapis Calam = zinc carbonate 

Pulv: Meliped = powder of millipedes 


Rad Gentian Pulver = the root of gentian — used for digestive problems 

Resin jalap = from Iponioea Purga, one of the best cathartics (purging medicines) according to 
John Quincy 

Rahmno = buckthorn — a purgative 

Roman vitriol stone = Copper sulphate 


Sacch Saturni = lead acetate 
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Sal Absinth = salt of wormwood 

Sal Cathar = Glauber’s salt, a crystalline hydrated form of sodium sulphate, used as a laxative 
Sal prunell = mixture of salpetre (potassium nitrate) and sulphur. Used as a diuretic and to stop 
pain on urination and also in sore throat 

Spiritus Lavendulae = spirit of lavender 

Spirit Sal Armoniac = ammonium chloride 

Syr = syrup 

Syr Althoa c Macon= root of marshmallow 

Syr c Rhamno = juice of buckthorn berries, ginger and sugar syrup 

Syr c Caryoph = syrup of clove pinks, a warm and stimulating syrup 

Syr c Macon or Mocon = sugar 

Syr: Croc = Syrup Croci, syrup of saffron 

Syr de Rhamno, Syr de ram = syrup of buckthorn 

Syr: e Meconi = syrup de meconium — from poppies. Used as a hypnotic 

Syr Gariophil (Cariophil) = Take a pound of Clove-gilliflowers, the Whites being cut off infuse 
them a whole night in two pound of Water, then with four pound of Sugar melted in it make it 
into a Syrup without boiling 

Syr Rhaberbr = rhubarb syrup 

Syr c Spin: Cervin = syrup of buckthorn 


Tanner’s ouze = foul smelling extract from tanning 

Tent = roll of absorbent material, often medicated, to keep a wound open 

Tereb venet = Venice turpentine. A resin from pine that is used for treating burns 

Theriaca: = a sort of medicinal treacle. The production of a proper Theriaca took months to 
years to produce and involved more than 60 ingredients: flowers, seeds, leaves, fruits, stems, 
resins, roots, minerals and animal parts (especially roast viper flesh). 

Tincture de myrrh: a resinous gum from small thorny trees species growing in Arabia & 
Ethiopia. It has many medical uses, including the promotion of wound healing. 

Tinct Opiatum = tincture of opium or laudanam 

Troch. Alb Rhasis = white Troches of Rhasis This is a white powder undefined 

Turbith = A type of purgative drug made from the root of a type of morning glory plant 
(Operculina turpethum) 

Turb: Minoral = yellow subsulphate of mercury. A powerful emetic, sulphuric oxide of 
mercury 


Unguentum (Ung: Ungt:) = an ointment 

Ung Alb = white ointment, used for healing burns and scalds 

Ung: Alb et Precip: Albus = white lead ointment and the submuriate of mercury and ammonia 
Ung Basil = Unguentum Basilicon, an ointment used to digest wounds and ulcers also known 
as “sovereign ointment.” 

Ung Basil: et precipit RubMixt = lard, white resin and yellow wax mixture 

Ung diap Liniti arcei: an ointment including scammony, Lin arcei and black ointment 
Unguentum Diapom = Ung Diapomphol = oil of Nightshade 16 ounces, white wax, yellow 
wax of each 4 ounces: Lead burnt and washed, Pompholix [zinc oxide] precipated of each 2 
ounces, pure Frankincense one ounce, for healing ulcers 

Ung Mundife = a mundifying ointment — for cleansing and digesting wounds and ulcers 

Ungt. Nicotinianum = tobacco ointment — used for cleansing foul ulcers 

Ung Nutritum = oxide of lead ointment 

Ung Populian = an ancient ointment made of poplar buds 

Unguentum Sambucis (sambucinum) = elderflower ointment 
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Ung Serpintari = probably an ointment derived from the root of the Virginian snake-root 
(Aristolochia serpentaria) from North America 


Venet their = venice treacle 

Vitel = yolk of egg 

Vitel ovor = egg yolk 

Vitrill stone = Vitriolum: chalcanthite, a hydrated copper sulphate used as an astringent to help 
wounds contract 

Vulnery fomentation = healing poultice 
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Latin Prescription abbreviations used in the 18" century 


d: q: s: 

bis die (bd) 

bis vel ter in die 
bolus 

Ci 

Colat: 

Cui adde, 


as much as needed 

twice a day 

take two or three times a day 

rounded mass of medicine — larger than a pill 

see following 

strainCoq: in Aq: Font: q: s:_ cook in sufficient spring water. 
to which add 


de quo capiat coch: iv vel v in Languore, let him take it at will every 4 or 5 when languid. 


Doinde add 

Et 

et tepide intend: 

ex aqua 

Fiat mist 

gh quartus horis 

hs or hora somni 

M Cap coch Amp 2 ter die 
Misce fiat 

MF 


then, add 

and 

& meant to be lukewarm 

with water 

make a mixture 

every four hours 

at bedtime 

Mix take two tablespoonfulls 3 times a day 
mix and make 

mix make 


Mise haust hor somn sumend = mix and make into a draught take at bedtime 


Mix statim sumend 
NM 
Omne mane 


mix and take immediately 
size of nutmeg 
every morning 


Potio purge cras mane sumend = the purging portion to be taken early tomorrow morning 


prn pro re nata 

pro re nata 

qs 

q: s: ad 

saepe 

SOS = Si Opus sit 
Sumat | oz Q da hora 
Summoma = sumendus cum 
Ter die sumendus (tds) 
tus urg 

ud ut dictum 

ut fiat, 


as occasion arises 

when needed 

sufficient quantity 

add up to sufficient quantity 
often 

when necessary 

patient to take 1 oz every hour 
as directed 

to be taken 3 times a day 
take when cough severe 

as directed 

so make. 
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